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1 IN THE SE NA TE  B Y  T H E  RE SOURCES CO MMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLU TI ON  NO. 7 (Resources) am

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FIF TEENTH L E G I SLA TU RE  - F IRST SESS IO N

5 Relating to oil and gas exploration,

6 development, an d p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 Arctic N ational W il dl ife  Refuge, Alaska,

8 and decla ri ng  state policy.

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 W H ER EA S the Congress of the Uni te d States has res erved to its elf  under

11 sec. 1003 of the Alaska N at ion al  Interest Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act (94 Stat.

12 2371) the authority to permit furt her  oil and gas exploration, development,

13 and p r od uc ti on in the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  Nation al W i l d l i f e  Refuge;

14 and

15 W H ER EAS  the coastal p la in  of the A r c t i c  Na ti o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge

16 contains the greatest pot en ti al o n  the N or th  A m e r i c a n  continent for the

17 discovery of economic q u an ti ti es of recoverable oil and gas reserves; and

18 W H ER EAS  the coastal p la in of the Arc t i c  Nat io n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge

19 contains unique environmental and  wildlife q u a l it ie s that requi re  consid-

20 erati on  and caution in the exploration, development, a nd  p r o d u c t i o n  of

21 h y d r oc ar bo n resources in the coastal plain; and

22 WHEREAS, based on the accumu la te d evidence, the A l a s k a  State Legisla-

23 ture believes that any adverse effects on the P o r c upi ne  carib ou  herd re-

24 suiting from development on the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N at i o n a l  Wild-

25 life Refuge can be successfully mitigated; and

26 WHEREAS all the people of Alaska have e x p re sse d and d em on s t r a t e d

27 concer n for the environment an d wildlife present o n  the coastal plain of

28 the Ar ct ic  National Wi ldlife Refuge, as we l l  as the desire to enhan ce

29 economic opportunities that m a y  result from ene rgy  related activities o n
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1 the coastal p l ain  of the A r c t i c  Nat i o n a l  Wildlif e Refuge; and

2 WHEREAS the in di g e n o u s  people of Al a s k a  ha v e  r e c o g n i z e d  the potential

3 of the coastal p l a i n  of the Arctic Nat i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Ref u g e  to provid e for

4 the w e l l - b e i n g  of future generati on s of their p e o p l e  c o n s i s t e n t  wi t h  the

5 A l a s k a  Na ti v e  Claims Se ttl e m e n t  Act (43 U.S.C. 1601-1629a); and

6 WHERE AS  v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  exchanges of fe de ral ly  o w n e d  s ubs u r f a c e  rights

7 in the coastal p l a i n  for S tate of A l a s k a  and A l a s k a  Na t i v e  corporation

8 surface right inholdings in federal co ns e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  u nits and surface

9 land adjacent to federal c o n s e r v a t i o n  system un its  o f f e r  an unpara ll el ed

10 opp or tu nit y for the fe d e r a l  government to r e a c q u i r e  land  of great environ-

11 me nt al  value; and

12 WHER EA S the M i n e r a l  L e as in g Act of 1920 (30 U. S. C.  191) provid es  that

13 90 percent of the r e v e n u e  from m i n e r a l  leasing o n  f e d e r a l l y  owned public

14 land is d ed icated to the benefit of  the state w i t h i n  w h i c h  the land is

15 located through direct p a ym ent  and, except for Alask a, c ov e r a g e  under the

16 R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund (43 U.S .C . 391-401); and

17 WHEREAS, at state ho od , the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  d i d  not include

•J
18 Al a s k a  under the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund, but inst ea d p r o v i d e d  that the full 90

19 percent of the r e v en ue  f r o m  the leas ing  of m i n e r a l s  on federally owned

20 public land in the state would be p a i d  di rec tl y to the S ta te of A l a s k a

21 with ou t deposit in the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund; and

22 WHEREA S the C o n g r e s s  applied the Mi n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act  of 1920 (30

23 U.S.C. 191) to A l a s k a  i n  secs. 6(h) and 28 of t he  A l a s k a  Statehood Act

24 (P.L. 95-508, J ul y  7, 1958) and, as a result, the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of

25 1920, w h i c h  all oc at es to Alaska a total of 90 p e r c e n t  of th e revenue from

26 the leasing of m i n e r a l s  on federally owned p u b l i c  land in Alaska, became an

27 integral part of the compact b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States and  the State of

28 Alas ka  under sec. 4 of the Ala ska  Statehood Act; an d

29 WHEREAS the le gi sl at ure  has es ta blished a n  e x t e n s i v e  public record
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1 regarding the issues that relate to the central issue of the Congress

2 exercising its authority under sec. 1003 of the Ala ska  National Interest

3 Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act;

4 BE  IT R ES OL VED  that the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  strongly urges that

5 (1) the Congress of the Un i t e d  States open the coastal p l ai n

6 (1002 area) of the Arctic National Wi ldlife Refuge, Alaska, to environ-

7 mentally sound oil and gas exploration, d ev el opment, and p r o d u c t i o n  under

8 the auth or ity  of the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920;

9 (2) the Congress of the Uni te d States reject any co ns ide ra ti on

10 of an e x p l or at io n prog ram  that would be p e r f o r m e d  by a governmental agency,

11 as was the case in the National Petr ol eu m Reserve-Alaska; and be it

12 F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the Legislature

13 (1) supports and urges m a x i m u m  p a rt i c i p a t i o n  and job o pportunity

14 for A l a s k a  residents in all phases of energy development that mi gh t occur

15 on the coastal plain of the Arctic N at ional W i l d l i f e  Refuge;

16 (2) supports the principle of the va lue-for-value ex change of

17 interests, involving land wit hi n the coastal p l a i n  of the Ar ct i c  National

18 Wildlife Refuge under the provisions of the A l a s k a  National Interest Land

19 C o ns er va tio n Act, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, and state

20 statutes, w here applicable, between the U n i t e d  States government and the

21 State of Ala s k a  and b e t wee n the Uni t e d  States government and A l a s k a  Native

22 corporations;

23 (3) supports the conclusion that, w h i l e  the el im in at ion  of in-

24 holdings wit hi n federal conservation units, may, in some cases, be in the

25 public interest, the State of Ala sk a should convey only the surface estate

26 in its inholdings w i t h i n  federal refuges a n d  national parks or o t h e r  feder-

27 al cons er va ti on system units, if the state of Alaska is i nv olved in any

28 trades for subsurface interest in the coastal pl ai n of the A r c t i c  National

29 W ild li fe  Refuge.
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1 COPIES of this resolution an d the Senate Resources Committee Report on

2 the Arctic Rational Wildlife Refu ge  shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald

3 Reagan, President of the United States; the Honorable George Bush, Vice-

4 President of the United States a n d  President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

5 able Jim Wright, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honor-

6 able George P. Shultz, Secretary of State; the Honorable Donald P. Hodel,

7 Secretary of the Interior; the Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chairman of

8 the Senate Committee on Energy and  Natural Resources; the Honorable Morris

9 K. Udall, Chairman of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs;

10 and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

11 Senators, and the Honorable D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

12 Alaska delegation in Congress.
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