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1 IN T H E  SENATE B Y  COGH IL L AND JONES

2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALAS KA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Requesting the Congress to remove the

6 Highway Trust Fund and the Airport and

7 Airway Trust Fund from the Un i f i e d

8 Federal B u d g e t .

9 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS the Alaska Legislature believes it is inappropriate that the

11 dedi cat ed  trust funds for highways and airports are subject to the Un i f i e d

12 Federal Budget process; and

13 WHEREAS the highway and airport trust funds are funded by u ser fees

14 c ollected in advance of expenditure and are dedicated to high way  and air-

15 por t improvement programs; and

16 WHEREAS, at the national level, the Highway Trust F u n d  can support an

17 annual spending level of over $15,000,000,000 and the Airport and A ir w a y

18 Trust Fund can support an annual spending level of $5,000,000,000; and

19 WHEREAS inclusion in the Unifi ed  Federal Budget has limited appro-

20 priations from the Highway Trust Fund to less t han $13,000,000,000 a year

21 a n d  appropriations from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund to approximately

22 $3,500,000,000 a year; and

23 WHEREAS the inclusion of appropriations from the highway and airport

24 trust funds in the Unified Federal Budget prevents A l a s k a  from receiving

25 $20,000,000 each year in highway funds and $6,000,000 each year in airport

26 funds to wh ic h the state is entitled; and

27 WHEREAS reductions in highway and airport t r a n sp or ta tio n trust fund

28 appropriations hamper A l a s k a’s, as w ell as the other states', ability to

29 address identified, critical transportation needs; and
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1 W H E R E A S  the m o n e y  in the h ig hw ay  and  a i rp or t trust funds cannot be

2 tr a n s f e r r e d  to other pr ograms i n c l u d e d  in the U n i f i e d  F e d e r a l  Budget; and

3 W H E R E A S  limitations on h i g h w a y  a n d  airport trust fund  expenditures

4 reduce on l y  the total federal budget but do no t result in a real reduction

5 in the f e d era l d e f i c i t ;

6 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S tate Le g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  requests

7 the C o n g r e s s  to re mo ve  the H i g hw ay  T rus t Fu n d  and the A i r p o r t  and Airway

8 Trust F u n d  from the U n i f i e d  Fede ra l Budget.

9 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  sh al l be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Ronald

10 Reagan, P r e s id en t of  the U n i t e d  States; to the H o n o r a b l e  George Bush,

11 V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States an d Pres id ent  of the U.S. Senate; the

12 H o n o r a b l e  James H. B ur nle y IV, S e c r e t a r y  of T r a nsp or ta ti on;  the H o n ora bl e

13 J i m  Wrigh t, Speak er  of the U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s en ta tiv es ; a n d  to the Honor-

14 able T e d  Stevens a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murkow ski , U.S. Senators, and the

15 H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e nt at iv e, me m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d el eg a t i o n

16 in Congress.

17
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