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1 IN THE SENATE BY T HE  RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 SENATE JOINT R E SO LU TI ON  NO. 44

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LA S K A

4 FIFTEENTH LE GIS LA TU RE  - FIRST SESSION -

5 R e l a t i n g  to the w a t e r  quality standards

6 of the State of A l a s k a  under the Clean

7 Wa te r Act.

8 BE IT RESOLVED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
-

v •

9 WHEREAS the Legislature of the State of Ala sk a believes that the

10 federal Clean W at er  Act was enacted prim ar il y to protect the w ater of the

11 nation from degradation caused by chemical pollutants and to ensure that

12 industrial w ater users would be held accountable for their effluent d i s­

n
13 charges; and

14 WHEREAS the water quality st an da rd  for turbidity adopted by the State

15 of Alaska has interfered with r easonable economic opportunities for r e­

16 source development in Alaska; and

17 WHEREAS the Legislature of the State of Al as ka  has determined that

18 there is no reasonable relationship b e t w e e n  the ec onomic and social costs

19 of the retention of the turbidity standards for o t h e r  than drinking water

2 0 systems and the benefits obtained from its re tention for all water uses;

2 1 and

22 WHEREAS the Legislature of the State of A l a s k a  is considering the

23 repeal of the existing water quality standard for turbidity but wishes to j

24 comply with the requirements of sec. 303 of the C l e a n  Wa te r Act; and
-

25 WHEREAS the Legislature ha s sought to determine w h e the r the repeal of
■

26 the state turbidity standard is p e r mit te d under the Clean Water Act and

27 whether there would be adverse environmental consequences if it relied on

28 the remaining water quality standards; and

o 29 WHEREAS the drinking w a t e r  standards n ow  a pply to all but two water
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bo d i e s  in the state; and

W H E R E A S  ea c h  w at er  b o d y  in A l a s k a  doe s not n a t u ra ll y m ee t  the c r i­

te r i o n  for dr in ki ng w a t e r  and the D e p a r t m e n t  of E nv i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

ca ut i o n s  the residents of the s tate o n  t h e i r  use of n a t ur al  w a t e r  as d r i n k­

ing w a t e r  without treatment; and

WH E R E A S  the L e g i s l a t u r e  be li e v e s  that the  a p p l i cat io n of the d r i n k i n g  

w a t e r  s ta ndard for tur bid it y has b e e n  i nc o r r e c t l y  a p p li ed  to A l a s k a  w a t e r  

u n d e r  the terms of the C l e a n  W a t e r  Act an d th e m u l t i p l e  use  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

of state water;

B E  IT RESOL VE D by the A la s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the memb er s of the 

A l a s k a  de le g a t i o n  in Congress are r e q u e s t e d  to seek l e g i s l a t i o n  or r e g u­

latory changes that w o u l d  alter or  w aive e a c h  requirement of law that

(1) pr ecludes the State of A l a s k a  from a p p l y i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  

s t a nd ar ds  to state w a t e r  that refl ect  the actual use of the water; or

(2 ) makes a t urbidity c r i t e r i o n  a n e c ess ar y part of the state's 

w a t e r  quality p la n  u n d e r  sec. 303(c) of the  C lean W a t e r  Act.

CO PI ES  of this r eso lu ti on  shall be sen t to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted Stevens 

and the Ho norable F ra nk Murkowski, U.S. Senators, a nd  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  

Young, U.S. Representative, m e m be rs of th e A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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