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1 IN THE SENATE BY  THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 HOUSE CS F OR  CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 7 (Resources) am H

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF  THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Re la ti ng  to oil and gas exploration,

6 development, and production wit hin  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska,

8 and declaring state policy.

9 BE IT R ESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS in 1980 the United States Congress suspended the operation of

11 the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) on  the coastal plain of the

12 Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to allow for the study of management alter-

13 natives for the coastal plain; and

14 WHEREAS the coastal plain has b e e n  found to have the best potential

15 for onshore oil and gas discoveries in the United States; and

16 W H E R E A S  C o n gress r e c o g n i z e d  th e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p o rtance of the

17 coastal p l a i n  by placing it in the national wildlife refuge system in 1980,

18 and the wildlife and habitat deserve a high standard of protection if oil

19 exploration and development proceed; and

20 WHEREAS exploration and development of oil and gas on the coastal

21 plain could reduce the nation's trade deficit, increase energy security,

22 prevent erosion of the oil and gas industry, improve the national and state

23 economies, and occur w i t h  full environmental protection and safeguards; and

24 WHEREAS even when  the strictest standards of environmental pr ote c t i o n

25 are applied there still can be some risk to land, water, and wildlife from

26 development activity, and Alaskans dependent on subsistence resources of

27 the Arctic National Wildlife Ref ug e should be protected in the event that

28 there is any damage to subsistence resources; and

29 WHEREAS the people of Alaska, based on the provisions of the statehood
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:    ‘



1 compact, ar e to be treated equally and fairly i n  the d e c i s i o n s  of the

2 Uni te d States government regarding re v e n u e  sharing, leasing, and  develop-

3 ment of pu bl i c  lands, including the coastal plain; and

4 WHER EAS  the state's economy is in b a d  condition, w i t h  h i g h  u n e m p l o y -

5 ment, pr op e r t y  foreclosures, and sh r i n k i n g  investment; and

6 W H ERE AS  the U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  of the In te ri or  is e x p l o r i n g  a

7 nu mb er  of legislative proposals for the early oil and gas d e v e l o p m e n t  of

8 the coastal plain;

9 BE IT RE SO LV ED  that the A l a s k a  S tate Le g i s l a t u r e  adopts the f o l lo wi ng

10 consensus points on management of the coastal plain, an d stron gl y u rg es

11 Congress to act on them:

12 (1) the U n i t e d  States Co ng re ss  sh oul d open the coas ta l p l a i n  to

13 envi ro nm ent al ly  responsible oil and  gas exploration, dev el opment, an d

14 p r o d u c t i o n  u nder the authority of the Miner al  L e a sin g Act of 1920 (30

15 U.S.C. 191);

16 (2) the Uni te d States Co ng re ss  sh ou l d  provi de  for m a x i m u n  par-

17 t ic ipa ti on  and job opportunity for A l a s k a  residents in coastal p l a i n  explo-

18 ration and development;

19 (3) the Un i t e d  States Co ng r e s s  s ho u l d  treat A l a s k a  e q ua lly  and

20 fairly o n  revenue issues and not de pa r t  from the spirit of the st a t e h o o d

21 compact; and

22 (4) the U n i t e d  States C on gr es s s ho u l d  include la ng ua ge  in any

23 coastal p l a i n  legislation that a d d r e s s e s  i n d e m n i f i c a t i o n  fo r s u b s is te nc e

24 users in Alaska, as it did in the T r a n s - A l a s k a  P ip eline A u t h o r i z a t i o n  Act

25 (43 U.S.C. 1653); and be it

26 F U R T H E R  RE SO L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  u rg es  the state

27 ad ministration to be involved in all aspects of the A r c t i c  Na ti o n a l  Wild-

28 life R ef u g e  oil and gas d e v e l opm en t process to ensure that the best inter-

29 ests of the state are protected.

HCS C S S J R  7 (Res) am H  -2- SJR007F



o

1 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R on a l d

2 Reagan , P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, Vice-

3 P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States and P r e s i d e n t  of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

4 able J i m  Wrigh t,  S p e a k e r  of t h e  U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t he  Honor-

5 abl e G e o r g e  P. Shultz, S e c r e t a r y  of State; the H o n o r a b l e  D on a l d  P. Hodel,

6 S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior; t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  J o h nst on , Chairman, and

7 the H o n o r a b l e  James A. Mc Cl u r e ,  R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m be r, of the Senate

8 C o m m i t t e e  o n  Ene rg y and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Q u e n t i n  N.

9 Burdick , Chairman, an d the H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  T. S tafford, R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

10 M e m b e r  of  the Senate C o m m i t t e e  on E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  P u b l i c  Works; th e Honor-

11 able G e o r g e  J. M itchell, C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  H. Chafee, Rank-

12 ing M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  on E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  of the

13 Senate C o m mi tt ee o n  E n v i r o n m e n t  and P u b l i c  Wor k s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Mo r r i s  K.

14 Udall, C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r i o r  and Insul ar  Af fairs; the

15 H o n o r a b l e  George Miller, C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  Ch a r l e s  Pashayan, Jr.,

16 R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  W a t e r  a n d  Power R e s o u r c e s  of

17 the H o u s e  Comm itt ee  on I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  the  H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r

18 B. Jones, Chairman, and th e H o n o r a b l e  Ro ber t W. Da vi s,  R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

19 M e m b e r  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on M e r c h a n t  M a r i n e  and Fisheries; the H ono r -

20 able G e r r y  E. Studds, C h a i r m a n  of th e S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  F i s he ri es  and Wild-

21 life C o n s e r v a t i o n  and the E n v i r o n m e n t  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on M e r c h a n t

22 M a r i n e  an d Fisheries; and to  the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t ev en s and the H o n o r a b l e

23 F r a n k  Murkow sk i, U.S. S e n at or s,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. Re p r e -

24 sentat iv e, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Congress.
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