
Introduced: 4/16/87 5-1079A
Referred: International Trade, State Affaira,

Labor and Commerce and Finance

1 IN THE SENATE B Y  UEHLING

2 SENATE JOINT R ES OL U T I O N  NO. 42

3 IN THE  L EGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FI FTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the us e of state airports

6 for pl utonium shipments under a proposed

7 U n i t e d  States agreement wi t h  Japan.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY T HE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS pl utonium is an extremely toxic nucle ar  fuel that can be

1 0  lethal in minute amounts wh e n  ingested; and

11 WHEREAS the Un it ed States and J a p a n  have recently concluded the nego-

12 tiation of a 30-year nuclear c ooperation agreement that would permit the

13 shipping of plutonium by air over a p o l a r  route b e t w e e n  Europe and Japan;

14 and

15 WHEREAS it is very likely that the agreement w ou ld  result in the

16 designation of an Al ask a airport as an intermediate refueling point for the

17 shipments from Europe to Japan; and

18 WHEREAS it is predicted that as m u c h  as 40 m e t r i c  tons of p l u t o n i u m

19 would be shipped from Europe to J ap an  over several years starting in the

20 early 1990's; and

21 WHEREAS the proposed agreement doe s not specify whether the standards

22 of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission or the less stringept standards of the

23 International Atomic Energy Agency w o u l d  be followed to ensure the safety

24 of the shipments; and

25 WHEREAS a cask for safely sh ipping the large quantities of p l u t on ium

26 by air has not yet b een designed, an d it is uncl ea r whether it is possi ble

27 to build a cask that can survive an  airplane crash and is large enough to

28 ship the quantities of plutonium contemplated by the agreement; and

29 WHEREAS an environmental impact statement has not been prepared for
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1 the p r o p o s e d  agreement, a l t h o u g h  there is court pr ecedent fo r the proposi-

2 tion that the m ov ement of  n u c l e a r  fuel q u a li fi es as a m a j o r  fede ra l action

3 r e q u i r i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n  of an impact statement; and

4 W H E R E A S  all ow in g the p l a n e s  ca rr yi ng  the p l u t o n i u m  sh ipments to land

5 in t h e  state w o u l d  hav e tr em e n d o u s  con se que nc es  for the h e a l t h  a nd  safety

6 of t h e  state's residents and  th e p r o t e c t i o n  of the state's environment;

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S ta te  L eg i s l a t u r e  oppo se s the pr oposed

8 3 0 - y e a r  n u c l e a r  c o o p e ra ti on  ag reement b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Sta te s a n d  Japan

9 that w o u l d  a l l o w  the s hipment of p l u t o n i u m  by a i r  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e  a n d  Japan

10 by p o l a r  route, res ul tin g in r e f u el in g st opovers in  the st at e d u r i n g  the

11 shipments.

12 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Ronald

13 R e ag an , P resident of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, Vice-

14 P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States and P r e si den t of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

15 a b l e  Caspar W. Weinberger, Sec retary of the U.S. D ep art me nt  of Defense; the

16 H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S. Her ri ng to n, S ecretary of the U.S. De pa r t m e n t  of  Energy;

17 the  Ho n o r a b l e  George P. Shultz, S e c r et ar y of the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of State;

18 the H o n o r a b l e  El i z a b e t h  H a n f o r d  Dole, Secr et ary  o f  the U.S. D ep ar tme nt  of

19 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Ji m Wright, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. House of

20 R ep r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Lando W. Zech, Jr., C h a i r m a n  of the U.S.

21 N u c l e a r  R eg ul a t o r y  C o m m i s si on ; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Te d S t eve ns  and the

22 H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u rkowski, U.S. Senators, and  th e H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S.

2 3  Re pr e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e mb er s of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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