
Introduced: 2/16/88 S-1990A
Referred: Transportation

1 IN THE SENATE BY BINKLEY

2 SENATE JOINT R ES OL UT IO N NO. 68

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 R el a t i n g  to r adioluminescent runway

6 lights.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS air transportation is the primary mode of travel throughout

9 the State of Alaska, particularly in the rural areas; and

10 WHEREAS due to high cost of construction and maintenance, many rural

11 airports are without runway lights and currently rely on flare pots or the

12 headlights of the community's vehicles w h e n  the runway must be lit in an

13 emergency; and

14 WHEREAS, since 1978, the state Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public

15 Facilities in conjunction w i t h  the U n i t e d  States Department of Energy has

16 b een seeking an alternative method of lighting runways in rural Alaska; and

17 WHEREAS in 1981 these two departments began the development of a

18 self-powered lighting system called radioluminescent lights that use a

19 radioactive isotope, tritium, as the energy source an d that w o u l d  meet the

20 needs of airports in rural Alaska; and

21 WHEREAS through extensive testing and refining, the radioluminescent

22 lights, known as RL lights, are now 25 percent b r i g h t e r  than the original

23 system, are less expensive to install than electrically p o wer ed  lights, and

24 are virtually maintenance free; and

25 WHEREAS although radioluminescent lighting systems a pp e a r  to be a

26 reliable and cost-effective alternative to electrically generated runway

27 lights for rural Alaska, without approval of the Federal A v i a t i o n  Adminis-

28 tration, commercial carriers cannot officially ut i l i z e  RL lighting systems,

29 so installation of the RL lighting sy st em  is still not practical;
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BE  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p ec tf ull y r e q u e s t s  

the Federal A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to e xp ed it e its re v i e w  p r o c e s s  for 

certify in g r a d i o l u m i n e s c e n t  run wa y lights by m a k i n g  the testing of R L  

lights a p r i o r i t y  project.

COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  H. 

B u r n l e y  IV, Secretary, U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a ns por ta ti on ; the 

H o n o r a b l e  T. A l l e n  McArtor, Adm ini st ra to r, F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  

the Ho n o r a b l e  F r a n k l i n  L. C unningham, A l a s k a  R e g i o n  Director, F e d e r a l  

A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  

F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don  Young, U.S. R e p r e­

sentative, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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