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BY BINKLEY, JONES, HENSLEY, KERTTULA, 
BENNETT, STURGULEWSKI, FISCHER, ABOOD, 
HALFORD, ELIASON, COGHILL, ZHAROFF,

1 IN THE SENATE FAIKS, DUNCAN AN D RODEY

2 SENATE JOINT R ESOLUTION NO. 34

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE  STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISL AT UR E - FIRST SESSION

5 Re lating to the interception of A l a s k a

6 sa lm on  on the hig h seas.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS salmon is one of Alaska's most important natural resources;

9 and

10 WHEREAS Alaska salmon are fully utilized in domestic fisheries an d

11 constitute the primary economic base of many coastal and river communities

12 in the state and a principal component of the subsistence economy of m o s t

13 villages in the state; and

14 WHEREAS some we s t e r n  Alaska sal mo n stocks are so severely d e p r e s s e d

15 that special conservation measures are again required this year, i n c l ud in g

16 the elimination of certain directed commercial salmon fisheries and pos si -

17 ble additional subsistence restrictions; and

18 WHEREAS the Alask.i Department of Fish and Game estimates that total

19 losses to the Kuskokwim fishery from these restrictions may be as m u c h  as

20 $1,000,000 this year in a fishery in w h ic h the total paid to f i s h er me n

21 averages $3,000,000 per year; and

22 WHEREAS the Y uk on and K u s ko kwi m region in w e st er n Alaska is one of the

23 most economically disadvantaged in the United States, where commercial

24 fisheries are the single most important source of cash income, yet pr o d u c e

25 an average of less than $7,000 pe r fisherman pe r year; and

26 WHEREAS it is estimated that the Japanese land-based and mother ship

27 fisheries, while targeting other sa lm on species, intercept app roximately

28 100,000 western Alas ka chinook salmon annually w i t h  additional u n c o u n t e d

29 but substantial dropout mortality; and
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W H E R E A S  recently concluded r e n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States 

and Japan r egarding h ig h  seas s a l m o n  fall f a r  short of the goal of s u b­

stantially reducing interceptions of North A m e r i c a n  s a l m o n  and s t e e l h e a d  by 

the h i g h  seas fleets of Japan; an d

W H ERE AS  it is est im at ed that the re n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  their p re se nt  form 

will reduce no more  t han 50 p e r ce nt  of k n o w n  interce pt io ns  over an  eight- 

year period; and

WHERE AS the renegot ia ti on  agreements d o  not re du ce  s u b s t a nti al ly  the 

interceptions in the Uni te d States e x c lus iv e eco no mi c zone, re mo v e  the 

Japanese fleets from the central B eri n g  S e a  w i t h i n  an  a cc ep t a b l e  time 

frame, n o r  move the land-based Japanese s a l m o n  fishery 10 degre es  further 

west, w h i c h  is n ecessary in o rd er to s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduce A l a s k a  salmon 

interceptions; and

WHERE AS for the past several years, U n i t e d  States o bs e r v e r  coverage 

has been allo wed  o n  Jap anese c a t c h e r  boats in the interna ti ona l w a t e r s  of 

the B er i n g  Sea; however, J ap an  n o w  refuses to r enew this agreement, w h i c h  

leaves the U n i t e d  States w i t h  no  ability to  m o n i t o r  c at ch  levels o r  the 

dumping of sal mo n to avoid C h i n o o k  harvest quo ta s in these waters; a nd

WHEREAS, ac co rd ing  to the A la s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game, c o n s e r­

vation p roblems of the K u s k o k w i m  and u p p e r  Y u k o n  c h i n o o k  stocks are w orse 

than w er e  k n ow n d uri n g  the recent re ne got iations, a n d  a dd it ion al  p r o t e c­

tions of the K u s k o k w i m  and u p p e r  Y u k o n  c h i n o o k  stocks are warrant ed ; and

WHERE AS the Japanese h i g h  seas s a l m o n  fleets take a large n u m b e r  of 

marine mammal s and divi ng  sea b i r d s  i n c i d e n t a l  to t h e i r  salmon harvest; and 

WHERE AS a U.S. Depa rt men t of C omm er ce  a dmi ni s t r a t i v e  law j u d g e  r e c e n t­

ly recomme nde d a reduced q u o t a  of c e r ta in m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  that c a n  be  taken 

by the Japanese hi g h  seas sa l m o n  fleets;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  St at e L e g i s l a t u r e  r e sp ec tfu ll y requests 

National O c ean ic  and A t m o s ph er ic A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  A n t h o n y  J.
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1 C a lio  to i m p o s e  at least the r e s tr ic tio ns  r e c o m m e n d e d  by the U.S. Depa rt -

2 men t of C o m m e r c e  ad mi nis t r a t i v e  law judge i n  the issuance of a m a r i n e

3 m a m m a l  permit to the J a p a n e s e  b e c a u s e  of the sev er e an d immediate conserva-

4 tion m ea sures n e e d e d  to protect c e r ta in  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  salmon stocks and

5 the lack of p r o t e i t i o n  a f f o r d e d  to those stocks t h r o u g h  the recent renego-

6 ti a t i o n  p r o c e s s  w i t h  J a p a n  r e g a r d i n g  i nt e r c e p t i o n s  of A l a s k a  salmon; a nd  be

7 it

8 F U RT HE R R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  re-

9 quests that A d m i n i s t r a t o r  C alio release the m a r i n e  ma m m a l  pe rm it  on l y  if

10 U n i t e d  States obser ve rs  are p e r m i t t e d  to be s t a t i o n e d  on  J a p a n e s e  c a t c h e r

11 boats and p r o c e s s i n g  ships in i n t e r na ti ona l w a t e r s  and in the U n i t e d  States

12 exclusive e c o n o m i c  zone in s ufficient numb er s to e n s u r e  95 p e r cen t a c c u r a c y

13 in reporting; and be it

14 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  re-

15 quests the C ong re ss  to p r o v i d e  c o n ti nu ed  f u n d i n g  f o r  the U n i t e d  Sta te s h i g h

16 seas o b s e r v e r  pr o g r a m  and o t h e r  salmo n p ro grams, i n c l u d i n g  h i g h  seas tag-

17 ging studies, scale p a t t e r n  analyses, and full la bo r a t o r y  analyses of w h o l e

18 fish, to b e t t e r  d e t e r m i n e  con ti nen ta l origins of s a l m o n  m i g r a t i n g  i n  the

19 h igh seas fish er y area and to further define the m a g n i t u d e  of the A l a s k a

20 salmon i n t e r c e p t i o n  p r o b l e m  b y  the Ja pa ne se  h i g h  seas s al m o n  a n d  o t h e r

2 1  intercept fleets.

22 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

23 Reagan, Pr e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G eo r g e  Shultz, U.S.

24 Secretary of State; the H o n o r a b l e  M a l c o l m  Ba l d r i g e ,  U.S. S e c r e t a r y  of

25 Commerce; to Dr. A n t h o n y  J. Calio, A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  N at i o n a l  O c e a n i c  an d

26 A t m o s p h e r i c  A dm in is tr ati on , De pa r t m e n t  of C o m me rc e; the H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  C.

27 Byrd, U.S. Senate M a j o r i t y  Leader; the H o n o r a b l e  Jim Wright, S p e a k e r  of the

28 U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s en ta ti ves ; and  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stevens a n d  the o 29 Ho n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murko ws ki , U.S. Senators, a n d  t h e  Ho n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S.
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1 Representative, members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

c

S J R  34 -4- SJR034a

o


