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1 IN THE  SENATE B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M ITT EE

2 CS F O R  SEN ATE  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 6 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE  L EGISLATURE OF  T H E  STATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F IF T E E N T H  L EG I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  a mendments to the  C o n s t i t u t i o n

6 of the State of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to the

7 of fi c e  of state auditor.

8 B E  IT RESOLVED B Y  TH E LEGISLA TU RE  O F  T H E  S T AT E OF ALASKA:

9 * Secti on  1. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 23, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S ta te of Alaska,

10 is a m e nd ed to read:

11 SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. Except as p r o v i d e d  i n  this section.

12 the [THE] g o v e r n o r  may make changes in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the execu-

13 tive branch or in the assignment of functions among its units w h i c h  he

14 considers ne c e s s a r y  for efficient ad ministration. W h e r e  these changes

15 require the force of law, they shall be set forth in e x e c u t i v e  orders.

16 The legislature shall have sixty da y s  of a r e g u l a r  session, or a full

17 session if of shorter duration, to d i s a p p r o v e  these e x e c u t i v e  orders.

18 Unless d i s a p p r o v e d  by r e so lut io n c o n c u r r e d  in by a m a j o r i t y  of the

19 members in joint session, these ord er s b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  at a d a t e

20 thereafter to be designated by the governor. The R o v e m o r  ma y no t

21 chanRe the o r ga ni zat io n or f u n c t i o n  of any unit of the e x e c u t i v e

22 branch that is hea de d by the s tate auditor.

23 * Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 24, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of Alaska, is

24 a m e nd ed  to read:

25 SECT IO N 24. SUPERVISION. Ex c e p t  for any u nit o f  the e x e c u t i v e

26 branch that is hea de d by the s t at e auditor, e a c h  [EACH] p r i n c i p a l

27 department shall be under the s u p e r v i s i o n  of the governor.

28 * Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 25, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t at e of Alaska, is

29 amende d to read:
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SECTI ON 25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. The h ead of each p r i n c i p a l  d e­

pa r t m e n t  shall be a single exe cu ti ve unless o therwise p r o v i d e d  by law. 

H e  shall be ap pointed by  the governor, subject to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a 

m a j o r i t y  of the memb er s of the legisla tur e in joint session, and shall 

se rv e at the pleasure of the governor, except as otherwise p r o v i d e d  in 

this artic le  w i t h  respect to the lieutenant gov er no r and as p rovided 

in  S e c t i o n  17 of A r t i c l e  IX w i t h  respe ct to the state a u d i t o r  [SEC­

R E T A R Y  OF S T A T E ] . The h ea ds  of all principal dep ar tm ent s shall be 

ci ti z e n s  of the Un it e d  States.

* Sec. 4. A r t i c l e  IX, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, is amended 

by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

SE C T I O N  17. ST ATE  AUDITOR. T h e r e  shall be a state auditor. The 

state a u d i t o r  shall be a qu a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of the State, a citiz en of 

the  U n i t e d  States, and a resident of A la s k a  for at least five years 

p r e c e d i n g  appointment to the office. The state auditor s hall meet r e­

qui r e m e n t s  for e xp eri en ce  in ma na g e m e n t  and a c c ou nti ng  or  aud it in g as 

p r o v i d e d  by law. The t e r m  of of fi ce of the state a u d i t o r  is six 

years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the first Monday in January f o l l o w i n g  the 

c o n v e n i n g  of the l eg is lat ur e and en d i n g  at n o o n  on the first Mon d a y  in 

J a n u a r y  foll ow ing  the c o n v en in g of the legislature six years later. 

T h e  leg is la tu re shall p r o v i d e  by la w for p ro ce du re s for r e mo va l of the 

state a u d i t o r  for cause b y  a f f i r ma ti ve v o t e  of t w o -t hi rd s of the 

me m b e r s  of the legisla tu re  in jo in t session. The state a u d i t o r  shall 

be  the a u d i t o r  of the accounts of all departments, offices, and 

ag encies of the State inc lu di ng  t he  legislature, the executive, and 

the judiciary, all independent state corporations, all political 

su bd i v i s i o n s  of the S ta te  i n c l udi ng  municipalities, an d the U niversity 

of Alaska. The state a u d i t o r  shall p er fo rm  o t he r duti es  p r e s c r i b e d  by 

law. Th e office of the state auditor co ns titutes an agency
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1 independent of the executive branch agencies named in Section 22 of

2 Article III.

3 SECTION 18. APPOINTMENT OF THE STATE AUDITOR. (a) The state

4 auditor selection committee shall nominate a candidate for appointment

5 as state auditor. The selection committee shall be composed of three

6 members of the senate appointed by the president of the senate and

7 three members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker

8 of the house. One member of the minority party caucus in each house

9 shall be appointed to the selection committee. The state auditor

10 selection committee shall examine persons to serve as state auditor

11 regarding their qualifications and abilities and shall place the name

12 of the person selected in nomination. The nomination is effective if

13 approved by an affirmative roll call vote of two-thirds of the members

14 of the legislature in joint session. The appointment is effective if

15 the n omination is approved by the governor. However, the governor may

16 veto the appointment and return it, with a statement of objections, to

17 the legislature. Upo n  receipt of a veto message the legislature shall

18 meet immediately in joint session and reconsider approval of the

19 vetoed appointment. Upo n reconsideration, the appointment is effec-

20 tive if approved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members

21 of the legislature in joint session. The vote on  the appointment and

22 on reconsideration of a ve t o e d  appointment shall be entered in the

23 journals of bo t h  houses. If the legislature is in session and if the

24 governor neith er  approves n o r  vetoes the appointment wit hi n 15 days,

25 Sundays excepted, after its delivery to the governor, the appointment

26 becomes effective. If the legislature is not in session and the

27 governor neither approves n or vetoes the appointment within 20 days,

28 Sundays excepted, after its delivery to the governor, the appointment

29 becomes effective.
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1 SECTION 19. VACANCY. If the term of the state auditor expires

2 without the appointment of a successor, the incumbent state auditor

3 may  continue in office until a successor is appointed. In case of a

4 vacancy in the office of state auditor for any reason, the deputy

5 state auditor becomes the acting state auditor until a n e w  state

6 auditor is appointed for a new term under the procedures set out in

7 Section 18 of this article.

8 SECTION 20. COMPENSATION. The compensation of the state auditor

9 shall be equal to the compensation of the lieutenant governor and

10 shall not be diminished during the term of office, unless by general

11 law applying to all salaried officers of the State.

12 SECTION 21. OTHER OFFICES. A  per so n who has served as state

13 auditor may not hold the office of gover no r or lieutenant gover no r

14 until four years after the last day on w h i c h  the person was state

15 auditor.

16 * Sec. 5. Article XV, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended

17 by adding a n e w  section to read:

18 SECTION 29. BUDGET FOR THE OFFICE O F  STATE AUDITOR. The yearly

19 amount appropriated for the office of the state auditor for the sec-

20 ond, third, and fourth years of operation may not be less than  the

21 amount appropriated for the first year of operation except that the

22 budget may  be reduced by a percent no greater than the percent that

23 the state operating budget for a subsequent year is reduced from the

24 state operating budget for the first y e a r  of operation for the office.

25 * Sec. 6. Section 14, Article IX, Constitution of the State of Alaska,

26 is repealed.

27 * Sec. 7. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall be pl ac ed

28 before the voters of the state at the next general election in conformity

29 wi t h  art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of Alaska, and the elec-
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1 t i o n  laws of the state.
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