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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  COMM IT TEE  BY  
1 IN THE SENATE RE Q U E S T  O F  THE G O V E R N O R

2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 55

3 IN T H E  LE GI SL AT URE  OF THE  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T EE NTH  L E G I SL AT UR E - SECOND SESSION

5 Re la ti ng to e s t a b l i s h i n g  a U n i t e d  States

6 Navy homeport in Alaska.

7 B E  IT RE SOLVED BY TH E LE GIS LA TU RE  OF THE  STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS naval activities in the N o r t h  Pacific and A r c t i c  O c e a n  h a v e

9 increased dramatically in recent years to the extent tha t m or e  f o r ei gn

10 vessels n o w  operate in these waters t ha n  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  r egisters or

11 deploys worldwide; and

12 WHEREAS Alaska, the U n i t e d  States and Canada are v u l n e r a b l e  to econom-

13 ic and militar y pressures from  the potential foreig n c a p a b i l i t y  to operat e

14 in northern oceans w i t h  n u c l e a r  and conventional p o l a r  class icebreakers

15 and other ice-strengthened ships; and

16 WHEREAS Alaska's coastline of approximately 6,640 m i l e s  is longer than

17 that of the rest of the continental U ni t e d  States; and

18 WHEREAS Alaska is opening to international trade a n d  exchang e that

19 supports greater naval presence; and

20 WHEREAS Alaska occupies a pivotal p os ition in r e l a t i o n  to the P a ci fi c

21 and Arctic Rims; and

22 WHEREAS Al as ka  contains vast quantities of na t u r a l  resources that are

23 of strategic importance to the U ni t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, in a dd ition to its strategic g e o g r a p h i c a l  location, A l a s k a

25 can offer the U n i t e d  States Navy state land and  r e s o ur ces  and a w i l l in gn es s

26 to w or k  cooperatively to develop infrastructure n e c e s s a r y  for the estab-

27 lishment of a Navy homeport in Alaska; and

28 WHEREAS establishing a Navy homeport at one or m o r e  A l a s k a n  commu-

29 nities could prov id e great er  sustainability for  n a v a l  oper at io ns in  the
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1 N o r t h  P a c i f i c  an d A r c t i c  Oceans;

2 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  ahd  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

3 s tr on gl y u r g e  the U n i t e d  States N a v y  to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a h o m e p o r t  at

4 a c o m m u n i t y  o n  the coast of Alaska.

5 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s ha ll  be  sent to the Hohbrfcble F r a n k

6 Carlucci, S e c re ta ry of Defense; to the H o n o t a b l e  James H. Webb, Jr., Secre-

7 tary of the Navy; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Steve ns  an d the  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k

8 Mu rko w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p res en ta ti ve,

9 m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in  Congress.
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