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Introduced: 2/2/87
Referred: Resources
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IN TH E SENATE BY JONES, FAIKS A N D  U E H L I N G

SENATE R ES OL UT IO N NO. 7 

IN THE  L E G I SL AT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

Rel ating to the timber industry in 

Southeast Alaska.

BE IT RESOLVED BY TH E SENATE:

WHEREAS in 1947 the Congress pas se d the Tongass T im b e r  Act, w h i c h  

authorized timber sales in the Tongass National Forest u n der  the U. S. 

Forest Service's policy of c re at i n g  a timber industry in the T o n gas s N a­

tional Forest in order to provid e year-round employment in Sout he as t 

Aluska; and

WHEREAS, wh e n  the Congress pa s s e d  the Alaska Native Claims Settl eme nt  

Act (P.L. 92-203) in 1971, the Congress sought to ma in t a i n  jobs in the 

timber industry of Southeast Alaska: and

WHEREAS, w h e n  the Congress pa ss ed the National Forest M a n a g e m e n t  Act

(P.L. 94-588) in 1976, the Congress reaffirmed its commitment to m a i n t a i n­

ing timber industry jobs in the Tongass National Forest, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

the environmental requirements of the Act; and

WHEREAS, when the Congress e stablished wilderness areas in the Tongass 

National Forest in sec. 703 o f  the Alaska National Interest Lands C o n s e r v a­

tion Act (ANILCA) (P.L. 96-487) the clear intent of the Co ngress i n  sec. 

705 was to ma intain timber indust ry -r ela te d employment at the same l eve l as 

before the passage of the Act; and

WHEREAS timber indu 6 try -r elated employment is not at the same l evel as 

before the passage of ANIL CA  becau se  mo r e  than 1,000 jobs ha v e  b e e n  lost in 

the timber industry since that time; and

WHEREAS the Congress has  es ta bli sh ed  in sec. 705 of A N I L C A  h o w  m u c h

r anding is n ecessary to ensure that timber i ndustry-related e m p l o y m e n t  is 
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m a i n ta in ed ; and

W H E R E A S  the U.S. Forest S e rv ic e haa f ai l e d  to spend the funds that it

h a d  r e q u e s t e d  and that w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the Congress for p r e r o a d i n g  in

the T o n g a s s  Na ti on al  Forest; an d

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  Senate b eli ev es  that e it h e r  the U.S. For e s t  Service 

s h o u l d  h o n o r  the c o m m i t m e n t s  m a d e  to timber i nd ust ry -r el ate d em pl o y m e n t  in 

the T o n g a s s  N at io n a l  Fo re st  b y  Congress or the wi ld e r n e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  m ad e  

u n d e r  sec. 703 o f  A N I L C A  s h o u l d  be  re pe al ed so that all Inter es ts  in vol ve d 

in the A N I L C A  c o m p r o m i s e  on the use of the Tong as s Nat ional Forest are 

t re at ed  equitably;

BF, IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  Senate r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  the U.S. 

Fore st  Service to i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o vi de  the full amount of p r e r o a d  funding 

and the full am oun t of i n t e n s i v e  m an ag e m e n t  fu n d i n g  p ro mis ed  u n d e r  sec. 705 

of ANILCA; and b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the timber b a s e  es t a b l i s h e d  by A N I L C A  and the 

To n g a s s  La n d  M a n a g e m e n t  Pl a n  for renewable timber harvests sh ou l d  not  be 

r e d u c e d  an d that furt he r addit io ns  to w i l d e r n e s s  areas in the Tongass 

N a t i o n a l  Forest s h o u l d  not  b e  made; and b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the timber h a r v e s t  level of 4 , 5 0 0 , 00 0, 000  b o ar d 

feet p e r  decade m a n d a t e d  b y  sec. 705 of A N I L C A  should be main ta in ed ; a n d  be 

it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska Senate r e s p ec tfu ll y r equ es ts  the 

C o n g r e s s  to h o l d  h e a r i n g s  in the state b e f o r e  it begins f u r t h e r  c o n s i d­

er a t i o n  of ANILCA.

C O P I E S  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R. Max 

Pe terson, C h ief  of the U.S. Forest Service; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted 

S t ev en s a nd the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, a n d  the H o n o rab le  

D o n  Young, U.S. R e pr es en tat iv e,  m em be rs  o f  the Alaska d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n­

gress.
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