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1 IN T H E  SENA TE  B Y  H E N S L E Y

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 22

3 IN THE L E G I SLA TU RE  OF T H E  STATE OF  A L A S K A

4 FIFT EE NTH  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I RS T S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to a n u c l e a r - f r e e  zone in the

6 arctic.

7 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I SL ATU RE  OF THE STATE OF  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the m a i n  purpose of e st ab l i s h i n g  n u c l e a r - f r e e  zones is to he l p

9 p r e v e n t  nu c l e a r  war; and

10 W H E R E A S  the deterrence to n u c l e a r  w a r  is cu r r e n t l y  b a s e d  o n  mai nta in -

11 ing the potential for mutual d e s t r u c t i o n  by  the c o n t e n d i n g  nations' n u c l e a r

12 o f f e n s i v e  w e a p o n  deployment cap ab ilities a nd  techn ol og ie s; and

13 WH E R E A S  the expa ns io n of n u c l e a r  arsenals into n e w  areas and environ-

14 m ent s ca n only d i s t u r b  the b a l a n c e  of fear and f u r t h e r  c omp l i c a t e  the

15 s i t u a t i o n  facing the world's su pe r powers in effo rt s to reduce the n u m b e r s

16 a n d  locations of n u c le ar  w ea pons; and

17 W H ERE AS  an emphatic e x p r e s s i o n  of f e e li ng  by  c iti ze ns  and t h e i r  local

18 an d state governments can he l p  initiate steps b y  the U n i t e d  States and

19 o t h e r  n u c l e a r  p ow e r s  towards w o r l d  peace and away fr o m  the b r i n k  of n u c l e a r

20 war; and v

21 W H ER EAS  there are five treaties in e x i st en ce  w i t h  as ma n y  as 83 signa-

22 tories, i ncluding the U.S. a n d  U.S.S.R., p e r t a i n i n g  to n u c l e a r - f r e e  zones

23 in the Antarctic, outer space, L a t i n  America, the  S o u t h  Pacific, an d o n  the

24 o c e a n  floor; and

25 WHER EA S the Inuit C i r c u m p o l a r  C o nfe re nc e a n d  the legisla tiv e bo di es  of

26 Y u k o n  an d G r e e n l a n d  have u n a n i m o u s l y  ap pr ove d r e s o l u t i o n s  that call for

27 r es t r i c t i n g  the arctic regi on  to uses that are p e a c e f u l  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y

28 safe, and p r o h i b i t i n g  the deploy me nt  and t e st ing  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  in this

29 area; and
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1 W HE RE AS  the etete of A la s k a  ia the only a t a t e  of the United Statea of

2 A m er ic a that aharea the arctic w i t h  the A r c t i c  R i m  nationa; and

3 WHER EA S A l a a k a n  vo te r s  have exp re sse d t h e i r  strong support for an end

4 to the n u c l e a r  arms race, v o t i n g  in August 1986 for a n u c l e a r  freeze; and

5 W H E RE AS  the radioac ti ve  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  of  the  re g i o n  above the Ar cti c

6 Circle from the pr evious use a n d  testing of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  has caused the

7 permanent inhabitants of the a rc t i c  re gi on to carry b od y- burdens of long-

8 lived, b iol og i c a l l y  d an gerous radionu cl ide s i n  amounts in excess of all the

9 world 's  pe op le  except for the atomic bom b v i c t i m s  in Hi r o s h i m a  and Nagasaki

10 du r i n g  August 1945; and

11 WHERE AS  any further d e p o s i t i o n  of n u c l e a r  m a t er ia ls  in the food-chain

12 of the arctic will result in bi olo g i c a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e  ra diation standards

13 for peo pl e a n d  ecosystems; and

14 W H ER EA S the pe op le  of A l a s k a  desire to c ont in ue  to live in freedom in

15 a w o r l d  that is at peace and safe from n u c l e a r  pollution;

16 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the Go vernor and

17 A l a s k a  congressional d e l e g a t i o n  are r e q u e s t e d  to initiate and prom ot e

18 efforts to

19 (1) en courage ve ri f i a b l e  b i l a t e r a l  and m u l ti lat er al  agreements

20 and treaties b e t w e e n  nations es tab l i s h i n g  the  arctic as a nuclear-free

21 zone;

22 (2) ob ta i n  v e ri fia bl e bila te ra l a n d  m u l ti la te ral  agreements and

23 treaties to ban from the arctic all items d e s i g n e d  p ri marily for the deliv-

24 ery of n u c l e a r  weapo ns  to t h e i r  targets;

25 (3) prev en t all parties, i n c l u d i n g  the military, from disp os ing

26 of radioa cti ve  and n u cle ar  w a s t e s  and m a t e r i a l s  in the arctic; and

27 (4) o b t a i n  mu tu al  and v e r i f i a b l e  a greements and treaties to

28 prevent n u c l e a r  w e ap on s t e st in g or the p l a c e m e n t  of n u c l e a r  devices in the

29 arctic; an d be it
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to

limit the use of nuclear technology for medical treatment or other safe and

benign purposes.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ted Stevens

and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don

Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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