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Introduced: 4/8/87 5-0996A
Referred: Resources

BY ZHAROFF, KERTTULA, E L I A S O N ,
1 IN THE SENATE STURGULEWSKI, FAIKS AND JONES

2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F TE ENT H LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 Relating to the Brooks R iv er Falls fish

6 ladder.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the National Park Service has recently stated that it will

9 remove the fish ladder at Brooks Falls on the Brooks R i v e r  in Katmai Na-

10 tional Park; and

11 WHEREAS the fish ladder was installed at the falls in 1949 in response

12 to the concerns of fisheries biologists who had reco gni ze d as early as the

13 19 2 0 's that a ladder was necessary to allow more sockeye salmon to migrate

14 above the falls, and that it would allow pink, coho, and chum salmon access

15 to the area above the falls; and

16 WHEREAS the pa rtially successful attempt to construct a bypass of the

17 falls in 1920 and the later construction of the pres ent  fish ladder were

18 done wi t h  the knowledge and support of the appropriate national fisheries

19 management and National Park Service personnel; and

20 WHEREAS on-site observers estimate that in recent years approximately

2 1  one-half of the sockeye salmon that spawn above the falls use the fish

2 2  ladder to get there; and

23 WHEREAS the salmon using the ladder annually account for an estimated

24 $134,000 of ex-vessel value to the Bristol Bay sockeye salmon fishery; and

25 WHEREAS the anticipated annual maintenance costs for the fish ladder

26 are estimated to be less than one percent of this ex-vessel value; and

27 WHEREAS sockeye salmon is the economic ma instay of the Bristol Bay

28 fishing industry and the major source of income for the residents of the

29 Bristol Bay region; and
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- 1 W H ER EA S the Ala s k a  Department of Fish an d Game and National M a r i n e

2 Fisheries Service biologists w ho  have firsthand k n o wl ed ge of the Broo ks

3 River sy st e m  feel that the removal of the ladder will  ultimately pr ove

4 detrim en tal  to the fishery resources of the river; and

5 W H E R E A S  the National Pa r k  Service is b as i n g  its decision o n  its pre-

6 sent o p i n i o n  that the ladder

7 (1) is insignificant to the pr odu c t i o n  of sockeye salmon;

8 (2) is inconsistent wi t h  National Pa r k  Service management objec-

9 tives and federal mandates;

10 (3) allows exotic species and races of fish to enter the u p p e r

11 Brooks R i v e r  ecosystem; and

12 (A) causes bank erosion and degrades the scenic q u al it y of the

13 Brooks R i v e r  Falls; and

14 W H E R E A S  the State of Al as ka  has refuted e a c h  of these points and has

15 pres en te d its evidence and arguments to the Depar tm en t of the I nt er ior  to

16 no avail; a nd

17 W H E R E A S  fisheries biologists of the State of Alaska and the N a t i o n a l

18 Marine F i s h eri es  Service believe that the ladder makes a significant con-

19 trib ut io n to sockeye salmon production, and they presented the scient if ic

2 0 data to b a c k  up that belief; and

21 W H E R E A S  the State of Alaska has found no provisions in the A l a s k a

22 National Interest Lands Conservation Act or  in the legislative h i s to ry  of

23 that Act that compel the National Park Service to remove the fish ladder;

24 and

25 W H E R E A S  a careful review of historic species lists for fish, wil dlife,

26 and a q ua ti c organisms up str ea m and d ow ns t r e a m  of the ladder does not pro-

27 vide an  i n d i c a t i o n  that exotic or n on indigenous species, d i se as e vectors,

28 or gene pools have entered the upper Brooks R i v e r  drainage by way of the

29 ladder; and
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1 WHERE AS  on-site i n s p e c t i o n  of the area b y  State of A l a s k a  p e r s o n n e l

2 has  found no riverbank e r o s i o n  c a u s e d  by or i n  the a rea of the f ish ladder;

3 and

4 WHEREAS most p e o p l e  w h o  visit the falls a r e  not e v e n  aware t h a t  the

5 l ad d e r  exists because of the heavy b r u s h  and v e g e t a t i o n  that h a v e  g ro wn

6 a r o u n d  the ladder si nc e 1949; and

7 WHEREAS it seems inco ns is ten t for the N a t i o n a l  P a r k  Service to say

8 that the ladder is i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the w i l d e r n e s s  q ualities of Ka tm a i

9 N a t i o n a l  Par k wh e n  the service i ts e l f  i n s t a l l e d  a v i e w e r  p l a t f o r m  b y  the

1 0  falls, accessed by a w e l l  t rav el ed  trail f r o m  a comm er ci al  lodge a n d  the

11 Na tio na l Park Service he ad qua rt er s,  and from w h i c h  th er e is a r o a d  in t o  the

12 h e ar t of the b eautiful Va ll e y  of 10,000 Smokes;

13 BE IT RE SO LVE D by  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the S e c r e t a r y  of

14 the Interior is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to i n t er ve ne  in the d e c i s i o n  of the

15 N at ion al  Par k Service to remove the Bro ok s R i v e r  F al ls  fish l a d d e r  in

16 Ka tm a i  National P a r k  a nd reverse that d e c i s i o n  in the best i n t e r e s t s  of an

17 important subsis te nc e fishery and w i l d l i f e  r eso ur ce  protection.

18 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h al l be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

19 Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; to the H o n o r a b l e  D on a l d  P. Hodel,

20 Secretary of the I nterior; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stevens a nd  t h e  Honor-

21 able Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U.S.

22 Representative, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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