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1 IN THE SENA TE  B Y  H E N S L E Y

2 SENATE J O I N T  RE SOL U T I O N  NO. 41

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F TE EN TH  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 Re la t i n g  to a S i b e r i a n  c r o s s i n g  and

6 cultural exchange.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST AT E OF ALASKA:

8 W H ER EAS  President Re ag a n  a nd  General Secretary Gorbachev, r e c o g n i z i n g

9 the desires of the citizens of t h e i r  countries, signed an a g r e e m e n t  in 1986

10 encouraging people-to-people exch an ges  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Sta te s and the

11 Soviet Union; and

12 W H ER EA S the Alaska P erf or mi ng  Artists for Peace b r o u g h t  t hi s  agreement

13 to life by visiting the Soviet U n i o n  last year; and

14 WHERE AS  the people of A l a s k a  and the Soviet U n i o n  h a v e  a shar ed

15 history; and

16 WHER EA S some of the i nhabitants of the Al a s k a  a n d  Soviet U n i o n  coastal

17 communities on the Ber in g Strait h av e  family and c ul tural ties; a nd

18 WHER EA S the people of St. La wr en ce Isl an d in A l a s k a  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  an

19 invitation to the peo pl e in Siber ia  to p a r t i ci pa te  i n  a n  A l a s k a  w h a l i n g

2 0  festival this summer; and

21 WHER EA S other A l a s k a  commun iti es  are p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  to w e l c o m e

22 the people from Siberia and w o u l d  like to include the S i b e r i a n  v i s i t o r s  in

23 the World Es ki mo-Indian Olympics i n  August; and

24 WHEREAS, if Siberian r esidents are a l lo wed  to v i s i t  A l a s k a ,  the visit

25 will be the first S ib erian cr os sin g for the residents in a lm o s t  40  years;

26 and

27 WHEREAS the p ro po se d exchan ge  w ou ld  p r om ote  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  un d e r s t a n d -

28 ing and w o r l d  peace;

29 BE IT RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  s up po rts  a S i b e r i a n
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1 c ro ssi ng  a n d  cultural ex ch ang e in A l a s k a  for A l a s k a n  and S ib e r i a n  residents

2 this summer; and be it

3 F UR TH ER  RE SO LV ED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature resp ect fu ll y en-

4 courages the President of the U n i t e d  States to support and assist this

5 pr op os ed  S ib e r i a n  cr oss in g a nd  exchange; and be it

6 F U R TH ER  RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature respe ctf ul ly  urges

7 t h e  members of the state's C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e le ga tio n to suppo rt  this pro-

8 p o s e d  S ib er ia n crossing and cultural exchange.

9 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o ra bl e Ronald

10 Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted  Stevens

11 a n d  the H o n o rab le  F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the  H o n o ra bl e D o n

12 Young, U.S. Representative, m e m be rs  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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