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1 IN T H E  SE NA TE BY  U E H L I N G

2 S ENA T E  J O I N T  RES OL U T I O N  NO. 12

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 Re lat in g to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the

6 state's b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h  the Soviet U n i o n

7 and C a n a d a .

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the b ou nd a r i e s  of the state are a v i t a l  c o n c e r n  of the govern-

10 m ent of the state; and

11 W H E R E A S  the so ve re ig nty  of a state w i t h i n  the federal sy st e m  of the

12 U n i t e d  States requires that a state g ove rn me nt  h a v e  co mplete and

13 u n a m b i g u o u s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a n  area d e t e r m i n e d  by w e l l - d e f i n e d

14 g e o g r a p h i c a l  boundary lines; and

15 WHEREAS, wh en ev er  the b o u n d a r i e s  of a state are to be altered, the

16 state has an essential and o v e r r i d i n g  interest in the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the

17 boundary; and

18 W H E R E A S  Ala s k a  is u n i q u e  a m o n g  the 50 states b e c a u s e  it is the onl y

19 state w i t h  the pote nt ial  for h a v i n g  boundaries w i t h  m o r e  than  one f o r e i g n

20 country; and

21 W H E REA S boundar ie s b e t w e e n  a foreign count ry  and a state are, and

22 sh oul d be, coterminous w i t h  the  n at ional b o u n d a r i e s  of the U n i t e d  States

23 and the foreig n country; and

24 W H E RE AS  n e g ot iat io ns  are un de r w a y  b e t w e e n  the U.S. D e p ar tm ent  of St ate

25 and  the government of the Soviet U n i o n  over s et ti ng  the b o un da rie s b e t w e e n

26 the U n i t e d  States and the Soviet Union; and

27 W HE RE AS at least s e v e n  ro un d s  of b o u n d a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the

28 U n i t e d  States and the Soviet U n i o n  have o c c u r r e d  since 1981; and

29 W H E REA S al th ou gh the U.S. n e g o t i a t i o n  d e l e g a t i o n s  h av e  i n c l u d e d

S J R 0 1 2 a  -1- SJR  12



1 r epr es entatives of vari ou s federal agencies, the Department of State has

2 never a l l o w e d  or o f f er ed  to invite a r e p re se nt at ive  of the state to j oi n

3 the U.S. d e l e g a t i o n  to the b ou nd ar y ne go ti a t i o n s  or formally solicited the

4 input or advice of the state about the content or  strategy of the nego-

5 tiations; and

6 W H E R E A S  the n eg ot i a t i o n s  involve important economic issues dealing

7 w ith the petroleum, fishery, and o t h e r  resources of the state and  affecting

8 the w e l f a r e  and p r osp er it y of the p eo p l e  of the state;

9 B E  I T  R ES OL V E D  that the Al as ka  State Le g i s l a t u r e  petitions the U.S,

10 D e pa rt me nt of State to include a r e p r es ent at iv e of the state, appointed by

11 the g o v e r n o r  w i t h  the consent of the legislature, on all delegations that

12 ne g o t i a t e  the bo undaries b e t w e e n  the state a nd  the Soviet U n i o n  or Canada,

13 in cluding de le ga ti ons  that conduct p r e p a ra to ry  deliberations an d studies;

14 and be it

15 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L eg i s l a t u r e  respectfully re-

16 quests that the A l a s k a  d el eg a t i o n  in Congress intercede on behalf of the

17 state to secure a represe nt at iv e of the state on all boundary delegations

18 that n e g o t i a t e  the bounda ri es  of the state.

19 C O P I E S  of this r eso l u t i o n  shall be sent to the Hono ra bl e Ron al d

20 Reagan, President of the U n i t e d  States; to the Ho norable George Bush,

21 V i c e- Pre si de nt  of the U n i t e d  States a n d  P resident of the U.S. Senate; to

22 the H o n o r a b l e  Ji m Wright, Speaker of the U.S. Hou se  of Representatives; to

23 the H o n o r a b l e  George Schultz, Se cretary of the U.S. Department of State; an

24 to the H on o r a b l e  Te d Stevens and the Ho n o r a b l e  F ran k Murkowski, U.S. Sena-

25 tors, and  the H o n o ra bl e D o n  Young, U.S. R epresentative, members of the

26 Alaska d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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