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1 IN THE SENATE B Y  TH E RULES C OMMITTEE

2 HOUSE CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUT IO N NO. 21 (Rules) am H

3 IN TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 FIFT EEN TH  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Requ est in g the President of the U n i t e d

6 States to propose an international

7 freeze o n  nuclear weapons, ve rif i c a t i o n

8 safeguards for the freeze, the use of

9 nuclear weapons funds for p ea ceful

10 n onnuclear uses, and nucl ea r disarmament

11 by all nations; and requesting the state

12 Congressional d e l ega ti on  to urge the

13 president to make the proposals.

14 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S TATE OF ALASKA:

15 WHEREAS the un leashing of nuclear weap on s in warfare w o u l d  cause

16 untold deaths, suffering, and destruction; and

17 WHEREAS nuclear weapons are themselves nuclear targets, and removal of

18 nucl ea r weapons from an area would reduce the risk of destruction to the

19 area; and

20 WHEREAS the continued development, testing, and produc ti on  of nucl ear

21 weaponry and related delivery systems increase distrust and appre he ns io n

22 among nations, the likelihood of nuclear accidents, and the po tential

23 magnitude of an international conflict; and

24 WHEREAS the burgeoning defense budget required for p r od uc tio n and

25 deployment of nuclear weapons has contributed to the increase of the U n i t e d

26 States budget deficit; and

27 WHEREAS since 1981 the defensive preparations for nuclear w a r  have

28 cost the taxpayers of the United States $427,000,000,000; and

29 WHEREAS governmental funds spent for nuclear weaponry and r e l at ed
v
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1 delivery systems may be u se d  more wi se ly  for p ea c e f u l  pursuits; and

2 W H E R E A S  a ba n on the t e s ti ng  of nucle ar w ea pons, de pl o y m e n t  of most

3 nuclear w e a p o n s  delivery systems, and p r o d u c t i o n  of fis s i o n a b l e  ma t e r i a l s

4 can be v e r i f i e d  w i t h  a h i g h  d e g r e e  of confidence by a w o r l d w i d e  n e t w o r k  of

5 seismic m o n it ors , satellites, and other techniques; and

6 W H E R E A S  the intermediate n u c l e a r  forces tre at y si g n e d  by the U n i t e d

[ I
7 States a n d  th e Soviet U n i o n  o n  D e c e m b e r  7, 1987, set impo rt ant  v e r i f i c a t i o n

1
8 and n u c l e a r  arms re duction p r e c e d e n t s  for future treaties, i n c l u d i n g  the

9 on-site i nspections of b o t h  n a t i o n ' s  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  facilities; and

i
10 W H E R E A S  the successful o n g o i n g  efforts of the R e a g a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

11 towards n u c l e a r  arms r eductions are consistent w i t h  the intent of this

12 resolution; and

13 W H E R E A S  General Se cretary Mi k h a i l  G o r b a c h e v  st a t e d  in a s p e e c h  de-

14 livered on  O c t obe r 1, 1987, in t h e  Soviet city of Murm an sk , that  the Soviet

15 U n i o n  is p r e p a r e d  to neg ot ia te a nuclear we a p o n s  free zone for  p o r t i o n s  of

16 the A r ct ic ; and

17 W H E R E A S  58.4 percent of Al as ka 's v ot e r s  in the Aug u s t  1986 ele c t i o n

18 e x p r e s s e d  their support for bal lo t measu re  no. 1, w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  as

19 state p o l i c y  the p r o m ot ion  of a mutual and v e r i f i a b l e  n u c l e a r  weap on s
k

20 freeze, fol lowed by reductions in nucle ar w a r he ad s,  mi s s i l e s ,  and other
t

21 d e l i v e r y  systems;

22 B E  IT R ES O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the Pre si den t of

23 the U n i t e d  States is e n c o u r a g e d  to continue the current e f f o r t s  at arms

24 redu cti on s and is res pec tf ul ly  requested to p r o p o s e  to the Sov iet  U n i o n  and

25 o th er nations
I

26 (1) a mutual and v e r if ia bl e freeze o n  the testing, production,

27 and d ep lo y m e n t  of nucle ar  w e a p o n s  and of  mis si les , wat e r c r a f t ,  and aircraft

28 d e s i g n e d  pri ma ril y to de li ver y nuclear weapons;

29 (2) v e r i f i c a t i o n  safeguards fo r the freeze that are satisfactory
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1 to all pa rt ies ;

2 (3) c o n t inu ed  r eduction in n u c l e a r  arms leadi ng  to eventual

3 n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t  by all nations, b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a v e r i f i a b l e  and en-

4 f o r ce abl e t r e a t y  b e t w e e n  the Soviet U n i o n  and the U n i t e d  States that pro-

5 v i de s for

6 (A) a n u c l e a r - w e a p o n - f r e e  A r c t i c  and sub arc ti c enco mp as sin g

7 A l a s k a  an d Siberia; and

8 (B) e ventual e x p a n s i o n  into a m u l t i l a t e r a l  treaty involving

9 all n a t i o n s  w i t h  territory and cl aim s in the  A r c t i c  and subarctic,

10 w h i c h  w o u l d  prevent the testing an d p l a c e m e n t  of n u c l e a r  w e apo ns  and

11 r e l a t e d  devi ces  in Arctic and s u b a r c t i c  regions; and

12 (4) that a summit c onf er en ce  be h e l d  in A l a s k a  so that w o r l d

13 a t t e n t i o n  an d c o nc er n can be focus ed  o n  the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and security

14 co nce rn s of Ar ct i c  and subarctic areas; and be it

15 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that, if the r e q u e s t e d  fr eez e is m u t u a l l y  agr ee d u p o n

16 and the Sov iet  U n i o n  conclusively p r o v e s  that it has f r o z e n  all n ucl ea r

17 testing, p rod uction, and deployment, the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States is

18 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q ue ste d to propose that funds that w o u l d  have b e e n  used for

19 n u c l e a r  m i l i t a r y  p ur pos es  be us e d  fo r p e a c e f u l  uses; and be it

20 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress is respectful-

21 ly r e q u e s t e d  to urge President R e a g a n  to m a k e  the p r o po sa ls  r e q ue st ed  in

22 this resolution.

23 COPI ES  of this resol ut io n shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Mikhail

24 G o rb ac he v, G e ne ra l Secretary of the C o m m u n i s t  Pa rt y of the U.S.S.R.; the

25 H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d  Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; the Hon or ab le

26 G e o r g e  Shultz, U.S. Secretary of State; the Ho n o r a b l e  George Bush,

27 V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the Unit ed States and  Pr e s i d e n t  of the U.S. Senate; the

28 H o n o r a b l e  J i m  Wright, Speaker of the U.S. H o u s e  of Repre se nta ti ve s;  the

29 H o n o r a b l e  Robert Byrd, Ma jor it y L e a d e r  of the U.S. Senate; the Hono ra bl e
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1 Thomas Foley, Majority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives; the

2 H o n or ab le  Robert Dole, the Minority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

3 able Robert H. Michel, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of Representa-

4 tives; the Honorable Max  Kampelman, Head of Delegation and Defense and

5 Space Negotiator; and to the Ho norable Ted Stevens and the Hon ora bl e Frank

6 M u r k o w s k i , U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,

7 memb er s of the Alaska d elegation in Congress.

c

I

m

HCS SJR  21(Rls) am H -4- SJR021E


