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BY JONES, STURGULEWSKI, COGHILL,
1 IN THE SE NA TE ABOOD, FISCHER, FAIKS, K E R T T U L A

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E SOL UT IO N NO. 35

3 IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T EE NT H L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST SESS IO N

5 R e l a t i n g  to m a i n t a i n i n g  tim be r indus tr y

6 employment, fundi ng  of U.S. Forest

7 Service operations, an d the a llowable

8 timber harvest level in S outheast A l a s k a

9 and amendment of sections 703 and 705 of

10 the Al a s k a  Na ti o n a l  I nt erest L a nd s

11 C o n se rva ti on  Act.

12 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E STATE O F  ALASKA:

13 WH E R E A S  in 1947 the Congr ess  p a s s e d  the Tonga ss T i m b e r  Act, w h i c h

14 a uthorized timber sales in the T o n g a s s  N at io na l Forest u n d e r  the U. S.

15 Forest Service's policy of c r e a t i n g  a timber industry in the T o nga ss  Na-

16 tional Forest in order to p r o v i d e  y ea r- r o u n d  employ me nt  in Southeast

17 Alaska; and

18 WHEREAS, wh e n  the Congress p a s s e d  the A l a s k a  Nat i v e  Cl ai ms S ettlement

19 Act (P.L. 92-203) in 1971, the C o n g r e s s  sought to p r ev en t a loss of j o b s  in

20 the t i m b e r  industry of Southeast A l a s k a  by p r o v i d i n g  c o m p e n s a t i n g  ti mb er

21 for the timber selected by N a t i v e  corporations; and

22 WHEREAS, when  the Congress p a s s e d  the Na ti o n a l  Forest M a n a g e m e n t  Act

23 (P.L. 94-588) in 1976, the C o n g r e s s  reaffirmed its commitment to mai nta in -

24 ing ti mb e r  industry jobs in the T o ng as s Na ti o n a l  Forest, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

25 the en vironmental requirements of the Act; and

26 WHEREAS, wh e n  the Congress e s t a bl is hed  w il de r n e s s  areas in the Tongass

27 N at io na l Forest in sec. 703 of the Ala ska  Na ti on al  In terest L an ds  Conserva-

28 tion A ct (ANILCA) (P.L. 96-487), the clear intent of the Con g r e s s  i n  sec.

29 705 wa s to mai nt ai n employment i n  the timb er  ind us tr y that d e p e n d s  on
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1 n a t i o n a l  forest t i m b e r  at the same level as before the p a s s a g e  of the Act;

2  and

3 W H E R E A S  employ men t in the de p e n d e n t  timb er  i nd us tr y is not at the sasie

4 level as bef or e the p a s s a g e  of A N I L C A  b e c a u s e  m or e  t h a n  1,000 jobs h a v e

5 b e e n  lost in the t i m b e r  i nd us try  since that time; and

6 W H E R E A S  the C on g r e s s  has e s t a b l i s h e d  in sec. 705 of A N I L C A  a f u n d i n g

7 m e c h a n i s m  to ensure that e m p l o y m e n t  in the d e p en de nt t i m b e r  in du st ry  is

8 mai n t a i n e d ;  and

9 W H E R E A S  the U.S. Forest S e rv ic e has failed to s p e n d  the funds that it

10 had  r e q u e s t e d  and that we r e  a u t h o r i z e d  by the Co ng re ss  for p r e r o a d i n g  in

11 the T o n g a s s  Na ti o n a l  Forest; and

12 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  bel ieves that the U.S. Fo re st

13 Servic e sho uld  h o n o r  the co m m i t m e n t s  m a d e  to t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y - r e l a t e d  em-

14 pl oy me nt in the T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  Fo re st by Congress;

15 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

16 that the U.S. For es t S e r vi ce  i m m e d i at ely  p r o v i d e  the full amount of p r e r o a d

17 fund in g an d the full amount of inte nsi ve  m a n a g e m e n t  f u nd ing  p r o m i s e d  u n d e r

18 sec. 7 0 5  of ANILCA; and  be it

19 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the  ti m b e r  bas e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  A N I L C A  a n d  the

20 Tong ass  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  Pl a n  for r e n e w a b l e  ti mbe r h a r v e s t s  be  m a i n t a i n e d

21 a lo ng w i t h  the t i m b e r  harves t level of 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  feet per  d e c a d e

22 as m a n d a t e d  by sec. 705 of ANILCA; and  be it

23 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that if the C ong re ss  decide s to amend sec. 705 of

24 ANILCA, it review e a c h  of the o the r c o mp one nt s of the T o n ga ss  c o m p r o m i s e  so

25 that the issue m a y  be p r e s e n t e d  in a c o m p r ehe ns iv e manner; a n d  be it

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t he  A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  re-

27 quests that the C ong r e s s  h o l d  h ea rin gs  in the s ta te  b ef o r e  it m a k e s  amend-

28 ments to secs. 703 or 705 of ANILCA.

29 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  E.
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1 Lyng, Se cretary of Agriculture; the H onorable Don al d P. Hodel, Secretary of

2 the Interior; the H on o r a b l e  Patri ck J. Leahy, Ch airman of t he  Senate Com-

3 m i t t e e  o n  Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; the H o n o r a b l e  J. Bennett 

A Johnston, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Energy and N a t u r a l  Resources;

5 the Ho n o r a b l e  E de la Garza, Ch ai rm an of the H ou se  C o m m it te e on Agricul-

6 ture; the H onorable Mo r r i s  K. Udall, Chair man  of the H o u s e  Committee on

7 I n t e r i o r  and Insular Affairs; Dale Robertson, Chief of the U.S. Forest

8 Service; W i l l i a m  P. Horn, Assistant Secretary for Fish  a n d  Wildlife and

9 Parks, Department of the Interior; and to the Hon or ab le T e d  Stevens an d the

10 H o n o r a b l e  Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S.

11 Representative, membe rs of the Al a s k a  delegation in Congress.
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