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B Y  T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  A N D
1 IN TH E SENATE S O C I A L  S ER VICES C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  SE N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 62 (HESS)

3 IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T AT E O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to m a k i n g  state f a c i l i t i e s  an d

6 n a t i o n a l  pa rk s i n  A l a s k a  a c c e s s i b l e  to

7 visitors.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T AT E O F  ALASKA:

9 WH E R E A S  m o r e  than 20 p e r cen t of the U n i t e d  St at e s  p o p u l a t i o n  is of

10 r et ir em en t age; an d

11 W H E R E A S  13 p e rce nt  of all tourist trav ele rs  h a v e  a disabil it y;  and

12 W H E R E A S  e l d e r l y  p e rs on s ha v e  m or e  d i s p o s a b l e  inc om e and d i s c r e t i o n a r y

13 time t h a n  any o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  segment; and

14 W HE RE AS A l a s k a  may be p e r c e i v e d  by some to be  a b e a u ti fu l ye t r u g g e d

15 w i l d e r n e s s  a c c e s s i b l e  m ain l y  to the fleet of foot; and

16 WHERE AS i n c r e a s i n g  t o u r i s m  by p r o v i d i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c e n t i v e  for

17 e l d er ly  and h a n d i c a p p e d  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  g r e atl y b e n e f i t  the A l a s k a n  economy;

18 and

19 W H E RE AS  t o u r i s m  is an ind us tr y that has li tt le  neg a t i v e  e ff e c t  on  the

20 e n v i r o n m e n t ; and

21 W H E RE AS  p r o j e c t s  that p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s  for h a n d i c a p p e d  a nd

22 e l d e r l y  v i s i t o r s  are l a bo r- in te nsi ve  in ve stments; an d

2'3 W H ERE AS  g r e a t e r  access for elder ly  and h a n d i c a p p e d  v i s i t o r s  w i l l

24 e n h a n c e  A l a s k a ' s  image as a d e s t i n a t i o n  that is s e n s i t i v e  to b o t h  p e o p l e

25 a nd  the environment;

26 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

27 the  g ov e r n o r  to

28 (1) examine ways of m a k i n g  state f a c i l i t i e s  mor e  a c c e s s i b l e  to

29 e l d er ly and h a n d i c a p p e d  vis it or s; and
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1 (2) promote A l a s k a ' s  accessi bi lit y to elderly and handicapped

2 vi sitors in approp ri at e m a r k e t i n g  and p rom ot io na l programs.

3 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Don ald  P.

4 Hodel, U.S. Secretary of the Interior; B o y d  Evison, N ati o n a l  P ar k  Service,

5 A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  Director; M a r k  Hickey, co mm issioner of t r a n spo rt at io n and

6 p u b l i c  facilities; J. A n t h o n y  Smith, comm is si on er of co mmerce and economic

7 development; a n d  Judith M. Brady, commi ss io ner  of natur al  resources.
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