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Introduced: 2/12/87 5-0354A
Referred: J udiciary

BY RODEY, SZYMANSKI, U E H L I N G , 
ABOOD, BENNETT, BINKLEY, 
COGHILL, DUNCAN, ELIASON, 
FAHRENKAMP, FAIKS, FISCHER, 
HALFORD, HENSLEY, JONES,
JOSEPHSON, KELLY, KERTTULA,

1 IN T H E  SENATE STUR GU LE WS KI A N D  ZHAROFF

2 SENATE JOINT RE SO L U T I O N  NO. 15

3 IN T HE  LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 FI F T E E N T H  LEG IS LAT UR E - FIRST SESSION

5 P r o p os ing  an am endment to the Constitu-

6 tio n of the State of A l a s k a  relati ng to

7 the right of a c i t i z e n  to keep and b e a r

8 firearms.

9 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLA TU RE  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. A r t i c l e  I, sec. 19, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska,

11 is amended to read:

12 SECTION 19. RIGHT TO  KEE P A N D  BEAR ARMS. The [A W E L L - R E G U L A T E D

13 MILITIA BEING NECE SSA RY  T O  THE SECURITY OF A  F RE E  STATE, THE] right of

14 each citizen of the state [THE PEOPLE] to k ee p  and bear arms fo r

15 personal defense and for the defens e of family, property, an d the

16 state and for lawful hunting, recreation, and o th er lawful p urposes,

17 shall not be infringed by the state or by a b o r o u g h  or city of the

18 s t a t e .

19 * Sec. 2. L EG IS LA TIV E INTENT. (a) In p r o p o s i n g  the amendment to art.

20 I, sec. 19, Const it uti on  of the State of Alaska, in sec. 1 of this reso lu-

21 tion, the legislature intends only that the am endment p ro pos ed  clarify the

22 Alaska Constitution by p roviding that the right to ke e p  and bear arms is an

23 individual right rather than a collective right. The amendment, if adopt-

24 ed, should not be construed to pr ecl ud e the r e g u l a t i o n  of the m a n n e r  in

25 w h i c h  arms may be borne, carried, or used. F o r  example, the a d o p t i o n  of

26 this amendment should not be used to repeal or  to r en d e r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

27 existing statutes s uch as AS 11.41.200 or AS 1 1. 61.200 or existing raunici-

28 pal ordinances.

29 (b) In the pr e p a r a t i o n  of its neutral summ ary  under AS 1 5 . 5 8 . 0 2 0
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1 (6)(C), the L e g i s l a t i v e  Affai rs  A g e n c y  shall con si de r the st atement of

2 legislative intent c o n t ai ne d in (a) of this section.

3 * Sec. 3. The a me ndment p r o p o s e d  by  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be p l a c e d

4 bef or e the v o t e r s  of the state at the next g e ner al  el ec t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y

5 w i t h  art. XIII, sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  the State of Alaska, and  the elec-

6 tio n laws of the state.
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