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1 IN T HE  SENATE BY  TH E JUDI CI ARY  COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR  S P O N S O R  SUBSTI TU TE  FOR SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 33 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE L E G I SL AT UR E O F  THE STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - F IR ST  SESSI ON

5 R el ating to the labeling of irradiated

6 food.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S LA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHERE AS  the exposure of food to radiation has b e e n  pr omoted by the

9 U ni t e d  States g overnment for many years to p r o l o n g  the shelf life of food

10 by killing organisms, su c h  as insects, mold, an d bacteria, that damage

11 food; and

12 WHEREAS over the past two decades pork, potatoes, wheat, and more th a n

13 60 spices h a v e  be e n  ap pr o v e d  for radiation by the U n i t e d  States Food and

14 Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  but the irradiation process has not bee n wi d e l y  used in

15 this country; and

16 W H E RE AS  on April 18, 1986, the Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ex tended

17 its approval of ir r a d i a t i o n  to all fruits and  v e g e t a b l e s  and required the

18 labeling of food at the wholesale and retail levels w i t h  the words "TREATED

19 BY R A D I A T I O N” and a p i c t u r e  of the international symbol for radiation, a

20 stylized tulip; and

21 W H ER EA S the labeling requirements do not e xt e n d  to food products that

22 contain i rradiated ingredients, and the " T R E A T E D  B Y  RADIATION" labeling

23 requirement is due to expire in 1988 before i r ra di at ed  foods arrive in

24 large quan ti tie s on groc er y store shelves; and

25 W H E R E A S  the Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  states flatly that a f t e r

26 reviewing all pe rtinent data it has not found a r ea s o n  to be con ce rn ed

27 about the safety of consuming food that has  be e n  i rradiated wi th in  the

28 dosage levels s pe cified by federal regulations; and

29 WHEREAS, aside from concern about the r e l i ab il it y of the Food and D r u g
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1 Administration studies, American consumers are entitled to know w h e t h e r  the

2 foods, and the components of the food, that they purchase have be e n  i'rradi-

3 ated so that they can make their food choices accordingly; and

4 WHEREAS the long history of stringent labeling requirements for the

5 chemical additives and ingredients in food provides ample precedent for the

6 labeling of irradiated foods as irradiated;

7 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests

8 the United States Food and Drug Administration to adopt regulations requir-

9 ing food whose components have been irradiated to be labeled as "irra-

10 diated" and to cancel the expiration date for the current labeling regula-

11 tions.

12 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald

13 Reagan, President of the United States; the Honorable Frank E. Young,

14 Commissioner of the United States Food and Drug Administration; and to the

15 Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and

16 the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the A la s k a  delega-

17 tion in Congress.
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