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1 I N  THE S ENA T E  BY J O S EPH SO N A N D  K E L L Y

2 SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  RESOLUTION NO. 53

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FI F T E E N T H  L EG I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSIO N

5 Relating to the fund in g of co mmunity

6 mental he a l t h  services.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 W H E RE AS  public demand for community mental h e a l t h  services th roughout

9 the state is increasing; and

10 W H E R E A S  only part of the po pu l a t i o n  that req uires community m en t a l

11 health services is able to p a y  the cost of the servic es  throug h p ers on al

12 resources or medi ca l insurance, or through t h i r d -p ar ty payme nt  plans,

13 contracts, or entitlements; and

14 W H E R E A S  it is necessary, therefore, that part of  the cost of co mmunity

15 mental h e a l t h  services be b o r n e  by the state; and

16 W H E R E A S  failure to meet the demand for com mu nit y m en t a l  h e a l t h  ser-

17 vices raises the likelihood of additional pu b l i c  costs thro ugh  hospital-

18 ization, law enforcement and corrections, public assistance, and other

19 p r o g r a m s ; and

20 WHEREAS, through the p a s s a g e  in 1987 of e nactments de si g n e d  to settle

21 litigation involving me nt al h e a l t h  trust lands, the state has u n d e r t a k e n  a

22 commitment to increase in increments its a pp ro pr i a t i o n s  for the tr eatment

23 of p at ients requiring m e n t a l  h e a l t h  services; and

24 W H ER EA S in 1987 the De pa r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Soc ia l Services p u b l i s h e d

25 its five- ye ar  comprehensive me nt a l  health plan, c a l l i n g  for the de ve lo pm ent

26 of a funding formula to a ll o c a t e  any new funds; and

27 WHEREAS, although state support for com mu nit y me n t a l  h e a l t h  s er vices
%

28 as part of a continuum of m e n t a l  health care m u s t  be increased, s ou nd

29 management principles r e q ui re  that the a llo c a t i o n  of support a mong A l a s k a
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1 c o m m u n i t i e s  be  fair so that e a c h  c o a a u n i t y  a e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a t c h m e n t  are a re-

2 c ei v e s  a  J u s t  p o r t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for this  p u rp ose  u n d e r  ge n e r a l l y

3 ac ce pte d,  w r i t t e n  criteria; and

4  W H E R E A S  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds for c o a a u n i t y  a e n t a l  h e a l t h

5 s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  p u b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  c ons is te nt  w i t h  law w i l l  p r o a o t e  b e t t e r

6 p l a n n i n g  a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  of s tate funds; and

7 W H E R E A S  d e a a n d  for c oa a u n i t y  a e n t a l  h e a l t h  services t e n d s  to in cr ea se

8 i n  c o a a u n i t i e s  hav i n g  p s y c h i a t r i c  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  ot he r a e n t a l  h e a l t h  facil-

9 ities;

10 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r eq ue s t s

11 the G o v e r n o r  to direct the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  B o a r d  to p r o p o s e  legis-

12 l a t i o n  or  a a k e  other r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the leg is la tu re b y  J a n u a r y  9, 1989,

13 fo r t he  e s t a b l ish me nt  o f  a f o rm ula  for the f un di ng of c o m m u n i t y  m e n t a l

14 h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  that takes into acco unt  a ca tc hm en t area 's  p o p u la tio n,  the

15 cost of  s e r v i c e  del i v e r y  in c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs, a n d  d e m o g r a p h i c

16 f ea tu r e s  that are g e r m a n e  to the level of the d em a n d  fo r co m m u n i t y  m e n t a l

17 h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  in the area.

18 A  C O P Y  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  sh all  be sent to J erry Sc hraeder, act i n g

19 d i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  M en t a l  H e a l t h  Board.
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