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B Y  TH E SE N A T E  SPEC IA L C O M M I T T E E
1 IN T H E  SE N A T E  O N  OIL A N D  G AS

2 CS F O R  SENATE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Oil & Gas)

3 IN THE L E G I S LA TU RE OF T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 FI F T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to oil a n d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 deve lop me nt , and p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S LA TUR E O F  T H E  S T AT E OF ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the Un i t e d  States Congress ha s r es erved th e right to pe rm it

10 f u rt her  oil and gas exploration, deve lop me nt , and p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

11 coastal pl ai n of the A r c t i c  National W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska; an d

12 W H E R E A S  the oil industry, the state, an d the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of  the

13 I n t e r i o r  c on si de r the coastal p l a i n  to h a v e  the h i g he st  p o t e n t i a l  for

14 d i s c o v e r y  of v e r y  large oil and gas ac cu m u l a t i o n s  o n  the continent of N o r t h

15 America; and

16 W H E R E A S  a d ec i s i o n  to permit oil a n d  gas exploration, d ev elo p m e n t ,  and

17 p r o d u c t i o n  o n  the coastal pl ain  of the re f u g e  w o u l d  incre as e the v a l u e  and

18 fa cilitate the d eve lopment of highly p r o m i s i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  t i d e l a n d  and

19 fe de r a l l y - o w n e d  o u t er- co nt in ent al -s he lf land o ff sh or e of the refuge; an d

20 W H E RE AS  the facilities that are d e v el ope d to tra ns por t p e t r o l e u m

21 res ou rce s d i s c o v e r e d  on the coastal p l a i n  of the r e f u g e  to the T r a n s - A l a s k a

22 P ip e l i n e  S ys t e m  may a llo w marginal d i s c o v e r i e s  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  the refuge

23 and the p ipe l i n e  to be dev el op ed  and produced, a nd  m a y  p r o l o n g  the  e co n o m i c

24 life of the pipeline; and

25 WHER EA S oil and gas exp lo ra ti on a n d  de ve lop me nt  of the c o a s t a l  p l a i n

26 of the refuge and adjacent land could result in  m a j o r  d i s c o v e r i e s  that
*

27 w o u l d  reduce o u r  nation's future ne ed s for imp or te d oil, h e l p  b a l a n c e  the

28 na ti o n ' s  trade deficit, and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in crease the n at i o n ' s  security;

29 and
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1 W H E R E A S  t h e  oil and gas industry and related Alaska employment have

2 bee n se ve r e l y  affected by reduced oil and  gas activity, and the r e d u c t i o n

3 in in dustry investment and employment has b ro ad  implications for the A l a s k a

4 w o r k  force a n d  the entire state economy; and

5 W H E R E A S  the development of coastal p l a i n  oil and gas resources c an  and

6 sh ou ld  be co n d u c t e d  by the corporations and workers of the state, w h o  h ave

7 the ex p e r t i s e  to bring the resources to market; and

8 W H E R E A S  8,000,000 of the 19,000,000 acres of the refuge have alre ad y

9 b e e n  set a side as wilderness; and

10 W H E R E A S  the 1,500,000-acre coastal p l a i n  of the refuge comprises only

11 eight p e r ce nt  of the refuge, and the development of the oil and gas re-

12 serves in the refuge's coastal p l a i n  w o u l d  affect an even smaller percent-

13 age of the refuge; and

14 W HE REA S the oil industry has s ho wn  at Prudhoe Bay, as well as at other

15 locations a l o n g  the A rc t i c  coastal plain, that it can safely conduct oil

16 and gas a ct i v i t y  without adversely a f f e ct ing  the environment or w i l d l i f e

17 populations;

18 BE IT R ES O L V E D  by the Alaska State L egislature that the Congress of

19 the Uni te d States is urg ed  to o pen the coastal p la in of the Arct ic  Na ti o n a l

20 W ild li fe  Refuge, Alaska, to oil a n d  gas exploration, development, and
j ■ I

21 production; and be it

22 F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that that a ct ivi ty  be  conducted in a m a n n e r  thatI
23 protects the environment and u ti li zes  the state's wo r k  force to the m a x i m u m

24 extent possible.

25 COP IE S of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable D on a l d  Hodel,

26 Secretary of the Department of the Interior; to the Honorable J. Benne tt

27 Johnston, Ch ai r m a n  of the Senate C o m m i t t e e  on Energy and Natural Resources;

28 to the H o n o r a b l e  Morris K. Udall, Ch ai r m a n  of the House Commi tt ee  on

29 Interior a n d  Insular Affairs; and to the H on orable Te d Stevens and  the
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Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Do n Young, U.S. 

Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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