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1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  F I S C H E R

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  6 1

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

6 S t a t e s  t o  r e a s s e r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r

7 W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  H e r a l d  I s l a n d ,  H e n r i e t t a

8 I s l a n d ,  J e a n n e t t e  I s l a n d ,  a n d  B e n n e t t

9 I s l a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g

10 o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  w i t h i n  t h e

1 1  A m e r i c a n  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a  a n d

12 t h e  E a s t  S i b e r i a n  S e a s  a n d  t o  p a y  t h e

13 S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  d a m a g e s

1 4  f r o m  t h e i r  l o s s .

15 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

16 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a n s  a n d  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  r e m a i n  j u s t i f i a b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r

17 t h e  f o r t i t u d e  s h o w n  b y  C a p t a i n  T h o m a s  L o n g  a n d  t h e  c r e w  o f  t h e  w h a l i n g  b a r k

18 " N I L E "  f r o m  N e w  L o n d o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  w h o ,  o n  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t

19 t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  1 , 7 4 0  s q u a r e  m i l e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a ;

20 a n d

2 1  W H E R E A S  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  n a m e d  b y  C a p t a i n  L o n g  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m e r  g o v e r -

2 2  n o r  o f  R u s s i a n  A l a s k a  B a r o n  F e r d i n a n d  P e t r o v i c h  v o n  W r a n g e l ,  i s  l o c a t e d

2 3  s o m e  2 7 0  m i l e s  n o r t h w e s t  o f  C a p e  L i s b u r n e ,  A l a s k a  a n d  i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e

2 4  S t a t e  o f  R h o d e  I s l a n d ;  a n d

2 5  W H E R E A S  C a p t a i n  L o n g  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s i g h t  a n d  t o  d e s c r i b e  W r a n g e l

2 6  I s l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  l a n d i n g  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  o c c u r r e d  A u g u s t  1 2 ,

2 7  1 8 8 1 ,  w h e n  C a p t a i n  C a l v i n  L .  H o o p e r ,  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  B e r i n g  S e a  P a t r o l ,  a

2 8  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  t h e  d e  f a c t o  g o v e r n o r

2 9  o f  A l a s k a ,  l a n d e d  a t  C l a r k  R i v e r  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d
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1 and, w i t h  his fellow officers and John M u i r  (who later founded the Sierra

2 Club) raised the A me ri c a n  flag and took p o s s e s s i o n  of the island in the

3 name of the U ni t e d  States; and

4 WHERE AS  Captain H o o p e r  was engaged in a Congressionally sponsored

5 effort to rescue the "JEANNETTE," a vessel e n g a g e d  in Arctic research that

6 was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost a nd  therefore Captain Hooper

7 had the authority to cl ai m Wrange l Island for the United States; and

8 WHERE AS  Wrangel Island became a part of the United States by right of

9 co nfirmed discovery and first p os se ss io n and, later, a permanent settle-

10 m e n t ; and

11 WHEREAS Wrangel Island and its nea rb y s a t el lit e island Herald Island

12 were pl ac ed  by the U n i t e d  States Coast and Ge od eti c Service with in  the

13 District and later T e r ri tor y and State of A l a s k a  in publications from 1900

14 through 1977; and

15 WHEREAS the De L o n g  Islands of He nrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett wer e

16 first d is co ve re d in the East Siberian Sea and w e r e  claimed and n amed by

17 U.S. Navy Com man de r Geo rg e W. De Long d u r i n g  his  1879 - 1881 expe di tio n

18 into the Ar c t i c  where the commander and his cr e w  died w h e n  their ship, the

19 "JEANNETTE," was crus hed  and sunk by ice floes; and

20 WHEREAS the first permanent settlement on Wrangel Island occurred w h e n

21 the A m e r i c a n  ship " S I LV ER  WAVE" landed a party o n  the island on

22 September 15, 1921, a nd  raised the A m e r i c a n  fla g over the island under the

23 dire ct io n of Captain J a c k  Hammer; and

24 WHEREAS the p ar ty  from the "SILVER W AVE " landed w i t h  provisions for

25 only six mo nt hs  as they stated that they p l a n n e d  to susta in themselves by

26 hunting; and

27 WHEREAS the relief vessel in 1922 was b l o c k e d  by ice floes; and

28 WHEREAS when the relief vessel "DO NA LD SON " arrived on  August 23, 1923,

29 the only survivor of the 1921 e xp ed i t i o n  was an  Eskimo seamstress named A d a
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1 "Blackjack" Johnson, who died just a few years ago in Alaska; and

2 WHEREAS a new party led by Charles Wells of Uniontown, Pennsylvania

3 continued settlement on Wrangel Island; and

4 WHEREAS on May 13, 1924, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes

5 stated that the American L omen Brothers were the proprietary owners of

6 Wrangel Island; and

7 WHEREAS on August 20, 1924, an armed party from the Soviet gunboat

8 "RED OCTOBER" landed on Wrangel Island, took Wells and the other Americans

9 by force, and told them that they were being returned to Alaska; and

10 WHEREAS notwithstanding their promises, they took the Americans to

11 V l a d i vo st ok  and confiscated the pelts that the American trappers had accu-

12 m u l ate d during the 12 bitter months on the island; and

13 WHEREAS the Americans who survived their ordeal in V la d i v o s t o k  were

14 released following the intervention of the American consul at Harbin,

15 Manc hu ri a but Charles Wells and two residents of Ala ska  died w h i l e  detained

16 by the Soviet g ov er n m e n t ; and

17 WHEREAS the residents of Alaska who survived their ordeal in Soviet

18 Siberia were all from Golovin Bay, Alaska and they survived notwithstanding

19 the severe physical and emotional trauma resulting f rom the assault, kid-

20 napping, false imprisonment, theft of property together w i t h  other vio-

21 lations of American and Ala sk a law by the agents of the Soviet regime; and

22 WHEREAS after seizing Wrangel Island, the Soviet government proceeded

23 to seize more American soil by occupying the nearby and defenseless Herald

24 Island; and

25 WHEREAS the Soviet government subsequently asserted a spurious claim

26 to the American De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett; and

27 WHEREAS these illegal acts by the Soviet government interrupted 57

28 years of peaceful use of these islands by American seamen, herders, and

29 h u n t e r s ; and
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1 WHEREAS the Soviet occupation of what they refer to as Ostrova De Long

2 is an affront to all Americans, is an insult to the memory of their brave

3 discoverer, and a source of embarrassment to the United States Navy, w h i c h

4 memorializes his memory at the Naval Academy in Annapolis; and

5 WHEREAS the soil of all five of these A me r i c a n  islands and their

6 surrounding continental shelf has been held by m ilitary force in contra-

7 vention of international law and by conduct that is contrary to what is

8 recognized as p rop e r  by civilized nations; and

9 WHEREAS the Soviet government has typified its uncivilized conduct by

10 establishing forced labor camps on Wrangel Island as reported in testimony

11 before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee in January 1973; and

12 WHEREAS it has been reported that Wrangel Island was the last k nown

13 place of imprisonment of Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish Consul in Budapest,

14 Hungary at the end of World Wa r II who was arrested by Soviet forces and

15 who was responsible for saving the lives of thousands of European Jews from

16 the Nazi Holocaust; and

17 WHEREAS this conduct on A m e r i c a n  soil has continued in d ef iance of

18 American law as we l l  as in d ef iance of the international rules of conduct

19 resulting from the Nuremberg war crime trials after World War II; and

20 WHEREAS the continuing trespass by the Soviet government deprives the

21 State of Alaska and its people of their fundamental right to use the is-

22 lands of Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett together with

23 the surrounding continental shelf and its valuable resources; and

24 WHEREAS un l i k e  the governments of Canada and Great Britain, the United

25 States has n eve r surrendered its claims of sovereignty over these islands;

26 and

27 WHEREAS the State of Alask a does not believe that agreements betwe en

28 the United States and the Soviet Union, w h e th er  they be secret or other-

29 wise, can affect American claims to these islands until they ha v e  been
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1 ratified by the U n i t e d  States Senate;

2 B E  IT R ES O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the Government of

3 the Unit ed  States assert and reassert A m e r i c a n  so ve reignty over Wran ge l

4 Island, He ra ld  Island, and the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, a nd

5 Bennett, their resources, and their terr it or ia l shelf in beh al f of the

6 A m e r i c a n  people; and be it

7 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the Government of the U ni t e d  States mak e satis-

8 factory c o m pe ns ati on  and restitu ti on  to the State of A l a s k a  and its p e o p l e

9 for the loss of this territory resulting from the neglect of the U n i t e d

10 States Government to protect Am er ic an lives and property w h e n  the lands

11 w er e  seized in 1924; and be it

12 FURTHER RE SO L V E D  that the State of Al as k a  asserts and reasserts its

13 c l aim  to Wran ge l Island, H e r a l d  Island, and the De L o n g  Islands of

14 Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett and t heir surrou nd in g continental s h elf

15 as an integral part of the State of Alaska; and be it

16 FURT HE R R E S O L V E D  the Go ve rno r of the State of Al a s k a  is req ue ste d to

17 initiate appropr ia te legal claims for relief before the U.S. F o r eig n Cl ai ms

18 Settlement Commission, the U.S. Court of Claims or o ther legal forums of 

19- the United States as may be appropriate.

20 COPIES of this r es ol ut io n shall be sent to the H o n o rab le  R o n a l d

21 Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; to the Hono rab le  Geor ge  P. Shultz,

22 Secretary of State; to the Hono rab le  Ge or ge  Bush, V i c e -P res id en t of the

23 Un i t e d  States and President of the U.S. Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  Ji m Wright,

24 Speaker of the U.S. House of Re presentatives; and to the Ho n o r a b l e  Te d

25 Stevens and the Ho norable F ran k Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e

26 D o n  Young, U.S. R epresentative, m e m be rs of the Alaska d e l e g a t i o n  in Con-

27 gress.
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