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1 IN T H E  SENATE B Y  K E R T T U L A

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 33

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I SLA TU RE  - FIR ST  S E SS IO N

5 Re la t i n g  to i r r a d i a t e d  food.

6 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  STATE O F  ALASKA:

7 W H ER EA S r es earch o n  the con su mp ti on of i r ra dia te d food and food compo-

8 nents contains examples of serious and a d ver se  effe cts  o n  health; and

9 W H ER EAS  the results of the re se arc h o n  the h e a l t h  effects of the

10 c on s u m p t i o n  of ir ra d i a t e d  food a nd  food components are inconsistent, ambig-

11 uous, and therefore unreli ab le;  and

12 WHERE AS  irr a d i a t i o n  of food can affect v i t a m i n  content and nutrient

13 p r o fi le  and can create po t e n t i a l l y  harm fu l c he mi ca l compounds not found

14 o r ig in al ly in the n o n i r r a d i a t e d  food; and

15 WHER EA S the feder al  government has issued r e g u lat io ns  that permit the

16 i r r a di at ion  of por k  a n d  certain other food; and

17 WHERE AS  there is no federal requirement that i r r a d i a t e d  food ba la-

18 b e l e d  as irradiated; and

19 WHERE AS  consumers p r e se ntl y have n o  dep en d a b l e  w a y  of k n o w i n g  w h e n  a

20 food product or its ingredients have b e e n  irradiated; and

21 WHERE AS  consumers want to k n o w  if food has b e e n  i r rad ia te d so they can

22 choose wh e t h e r  or not  to buy or consume i r ra dia te d foods at g r o c e r y  stores

23 and other food facilities; and

24 W H E REA S the p e o p l e  of the state d e se rv e an e x h a u s t i v e  study of the

25 pote nt ia l he a l t h  d a n g e r s  of irradiated food b e f o r e  the  federal government

26 perm it s the further sale of irradi at ed  food;

27 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s pe ct ful ly  requests

28 the Secretary of the U.S. Department of H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  Services to ar-

29 range for an e x t e n s i v e  study of the r i s k  to h u m a n  h e a l t h  p o s e d  by  the
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1 irradiation of food; and be it {

2 F U RT HE R R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully re-

3 quests the U.S. Congress, until the Congress and the citizens of the Uni t e d

4 States ha v e  had an opportunity to review the requested study, to place a

5 m o ra to riu m o n  the

6 (1) implementation of the present federal regulations relating

7 to the ir ra dia ti on  of pork and other food; and

8 (2) a do p t i o n  of additional federal regulations allowing the

9 irradiation of food; and be it

10 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully re-

11 quests the U.S. Foo d  and Drug Administration, if the requested mora to ri um

12 is lifted or not enacted, to adopt regulations requiring food that has b een

13 irradiated or w h o s e  components have b e e n  irradiated to be labeled as "irra-

14 diated"; and be it

15 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Al as ka  State Legislature respectfully re-

16 quests the U.S. Congress to impose a m o rat or iu m on the export of irradiated

17 food that may  not be sold legally in the Unit ed  States.

18 COPI ES  of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald

19 Reagan, President of the Un it ed States; the Honorable George Bush, Vice-

20 President of the Un i t e d  States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

21 able Otis R. Bowen, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and H u m a n

22 Services; the H o n o ra bl e F rank E. Young, Commissioner of the U.S. Food and

23 Drug Admin is tr at ion ; the Honorable J i m  Wright, Speaker of the U.S. House of

24 Representatives; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank

25 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon or abl e Don Young, U.S. Representative,

26 members of the A l a s k a  d elegation in Congress.

r

C
SJR 33 - 2- SJR033a


