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1 IN THE SENATE B Y  T HE  R E S OU RCE S COMM IT TE E

2 H OU SE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Resources)

3 IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A LA S K A

4 F IFTEENTH LEG IS LAT UR E - SE C O N D  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to oi l and gas exploration,

6 development, and  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W il dlife Refuge, Alaska,

8 and d e c l a r i n g  state policy.

9 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS in 1980 the U n i t e d  States C on gr es s suspended the o p e r at io n of

11 the Mineral L e a s i n g  Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) o n  the coastal p l a i n  of the

12 Arc ti c Nation al  Wildlife R ef u g e  to a l l o w  for the study of m an ag e m e n t  alter-

13 natives for the coastal plain; and

14 WHERE AS  the coastal p l a i n  has b e e n  found to ha v e  the best po t e n t i a l

15 for onshore oil and gas discoveries in the U n i t e d  States; and

16 WHERE AS  Congress reco gn iz ed  the e n v i r o nm ent al  import an ce  of the

17 coastal p l a i n  by placing it in the n a t i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  refuge syst em  in 1980,

18 and the wi ld l i f e  and habitat deserve a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of p r o t e c t i o n  if oil

19 exp lo rat io n and development proceed; and

20 W H ERE AS  exploration and d ev elopment of oi l and gas o n  the c o a s t a l

21 plain could reduce the n at i o n ' s  trade deficit, increase en er g y  security,

22 prevent e r o si on of the oil and gas industry, i m pro ve  the n a t i o n a l  and sta te

23 economies, and occur w i t h  full e nvi ro nm en tal  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  safeguards; an d

24 WH E R E A S  e ven when the strictest sta nd ar ds of e n v i r o n me nta l p r o t e c t i o n

25 are appli ed  there still can be some r i s k  to land, water, a n d  wil d l i f e  f r o m

26 d evelopment activity, and Alaskans d e p en de nt  o n  su bs is ten ce  res ources of

27 the A rc t i c  National W il dl if e Refuge sh o u l d  be pr o t e c t e d  i n  the event that

28 there is any damage to subsistence resources; and

29 W H E R E A S  the people of Alaska, b a s e d  on  t he  pr ov i s i o n s  of the s t a t e h o o d
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1 co mpact, ar c to b e  t r e a t e d  equally a n d  f a i r l y  i n  the d e c i s i o n s  o f  the

2 U n i t e d  St at es  g o ve rnm en t re g a r d i n g  r e v e n u e  s ha ring, leasing, a n d  de velop-

3 m e n t  of  p u b l i c  lands, i n c l u d i n g  the c o a s t a l  pl a i n ;  a nd

4 W H E R E A S  the state's e c on om y is i n  b a d  c on di t i o n ,  w i t h  h i g h  u n e mp lo y-

5 m en t,  p r o p e r t y  forecl osu re s,  and s h r i n k i n g  i nv est me nt ;

6 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska St at e L e g i s l a t u r e  adop ts  th e f o l l o w i n g

7 co n s e n s u s  po in t s  o n  m a n a g e m e n t  of the c o a s t a l  plain, a n d  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s

8 C o n g r e s s  to act o n  them:

9 (1) the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  o p e n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  to

10 e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  oil an d gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

11 p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A c t  o f  1920 (30

12 U .S . C .  191);

13 (2) t he  U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  fo r m a x i m u m  par-

14 t i c i p a t i o n  an d jo b o p p o r t u n i t y  for A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  in c o a s t a l  p l a i n  ex pl o-

15 r a t i o n  an d de ve lopment;

16 (3) the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  treat A l a s k a  e qu al ly  a n d

17 fai rly  o n  r e ve nu e issues a n d  not d ep a r t  f r o m  the spirit of t h e  s t a t e h o o d

18 c o m p a c t ; a nd

19 (4) th e U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  l a n g u a g e  i n  a ny

20 c o a s t a l  p l a i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  that a d d re sse s i n d e m n i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e

21 u s e r s  in Alaska, as it d i d  in the T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  A c t
■

1 22 (43 U.S.C. 1653).

1
23 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sen t to the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

24 Reag an , P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, V i c e -

1
25 P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  Sta te s and P r e s i d e n t  of  the U.S. Senate ; the H o n o r -

26 a b l e  J i m  Wright, S p e a k e r  of  the U.S. H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the Ho n o r -

27 abl e  G e o r g e  P. Shultz, Secr et ar y of State; t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. Ho de l,

28 S e c r e t a r y  of the I nterior; the H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  Jo h n s t o n ,  Chairman, a n d

29 th e H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  A. McClure, R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e mbe r,  o f  the Sen a t e
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1 Committee on Energy and Natural Resources; the Ho norable Quent in  N.

2 Burdick, Chairman, and the Honorable Robert T. Stafford, Rank in g Minor ity

3 Mem be r of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works; the Honor-

4 able Ge or ge J. Mitchell, Chairman, and the Honorable John H. Chafee, Rank-

5 ing M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the Subcommittee on Environmental P rotection of the

6 Senate Comm it te e on Environment and Public Works; the Honorable Morris K.

7 Udall, C ha irm an  of the H ouse Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs; the

8 Hono rab le  George Miller, Chairman, and the Honorable Charles Pashayan, Jr.,

9 Rank in g M i n o r i t y  Me mb er  of the Subcommittee on Water and P o we r Resources of

10 the H o u s e  Committee on Interior and Insul ar  Affairs; the Honorable W al t e r

11 B. Jones, Chairman, and the Honorable Robert W. Davis, R a n kin g Mi no rit y

12 Me mb er  of the H o u s e  Committee on Me rchant Marine and Fisheries; the Honor-

13 able G er ry  E. Studds, C ha irman of the Subcommittee o n  Fisheries and Wild-

14 life C o n s e r v a t i o n  and the Environment of the House Committee on Merchant

15 Marine and Fisheries; and to the H o n or ab le  Ted Stevens and the Hono rab le

16 Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable D o n  Young, U.S. Repre-

17 sentative, membe rs  of the Alaska d e le gat io n in Congress.

©
SJR007E -3- HCS CSSJR 7 (Res)


