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1 IN THE  SENATE BY T H E  R E S OU RC ES  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  SENATE J OINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17 (Resources)

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S LA TU RE  - F IRST SESSI ON

5 R el a t i n g  to fe derally m a n a g e d  conserva-

6 tion s y s t e m  units in the state.

7 BE IT R ES OL VE D B Y  TH E L E G I SL AT UR E OF THE S TA TE  OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS records indicate that 89 p e rce nt  of the land m a n a g e d  b y  the

9 U.S. Fish and W il d l i f e  Service, 72 percent of the land m a n a g e d  b y  the

10 National P ar k  Service, 17 percent of the land m a n a g e d  by the B u r e a u  of Land

11 Management, and  12 percent of the land m a n a g e d  by the U.S. For es t Service

12 is located w i t h i n  the State of Alaska; and

13 WHEREAS 15 percent of the land in the State of Al as ka m a n a g e d  b y  these

14 agencies has b e e n  g i ve n wilder ne ss desig na ti on , w i t h d r a w i n g  5 6 ,40 0, 00 0

15 acres from d e v e lo pme nt  of the nation's resources; and

16 WHEREAS, of the land d e si gn at ed as w i l d e r n e s s  in the U n i t e d  States, 71

17 percent of the land lies w i t h i n  the State of Alaska; and

18 WHEREAS c o n s e r v a t i o n  units w i t h i n  the state, i ncluding th os e designat-

19 ed as such by the State of Alaska, now total o ve r  150,000,000 acres, an

20 area equal to 41 percent of the land ar e a  of the State of A l a s k a  a n d  also

21 equal to the entire State of California; and

22 WHEREAS the e co nomic and social fab ric  of the state is i nt e r t w i n e d

23 with a h e r i t a g e  of the land an d its resources; and

24 WHEREAS the n a t i o n  was founde d on p r i n c i p l e s  that e n c o u r a g e d  a n  indi-

25 vidual to go forth and live, work, and pl a y  on the land; and

26 WHEREAS the people of the State of A l a s k a  are e x p e r i e n c i n g  in cre a s i n g

27 restrictions on  the use and benefit of the state's natural r es ou rc es;  and

28 WHEREAS the Congress of the U n i t e d  States r e co gn ize d i n  sec. 101(d) of

29 the Alaska Na ti on al  Interest Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act that the n e e d  for

SJR017b -1- C S S J R  1 7 (Res)



I

I

1 future l e g i s lat io n de si gn at ing  n e w  conservation sy st e m  u n i t s , n e w  n at ional
I

2 c ons er v a t i o n  units, or new n a t i o n a l  r ecreation areas has be e n  o bviated by 

j 3 passage of the A l a s k a  National Interest Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act;

4 BE IT RE SO L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L egislature that the Congress and

'
5 the Pre si den t not designate f u r t h e r  acreage in the State of A l a s k a  w i t h

j
6 w il de rne ss  status and not add further acreage to the federal con se rv at ion

7 system units, e xc luding additions res ul ti ng  from land exchanges author ize d

8 u n d e r  sec. 1302 of the Alaska N at ional Interest Lands Con se rva ti on  Act, in

9 the State of A la s k a  until e x t en si ve  mineral, forest, and  wildlife resource

10 as ses sments have b e e n  conducted w i t h  full public p a r t i c i p a t i o n  for the good

11 of the n a t i o n  and the people of Al as k a  for generations to come.

12 COP IE S of this resolution shall be sent to the Ho norable . Ronal d

13 Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; the Ho norable George Bush, Vice-

14 Pr esident of the Unit ed  States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
1 ^

15 able J i m  Wright, Speaker of the U.S. Ho us e of Representatives; the Honor-

16 able D o n a l d  P. Hodel, Secretary of the Interior; and to the Hono ra bl e Ted

17 Stevens and the Honorable F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H onorable

18 D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, members of the A l a s k a  deleg at ion  in Con-

19 gress.
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