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BY TH E L A BO R A N D
1 IN TH E S EN A T E  COMMERCE CO M M I T T E E

2 CS FOR S E N A T E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 46 (L&C)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - SE C O N D  S E S SI ON

5 O p p o s i n g  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a l i mi te d

6 entry s y s t e m  in the Nor th  Paci fi c sable-

7 fish longl in e fishery.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  t h e  N o r t h  P a ci fi c F i sh er y M a n a g e m e n t  Council is d e v e l o p i n g

1 0  d e t a i l e d  o pti on s,  i n c l ud in g license l i m i t a t i o n  an d i ndividual t r a n sfe ra bl e

11 quota systems, for limited entry in the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  sab le fi sh l on gline

12 fishery, w i t h  1989 set as the target date for implementation; and

13 W H E R E A S  t h e  N at i o n a l  Marine F i s he ri es Serv ic e has pu b l i s h e d  in  the

14 Feder al  R e g i s t e r  a n ot i c e  that anyone e n t e r i n g  the s a b l efi sh  lon gl in e

15 fishery a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  26, 1985, wil l not be a s s u r e d  of future p a rt ic ipa -

16 tion  if the c o u n c i l  develops, and the Se c r e t a r y  of Commerce implements, a

17 limited e n t r y  regime for the fishery; and

18 W H E R E A S  the  Gulf of A la s k a  s a b l e f i s h  l ongline fishery was  A m e r i c a n i z e d

19 in the ea rly  1 9 8 0 ' s, o p e n i n g  the do o r  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by the res ident

20 A l a s k a  fleet fo r only a short p e r i o d  of time; and

21 W H E R E A S  th e support for im posing l i m i t e d  e n t r y  in the s a b le fi sh  long-

22 line f is he ry is coming prim ar ily  fro m the l ongline fleet b as ed in the State

23 of W as h i n g t o n ,  and has little support in  Alaska; a n d

24 WHE REAS, becau se  rela tiv el y few A l a s k a  f i s h e r m e n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the

25 s a b le fis h lon gl in e fishery, A la s k a  f i s h e r m e n  w o u l d  be the g r o u p  m ost li kel y

26 to be e x c l u d e d  from the fishery by the i m p o s i t i o n  of limited entry; a nd

27 W H E R E A S  s a b le fi sh  limited entry w o u l d  e x c lud e di sp ro p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r s

28 of A l a s k a  f i s h e r m e n  a n d  preclude p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  the g r ow in g A l a s k a  long-

29 line fi s h i n g  fleet; and
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1 WHEREAS the local economies of the coastal communities of Al a s k a

2 d e p e n d  o n  the income g enerated by resident Alaska fishermen; and

3 WHEREAS success and pr os p e r i t y  in the Alaska fishing industry depends

4 o n  the participants' ability to d i v ers if y and to adapt to changing resource

5 a n d  economic conditions; and

6 WHEREAS the ability to pa r t i c i p a t e  in multip le  fisheries and adapt to

7 c ha n g i n g  economic and resource c onditions are v i t a l  characteristics of the

8 w e s t e r n  Al as k a  fishing fleet; and

9 WHEREAS limited entry a r t if ic ia ll y restricts a number of participants

1 0  to a parti cu lar  fishery regardless of the fluctuating economics and re-

1 1  source conditions of that fishery; and

12 WHEREAS limited entry on one species restricts the ability of the

13 fleet to shift from species to species as economic and resource conditions

14 a l l o w  and increases the p re ssure on the fisheries that are not subject to

15 limited entry; and

16 WHEREAS consid er at io n of limited entry for a fishery tends to cause

17 m o r e  people to enter the fishery than w ou ld otherwise co nsider d oi ng  so in

18 o r d e r  to e s t ab li sh  a hist ory  of p a rt ic ipa ti on  and become eligible for a

19 limi te d entry permit; and

20 WHEREAS limited entry in the sab le fis h longline fishery w o u l d  perpetu-

2 1  ate a tragic mi sc o n c e p t i o n  that each individual commercial fishery can be

2 2  m a n a g e d  independently of other c ommercial fisheries, and ignores the inter-

23 rela ti on sh ip b e tw ee n all commercial fisheries; and

24 WHEREAS limited entry r epresents a q u i c k - a n d - e a s y , but ineffective,

25 so lu t i o n  to more fundamental manag em en t problems; and

26 WHEREAS eac h attempt w o r l d w i d e  to implement a perfect limited entry

27 sys tem  has r es ulted in u n f o r e s e e n  consequences that o ften leave a fishery

28 in w orse economic condition than the one the limited entry system was

29 d esi gn ed  to correct; and
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1 W H ER EA S the fishery management is characterized by such complexity and

2 so ma n y  variables that the best method to control entry into a fishery is

3 free enterprise, allowing individuals a free choice whet he r to participate

4 in the fishery;

5 B E  IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is

6 respectfully requested to take whatever act io n is necessary to protect the

7 rights of Alaska fishermen and to vigorously oppose any effort to implement

8 limited entry in the North Pacific sablefish longline fishery; and be it

9 F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the N orth Pacific Fishery Management Council is

1 0  respectfully requested to abandon all efforts to study, plan, encourage, or

11 re commend implementation of limited entry in the North Pacific sablefish

1 2  longline fishery; and be it

13 FURTHER RESOLVED that if the council recommends the adoption of limit-

14 ed entry for the North Pacific sablefish longline fishery, then the Secre-

15 tary of Commerce is respectfully requested to reject this recommendation.

16 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Wi l l i a m

17 Verity, United States Secretary of Commerce; Mr. James Campbell, chairman

18 of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council; and to the H on orable Ted

19 Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon or ab le

20 Do n Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska d elegation in Con-

2 1  gress.
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