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BY KE LL Y,  ABOOD,
1 I N  T H E  SENATE S T U R G U L E W S K I  A N D  FAIKS

2 S E N A T E  J OINT RESOL UTI ON  NO. 6

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  LEGISLA TU RE  - FIRST SESSI ON

5 Proposing amendments to the C o n s t i t u t i o n

6 of the State of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to the

7 office of state auditor.

8 B E  IT RE SO LV ED  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section I. A rt ic le III, sec. 23, C o n st it uti on  of the State o f  Alaska,

10 is amended to read:

11 SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. Except as p r o v i d e d  in this section.

12 the [THE] governor m a y  ma k e  changes in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of th e execu-

13 tive bra nc h or in the assignment of functions a m o n g  its u n i t s  w h i c h  he

14 considers n ecessary for  efficient administration. W h e r e  t h e s e  changes

15 require the force of law, they shall be set f o rt h in e x e c u t i v e  orders.

16 The legislature shall h av e  sixty days of a r e g u l a r  session, o r  a full

17 session if of s h o r t e r  duration, to disapprove these e x e c u t i v e  orders.

18 Unless d is approved by resolution concurred in by  a m a j o r i t y  of the

19 members in joint session, these orders become e f f e c t i v e  at a date

20 thereafter to be d e s i g n a t e d  by the governor. The  R o v e r n o r  may not

21 chanRe the o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  function of any unit  of the executive 

branch that is h e a d e d  by the state auditor.

* Sec. 2. Article III, sec. 24, Constitution of the S ta te  of Alaska, is

amended to read:

SECTION 24. SUPERVISION. Except for any unit of the executive

bra nc h that is h e a d e d  by the state auditor, e a c h  [EACH] p ri ncipal

department shall be u n d e r  the supervision of the governor.

* Sec. 3. Article III, sec. 25, Co nstitution of the S t at e o f  Alaska, is 

amended to read:
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1 SECTION 25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. The h ea d  of e a c h  p r i nc ip al  de-

2 p ar tment shall be a s i n g l e  executive unless o t h e rwi se  p r o v i d e d  by law.

3 H e  shall be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the governor, subject to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a

4 m aj o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l egislature in joint session, and shall
\ 1

5 serve at the p l e a s u r e  of the governor, except as o t h e r w i s e  provided in

6 this article w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the lieutenant g ov e r n o r  and as pr ovided

7 in Sect io n 17 of A r t i c l e  IX w i t h  respect to the state au d i t o r  [SEC-

8 R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E ] . T h e  heads of all p r i n ci pa l d e p a r t m e n t s  shall be

9 citizens of the U n i t e d  States.

10 * Sec. 4. Article IX, Cons ti tut io n of the State of Alaska , is amended

11 by ad di n g  n e w  sections to read:

12 SECTION 17. S T A T E  AUDITOR. There shall be a s tate auditor. The

13 state auditor shall b e  a qualified v o t e r  of the State, a citizen of

14 the U n i t e d  States, a n d  a resident of A la s k a  for at least five years

15 pr e c e d i n g  app oi ntm en t to the office. The state a u d i t o r  s hall meet re-

16 quir eme nt s for e x p e r i e n c e  in m a n ag eme nt  and a c c o u n t i n g  o r  auditing as

17 p r o v i d e d  by law. T h e  governor shall appoint the state auditor. Th e

18 appointment is e f f e c t i v e  if it is app roved by a roll call vote of

19 two-thirds of the m e m b e r s  of each  house of the legislature. The t e r m

20 of office of the s t a t e  auditor is six years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the

21 first Monday in J a n u a r y  following the c on vening of the legislature and

22 end in g at n o o n  o n  t h e  first Mo nd ay  i n  Janu ar y f o l l o w i n g  th e convening

23 of the legislature s i x  years later. Th e legisl at ure  s h a l l  provide by

24 law for p r oce du re s f o r  removal of the state a u d i t o r  for cause by

25 affirmative vote of two-thirds of the memb er s of the legislature in

26 joint session. T h e  state auditor shall be the a u d i t o r  of the accounts

27 of all departments, offices, and ag encies of the S ta te  in cluding the
i

28 legislature, the executive, and the judiciary, all in de pe nde nt  state

29 corporations, all p olitical s ubd ivisions of the S ta te  including
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municipalities, and the University of Alaska. The state auditor shall 

p e rf or m other duties prescribed by law. The office of the state 

auditor constitutes an agency independent of the executive branch 

agencies named in Section 22 of Article III.

SECTION 18. VACANCY. If the term of the state auditor expires 

without the appointment of a successor, the incumbent state auditor 

may continue in office until a successor is appointed. In case of a 

vaca nc y in the office of state auditor for any reason, a successor 

shall be appointed by the governor for the remainder of the unexpired 

term.

SECTION 19. COMPENSATION. The compensation of the state auditor 

shall be equal to the compensation of the lieutenant governor and 

shall not be diminished during the term of office, unless by general 

law applying to all salaried officers of the State.

SECTION 20. OTHER OFFICES. A  person who  has served as state

auditor may not hold the office of governor or lieutenant governor 

until four years after the last day on which the p e r s o n  was state 

auditor.

*  Sec. 5. Article XV, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended 

by adding a new section to read:

SECTION 29. BUDGET FOR  THE OFFICE OF STATE AUDITOR. The yearly 

amount appropriated for the office of the state auditor for the sec­

ond, third, and fourth years of operation may not be less than the

amount appropriated for the first year of operation except that the

budget may be reduced by a percent no greater than the percent that 

the state operating budget for a subsequent yea r is reduced from the 

state operating budget for the first year of operation for the office.

* Sec. 6. Section 14, Article IX, Constitution of the State of Alaska, 

is repealed.
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1 * Sec. 7. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall be pl ac e d

2 before the voters of the state at the next general election in conformity

3 w ith art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of Alaska, and the elec-

4 tion laws of the state.
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