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1 IN T H E  SENATE H EN SLEY, BINKLEY A N D  ROD EY

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 23

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S ES SI ON

5 E n d o r s i n g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of the Depart-

6 ment of Commerce a nd E c o n o m i c  Develop-

7 ment for  a rural dev e l o p m e n t  assistance

8 d e m o n s t r a t i o n  g r a n t .

9 BE IT  RES OL VE D B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE OF ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS the state is e x p e r i e n c i n g  a m a j o r  d o w n t u r n  in its economy due

11 to the drop in oil r e ve nu e over  the past two years; and

12 WHEREAS the people of the s tate are faced w i t h  ris ing  unemployment,

13 re d u c e d  state and local g o v e r n m e n t  services, a d e c r e a s e  in the level of

14 b u s i n e s s  activity, and i n  many instances, the p er so na l tragedy of the loss

15 of a home; and

16 WHEREAS all areas of the state are b e ing  a ff e c t e d  by the drop in oil

17 re v e n u e  and the r e d u c t i o n  of st at e and local services; and

18 WHEREAS the large size of the state and the spa rs e p o p u l a t i o n  of the

19 rural parts of the s ta te  cause u ni q u e  p roblems for the d e l i v e r y  of ser-

20 vice s;  and

21 WHEREAS the rural areas of the s tate are a v i t a l  and important part of

22 the state; and

23 WHEREAS the D e p a r t m e n t  of Com me rc e and E co nom ic  D e v e l o pme nt  has sub-

24 m i t t e d  an a p p l i cat io n to the fede ral  Ec onomic D e v e l o p m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

25 for a rural economic d e v e l o p m e n t  a s si sta nc e grant that w o u l d  fund a demon-

26 s t r a t i o n  project to p r o m o t e  ec on o m i c  development, e s t a b l i s h  businesses, and

27 increase job o p p o r t u nit ie s in the rural areas of the state;

28 B E  IT RE SO L V E D  that the A l a s k a  St at e Legi sl at ur e en dor se s the applica-

29 t i o n  by the De par t m e n t  of C om m e r c e  and Economic D e v e l o p m e n t  for a rural
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1 development as sistance d e m o n s t r a t i o n  grant from the Economic Development

2 Administration; and be it

3 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the E co no mic  Development Ad ministration is

4 requested to expedite the r e v i e w  and approval of the grant application.

5 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the Honorable M a lc ol m

6 Baldrige, Sec re ta ry  of the U.S. Department of Commerce; and to the Honor-

7 able Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the

8 Honorable D o n  Young, U.S. Re presentative, members of the Alas ka  delegation

9 in C o n g r e s s .
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