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1 IN THE SENATE B Y  THE RES OU RC ES  C O M MI TTE E

2 CS FOR  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 7 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE S TA TE O F  ALASKA

4 F IFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION

5 Relating to oil and ga s exploration,

6 development, and p r od uc ti on wi t h i n  the

7 Arctic N a t i o n a l  Wildlife Refuge, Alaska,

8 and d e c l a r i n g  state policy.

9 BE IT R ES O L V E D  BY T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STA TE  OF  ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS the Congress of the United States has reserved to itself u n d e r

11 sec. 1003 of the A la s k a  National Interest L an ds  Conse rva ti on  Act (94 Stat.

12 2371) the authority to permit further oil and  gas exploration, development,

13 and p ro du cti on  in the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  National Wildlife Refuge;

14 and

15 WHEREAS the coastal plain of the A r c t i c  National Wildlife R ef u g e

16 contains the greatest potential on the N o r t h  A me r i c a n  continent for the

17 discovery of economic quantities of rec ov erable oil and ga s reserves; a nd

18 WHEREAS the coastal plain of the A r c t i c  National Wildlife R e f u g e

19 contains uni qu e environmental and wildlife qua li ti es that require consid-

20 eration and cauti on  in the exploration, development, a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  of

21 hydrocarbon resources in the coastal plain; and

22 WHEREAS, ba se d on the accumulated evidence, the A l a s k a  State L eg i s l a -

23 ture believes that any adverse effects on the Porcupine caribou h e r d  re-

24 suiting from development on the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  National Wild-

25 life Refuge can be successfully mitigated; a n d

26 WHEREA S all the people of Alaska h a v e  expressed and d e m o n s t r a t e d

27 concern for the environment and wildlife p r e s e n t  on the coastal p l a i n  of

28 the Arctic Na ti on al  Wildlife Refuge, as w e l l  as the d es i r e  to enha nc e

29 economic opportunities that m a y  result from  energy re l a t e d  a ctivities on
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1 the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  Na ti on al  W i l d l i f e  Refuge; and

2 W H E R E A S  the indigenous p eo p l e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  the p o t e n t i a l

3 of the coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  Na ti o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  to p r o v i d e  for

4 the w e l l - b e i n g  of future g e n e ra ti ons  of t he ir p eo p l e  consistent w i t h  the

5 A l a s k a  N at i v e  Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601-1629a); and

6 W H E R E A S  v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  e xchanges of f e d e ral ly  o w n e d  subsurface rig ht s

7 in the c o a st al  p l a i n  for State of A l a s k a  an d A l a s k a  Native c o r p o r a t i o n

8 surface right inholdings in federal c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  units an d surfa ce

9 land a dj ac ent  to federal c o n s e r v a t i o n  sy s t e m  un it s o f f e r  an u n p a r a l l e l e d

10 op p o r t u n i t y  for the federal gover nm en t to re a c q u i r e  l and of great environ-

11 m e n t a l  value; and

12 W H E R E A S  the Mineral L e a s i n g  Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) p r o v i d e s  that

13 90 perce nt  of the revenue from  m i n era l leas in g o n  federally o w n e d  p u b l i c

14 land is d e d i c a t e d  to the benef it of the state w i t h i n  w hi ch  the land is

15 located t h r o u g h  direct payme nt  and, except for A l a sk a,  coverage u n d e r  the

16 R e c l a m a t i o n  F und (43 U.S.C. 391-401); and

17 WHEREAS, at statehood, the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  did no t i n c l u d e

18 A l a s k a  u n d e r  the R ec l a m a t i o n  Fund, but inst ea d p r o v i d e d  that the  full  90

19 percent of the revenue from the leasin g of m i n e r a l s  on f e d er al ly own ed

20 public land in the state w o u l d  be pa i d  d ir e c t l y  to the State of A l a s k a

21 without d e pos it  in the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund; and

22 W H E R E A S  the Congress a p p l i e d  the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of  1920 (30

23 U.S.C. 191) to Al as ka  in secs. 6(h) an d 28 of the Alaska S t a t e h o o d  Act

24 (P.L. 95-508, July 7, 1958) and, as a result, the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of

25 1920, w h i c h  allocates to A l a s k a  a total of 90 p e r c e n t  of the r e v e n u e  from

26 the leasi ng  of minerals o n  fe derally o w ne d p u b l i c  lan d in Alas ka , b e c a m e  an

27 integral part of the compact b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  and th e S ta te of

28 A las k a  u n d e r  sec. 4 of the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act; and

29 W H E R E A S  the legislature has e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  extensive p u b l i c  rec or d
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1 regarding the issues that relate to the central issue of the Congress

2 ex ercising its authority under sec. 1003 of the A l a s k a  N ational Interest

3 L an ds  Conservation Act;

4 BE IT R ESOLVED that the Al as k a  State L e g i sl at ure  strongly urges that

5 (1) the Congress of the U n i t e d  States open the coastal p l a i n

6 (1002 area) of the A r c t i c  National W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska, to environ-

7 m en ta lly  sound oil a n d  gas exploration, development, and p ro du c t i o n  u n d e r

8 the authority of the M i ne ral  Leasing Act of 1920;

9 (2) the Congress of the U n i t e d  States reject any con sideration

10 of an exploration p r o g r a m  that would be p er f o r m e d  by a governmental agency,

11 as was the case in the National P e t r ol eu m Reserve-Alaska; and be it

12 FURTHER RE SOLVED that the L egislature

13 _ (1) supports and urges m a x i m u m  p a r t i c i pat io n and job opportunity

14 for Alaska residents in all phases of ener gy  development that might oc cu r

15 o n  the coastal plain of the Arc ti c Na ti o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge;

16 (2) supports the v a l ue -f or -va lu e ex ch an ge of interests, involv-

17 ing land wi t h i n  the coastal p l a i n  of the  Arctic National Wildlife Re fu ge

18 u n d e r  the provisions of the Ala sk a Nat io na l Interest Land Conservation Act,

19 the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, and state statutes, where applica-

20 ble, between the U n i t e d  States g overnment and the State of Alaska a n d

21 between the United States government a n d  Al as k a  Native corporations;

22 (3) supports the conclusion that, w h i l e  the el imi na ti on  of in-

23 holdings wi th in  federal conservation units, may, in some cases, be in the

24 public interest, the State of Alaska sho ul d convey only the surface est a t e

25 in its inholdings w i t h i n  federal refuges and na ti on al parks or other feder-

26 al conservation s ys t e m  units, if the state of A l a s k a  is involved in a n y

27 trades for subsurface interest in the coastal p l a i n  of the Arctic N ati o n a l

28 Wildlife Refuge.

29 COPIES of this resolution and the Senate Re sources Committee Report o n
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1 the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald

2 Reagan, President of the United States; the Honorable George Bush, Vice-

3 President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-

4 able Jim Wright, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honor-

5 able George P. Shultz, Secretary of State; the Hono ra bl e Donald P. Hodel,

6 Secretary of the Interior; the Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chairman of

7 the Senate Committee on  Energy and Natural Resources; the Honorable Morris
e

8 K. Udall, Chairman of the House Committee on Int erior and Insular Affairs;

9 and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

10 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

11 Alaska delegation in Congress.
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