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BY JONES, E L I A S O N , ZHAROFF
1 IN T H E  SENATE A N D  FISCHER

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 63

3 IN THE L E G I SL AT URE  OF T H E  STATE OF A LA S K A

4 FIFTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Un ite d States Coast G uar d

6 to continue operation of V HF - F M  distress

7 signal repeater stations.

8 BE IT RESOLVED B Y  THE L EG IS LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS m a n y  small boat comme rc ial  fishermen and m a n y  recreational

10 boat ers  in A l a s k a  rely upon a V H F - F M  emergency p o s i t i o n - i n d i c a t i n g  radio

11 b e a c o n  (EPIRB) to broadcast d is tre ss  signals in the event of an emergency

12 at sea; and

13 WHEREAS the range of a V H F - F M  EP IR B is limited in m a n y  parts of the

14 state by mount ai ns  that block V H F - F M  radio signals; and

15 WHEREAS the United States Coast G uar d operates seve ra l V H F - F M  radio

16 signal repeater stations in the is ol a t e d  areas of the s tat e to relay V H F - F M

17 distress signals in order to ov er c o m e  the problems caused b y  coastal moun-

18 tains; and

19 WHEREAS the Coast Guard p rop o s e s  to close six V H F - F M  repeater stations

20 as part of an economy measure to cut $100,000,000 from the Coast Guard's

21 fiscal year 1988 budget; and

22 WHEREAS the closure of these V H F - F M  repeater stations will result in

23 gaps in the co verage of V H F - F M  d ist r e s s  signal m o n i t o r i n g  services pr ov i d e d

24 by the Coast Guard; and

25 WHEREAS the absence of servi ces  to monit or  for V H F - F M  distress signals

26 in the areas served by these r ep e a t e r  stations puts at risk small boat

27 fishermen and recreational b o at ers  who operate in these areas;

28 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State Legislature that the U n i t e d  States

29 Coast Guard is respectfully req u e s t e d  to continue to o p er at e all ex is t i n g
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1 V H F - F M  radio di st r e s s  sign al  repeat er  stations in Alaska.

2 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Ronald

3 Reagan, Pr esident of the U n i t e d  States; to the Ho n o r a b l e  George Bush,

4 Vic e- Pr esi de nt  of the U n i t e d  States a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of the U.S. Senate; to

5 the H o n o ra ble  Jam es  H. B u r n l e y  IV, Secr eta ry  of Tran sp ort at io n;  to Admiral

6 Paul A. Yost, Jr., Coast G u a r d  Commandant; to R e a r  A d mi ra l E dwa r d  Nelson,

7 Jr., C om mander 17t h Coast G u a r d  District; to the H o n o r a b l e  J i m  Wright,

8 Speaker of the U.S. H o u s e  of Re pr es entatives; a n d  to the Hono ra bl e T e d

9 Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M urkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon or ab le

10 D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  memb er s of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in - Con-

11 gress.
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