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B Y  STURGULEWSKI, KERTTULA,
1 IN T H E  S EN A T E  SZYMANSKI, R O D E Y  A N D  J O S E P H S O N

2 SEN AT E J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 50

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A LA S K A

4 FIFT EE NT H L E G I S L A T U R E  - SEC ON D SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  a n  amendment to the Constitu-

6 ti o n  of the State of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to

7 o p e n  meetings.

8 BE I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T AT E OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. Article I, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S tate of Alaska, is a m e nd ed

10 by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

11 S E C T I O N  23. M E E T I N G S  OPEN. The de li be ra tio ns  of e a c h  h o u s e  of

12 the legisla tur e and the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of the committees and subcommit-o 13 tees a n d  of each c o m mit te e of the w h o l e  shall be open to th e pu b l i c

14 unl ess  the legislative b o d y  is m e e t i n g  in exe cu ti ve  s e s s i o n  to con-

15 si de r m a t t e r s  a ut ho ri ze d b y  law. If a m a t t e r  is a p p r o p r i a t e  to a

16 p a r t i c u l a r  legislative body, p r i v a t e  and  substantive d e l i b e r a t i o n  on

17 the m a t t e r  by a q u o r u m  of that le gi slative b o d y  is a v i o l a t i o n  of this

18 section. Caucuses of the leg i s l a t u r e  m a y  me e t  in p r i v a t e  to co ns id er

19 m a t t e r s  of procedure, o rga ni za ti on,  or strategy.

20 * Sec. 2. (a) The p u r p o s e  o f  the a mendment to art. I, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of

21 t h e  S tate of Alaska, p r o p o s e d  i n  sec. 1 of this re so l u t i o n  is to ma k e

22 o p e n n e s s  i n  government the rul e an d s e c rec y the exception. The amendment

23 e n s u r e s  that the public is not  e x c l u d e d  d u r i n g  the substantive d e l i b e r a t i v e

24 a n d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  stages of the b u d g e t a r y  and lawmaking process.

25 (b) T h e  existing o p e n  m e e t i n g s  law, A S  4 4. 62.310 an d 44.62.312,

26 c o m p l i e s  w i t h  this co n s t i t u t i o n a l  a mendment and the amendment pr ovi d e s  a

27 b a s i s  for jud ic ia l en f o r c e m e n t  of that law, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  art. II,

28 secs. 6 an d 12, Co nst i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska.

29 (c) T h e  existing o p e n  m e e t i n g  law r equ ir es  that v o t e s  be c on d u c t e d  in
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1 a a a n n a r  that allows the public to k n o w  ho w aeab er s voted. For  executive

2 sessions, it requires that meetings first be co nv ene d as pu bl ic  aeetings

3 and the qu es ti on of ho l d i n g  an executive session b e  d e t e m i n e d  by a ma-

4 jority vote of the body. Reasonable public notice is required for open

5 meetings.

6 (d) U n d e r  existing law, a legislative b o d y  aay use an  executive

7 session only to discuss

8 (1) aatters, the iamediate knowledge of w hi ch w o u l d  clearly have

9 an adverse effect on the finances of the government;

10 (2) subjects w h i c h  tend to prejudice the reputation and charac-

11 ter of any person, pr ov ide d the pe r s o n  m a y  request a public discussion; a nd

12 (3) matters w h i c h  by law, municipal charter, or ordinance are

13 required to be confidential.

14 (e) This amendment is not intended to prev en t the free flow of ideas

15 among legislators or their participation i n  public forums, community

16 events, or social events. Meetings of less than  a quorum of the legisla-

17 tive body that have the purpose or effect of c ir cumventing the o pen meet-

18 ings law w o u l d  also be a violation of this section.

19 (f) In the pre par at io n of its neutral summary u n d e r  AS 15.58.-

20 0 2 0 ( 6 ) (C), the Legislative Affairs Age nc y shall consider the statement of

21 legislative intent contained in (a) - (e) of this section.

22 * Sec. 3. The amendment proposed by this r esolution shall be p l a c e d

23 before the voters of the state at the next g e ne ra l election in conformity

24 w i t h  art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the S ta te  of Alaska, and  the elec-

25 tion laws of the state.
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