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1 IN THE SE N A T E  BY THE FINAN CE  CO MMITTEE

2 H O U S E  CS FOR CS F O R  SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55 (Finance)

3 IN THE LEG IS LA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIF TE EN TH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Relating to establishing a U ni t e d  States

6 Navy homeport in Alaska.

7 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  n a v a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in  the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  and A r c t i c  O c e a n  h a v e

9 i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  to t he e x t e n t  t h a t  m o r e  f o r e i g n

10 v e s s e l s  n o w  o p e r a t e  in  t h e s e  w a t e r s  t h a n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e g i s t e r s  or

11 d e p l o y s  w o r l d w i d e ;  a n d

12 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ,  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  are v u l n e r a b l e  to e c o n o m -

13 ic a n d  m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e s  f r o m  the p o t e n t i a l  f o r e i g n  c a p a b i l i t y  to o p e r a t e

14 i n  n o r t h e r n  ocea n s  w i t h  n u c l e a r  a nd c o n v e n t i o n a l  p o l a r  c l a s s  i c e b r e a k e r s

15 a n d  o t h e r  i c e - s t r e n g t h e n e d  ships; and

16 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  c o a s t l i n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6,640 m i l e s  is l o n g e r  t h a n

17 t hat of  t h e  rest of t he c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  and

18 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is o p e n i n g  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade a n d  e x c h a n g e  t h a t

19 s u p p o r t s  g r e a t e r  n a v a l  p r e s e n c e ;  and

20 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  o c c u p i e s  a p i v o t a l  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  in r e l a t i o n

21 to t he P a c i f i c  an d  A r c t i c  Rims; and

22 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  c o n t a i n s  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  a re

23 of s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

24 W H E R E A S  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a N a v y  h o m e p o r t  at o n e  or m o r e  A l a s k a n  c o m m u -

25 n i t i e s  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f o r  n a v a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  the

26 N o r t h  P a c i f i c  a n d  A r c t i c  O c eans;

27 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the G o v e r n o r  a n d  t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

28 s t r o n g l y  u r g e  the U n i t e d  S t ates N a v y  to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  h o m e p o r t  at

29 o ne or  m o r e  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a n d  be  it
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1 FURTHER R ES OLVED that the State of Alaska is willing to seriously

2 consider investment of as much as $100,000,000, through a cooperative

3 arrangement w i t h  the United States Navy, to develop infrastructure or other

4 capital improvements necessary for the establishment of a major, long-term

5 Navy homeport in Alaska; and be it

6 FURTHER R ES O L V E D  that the willingness of the State of Alas ka  to pro-

7 vide infrastructure or other capital improvements is contingent upon the

8 completion of a cost-benefit analysis, including consideration of relevant

9 economic, social, and environmental factors that demonstrates that the

10 state would derive net benefits from  an investment of public funds or other

11 resources; and be it

12 FURTHER RES OLVED that the State of Alaska strongly urges the United

13 States Navy to work with any h om eport community to develop an appropriate

14 emergency management plan that addresses public safety issues arising from

15 potential accidents with ha zardous materials, nuclear and non-nuclear

16 weapons, and n u cle ar  reactors; and be it

17 FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Alaska's support for the

18 development of homeport facilities in Al ask a is contingent u pon the

19 agreement of each affected homeport community, as expressed by an advisory

20 vote of the community.

21 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the H on orable Frank

22 Carlucci, Secretary of Defense; to the Honorable William Bell, III, Secre-

23 tary of the Navy; and to the H o n o rab le  Ted Stevens and the Ho norable Frank

24 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable D o n  Young, U.S. Representative,

25 members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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