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1 I N  TH E S EN A T E  B Y  T HE  F I N A N C E  C O M MI TTE E

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 71 am H

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to B r i t i s h  fur labeling.

6 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S TATE O F  ALASKA:

7 W H E R E A S  t rap pi ng  is v i t a l  to t h o u sa nd s of p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  Alaska,

8 Canada, a n d  Greenland; and

9 W H E R E A S  tr ap pi ng pro vides m u c h  n e e d e d  s u p p l e m e n t a l  income to support

1 0 the t raditional su bs istence lifestyle; and

11 W H E R E A S  the sale of fur brin gs u p  to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  of income a y e a r  to

12 A l a s k a n  trappers; and

13 W H E R E A S  a current p r o p o s a l  by the B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  of T r a d e  an d Indus-

14 tr y w o u l d  require that fur p r o d u c t s  imp orted int o  Great B r i t a i n  for resale

15 be  labe le d as follows: "May h av e  b e e n  t aken w i t h  the s t e e l - j a w  le g- hol d

16 trap"; a n d

17 W H E R E A S  this label w o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e  c o n s u m e r  p u r ch as es  an d d i m i n i s h

18 the mar k e t  for fur products in G r ea t Britain; a n d

19 W H E R E A S  A las ka ns  who h a r v e s t  f ur  p r o d u c t s  that e nter the U n i t e d  King-

2 0  d o m  w o u l d  be ad ve rs ely  affected; a nd

21 W H E R E A S  the proposal b y  the B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  of T r ad e and In du s t r y

2 2  fails to r ec ognize the sev er e cultu ral  and e c o n o m i c  effects it w o u l d  ha v e

23 on ma n y  Alaskans; and

24 W H E R E A S  the State of A l a s k a  recognizes that the h a r v e s t i n g  of renew-

25 able resources, such as fur- be are rs , by r e s i d e n t s  of rural A l a s k a  is impor-

26 tant to their ec onomic a n d  c ult ur al  survival, a n d  that the h a r v e s t i n g  of

27 animals for subsistence a n d  trade is a c e n t u r i e s - o l d  t r a d i t i o n  that cannot

28 be r e p l a c e d  w i th out  causi ng  seve re  econo mi c a n d  social hard sh ips ;

29 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by t he A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the State of
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1 A l a s k a  stands firstly opposed to the p r o p o s a l  by the B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  of

2 Trade and Industry; and be it

3 FURT HER  R E S O L V E D  by the Ala sk a S ta te L e g i s lat ur e that the State of

4 A l a s k a  resp ect fu ll y requests the P rim e M i n i s t e r  and Parliament of Great

5 B r i t a i n  to r e s c i n d  the proposal by the B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  of Trade a nd  Indus-

6 try.

7 COPIES of this r e sol ut io n shall be sent to the Right H o n o r a b l e

8 Ma rg ar et  Thatcher, Prime M i n i s t e r  of Gr ea t Britain; to the Hono ra bl e A l a n

9 Clark, M.P., M i n i s t e r  of State, D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a d e  and Industry, Great

10 Britain; to the Right Hon or ab le  Sir G e o f f r e y  Howe, QC, M . P . , Se cr et ary  of

11 State for F o r e i g n  and Commonwealth, G re at  Britain; to the Right Ho n o r a b l e

12 M a r t i n  B rian M ulroney, PC, M.P., Prime M i n i s t e r  of Canada; to the Right

13 Hon or ab le  C h ar les  J os e p h  Clark, PC, M.P., S ecretary of State for E xt ernal

14 Affairs, Canada; to the H o n o rab le  T ho m a s  M ic hae l McMillan, PC, M.P., Minis-

15 ter of the Environment, Canada; to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  Hun t e r  McKnight,

16 PC, M.P., M i n i s t e r  of Indian Affai rs  and  N o r t h e r n  Development, Canada; to

17 Sir A l a n  Urwick, B r i t i s h  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  to Canada; to the H o n o r a b l e  Tony

18 Penikett, G o ver nm en t Leader, Y u k o n  Territory, Canada; to the Honor ab le

19 Dennis Patterson, Government Leader, Nor th wes t Territories; and to Jon a t h a n

20 Motzfeldt, C h a i r m a n  of the L an ndsting, Home  G ov er nme nt  of G r e n l a n d .
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