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1 IN TH E SENATE BY ELIASON AND ZHAROFF

2 SENATE JOINT R ES OL U T I O N  NO. 32

3 IN THE  LEGISLATURE OF THE  STATE OF ALASKA

4 FI FTEENTH L EGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the importation and sale of

6 salmon reared in TB T- tr eat ed  aquaculture

7 p e n s .

8 BE IT R ES O L V E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS pen-reared salmon conta mi na te d w i t h  t ri bu tyltin (TBT) are

10 entering U.S. seafood markets; and

11 WHER EA S TBT has been described as the most toxic compound ever delib-

12 erately introduced into the marine environment; and

13 WHERE AS  TBT is toxic at levels as low as five parts p e r  trillion; and

14 WHEREA S TBT is used in the salmon aquaculture industry outside Al a s k a

15 for the coating of culture nets in o rd er  to retard fouling by marine orga-

16 nisms; and

17 WHER EA S TBT accumulates in the mu s c l e  tissue of salmon reared in TBT-

18 treated aquaculture pens; and

19 WHER EA S a recent study by the N at ion al  Marine Fisheries Service labo-

20 ratory in Auke Bay, Alaska, has det ected TBT in pen-reared salmon from

21 various countries sold at markets in Seattle, Washington, and Portland,

22 Oregon; and

23 WHER EA S this is believed to be the first evidence of TBT  entering the

24 human diet in the U ni t e d  States; and

25 WHEREAS cooking was found to be ineffective in dest ro yin g or removing

26 TBT from the contaminated fish; and

27 WHEREAS studies have shown that exposure to TBT can be dangerous to

28 the heal th  of people and, therefore, h u m a n  consumption of TBT-contaminated

29 fish should be avoided;
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1 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State L egislature that the Food and Drug

? Administration is respectfully requested to impose an immediate b a n  o n  the

3 importation and sale in the Uni te d States of s a l m o n  reared in T B T - t re at ed

4 aquaculture pens; and be it

5 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Congress is r es pectfully requested to impose

6 a permanent ban on the importation or sale in the U n i t e d  States of salmon

7 reared in TBT-treated aquaculture pens.

8 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Hon or ab le  John  C.

9 Stennis, President pro tempore of the United States Senate; to the Honor-

10 able Jim Wright, Speaker of the United States H o u s e  of Representatives; to

11 the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings, chairman, Senate Committee on  Commerce,

12 Science, and Transportation; to the Honorable P a t r i c k  J. Leahy, chairman,

13 Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; to the H o n ora bl e

14 Walter B. Jones, chairman, H ouse Committee on Me rc ha nt Marine and Fisher-

15 ies; to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the H o n ora bl e Fr an k Murkowski, U.S.

16 Senators, and the Honorable D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, m e m be rs  of the

17 Alaska delegation in Congress; and to Dr. Fr an k E. Young, Commissioner,

18 Food and Drug Administration.
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