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BY BINKLEY, HE NS LE Y,
1 IN T H E  SEN AT E K E R T T U L A  A N D  S Z Y M A N S K I

2 S E N A T E  C O NCU RR EN T R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 48

3 IN T H E  L EG I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the d e v e l op me nt  of t he  musk

6 ox i nd ust ry  in the state.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHER EA S musk oxen, k n o w n  by the Es k i m o  pe o p l e  as " O o m i n g m a k , "  the

9 b e a r d e d  one, are n at i v e  to the Arc ti c and, a ft er b e in g h u n t e d  to e xt in c t i o n

10 in Al a s k a  by  1850, w e r e  successfully r e i n t r o d u c e d  to the state; and

11 W H E R E A S  musk  o x e n  h ave be e n  ra is ed  d o m e s t i c a l l y  in the s t a t e  since

12 1964, most recently at a farm in Palmer, w h i c h  has a h e r d  of just o v e r  100

13 head; and

14 W H E R E A S  m usk ox underwool, called q i v i u t , is w a r m e r  t h a n  s h e e p’s wool

15 and  softer than cashmere, is spun into fine yarn, and pr ov id es t h e  raw

16 m ate ri al  for one of the few Nat iv e cottage indu str ie s in remote coastal

17 Eski mo  villages; and

18 W H E REA S the M u s k  O x  Producers' C oo p e r a t i v e  has a m e m b e r s h i p  of more

19 t ha n  200 knitters w h o  produce the b ea u t i f u l  and u niq u e l y  A l a s k a n  articles

20 from qiviut that are sold around the state and w o r n  by suc h d i g n i t a r i e s  as

21 the President and Mrs. Reagan; and

22 W H E R E A S  this i n d u s t r y  p r o v i d e d  ne a r l y  $90,0 00  to the v i l l a g e  h om es  of

23 the k ni tters in the last year, an amount that has s te adily risen, but is

24 limited by the amount of available qiviut h a r v e s t e d  at the P a l m e r  farm  each

25 spring; and

26 WHEREAS, b e c a u s e  the farm has b e e n  forced to mo v e  four times i n  its 24

27 years of existence, ex p a n s i o n  of the herd has b e e n  curtailed; and

28 WHEREAS, in o r d e r  to finalize the perm ane nt  establi sh me nt  of  the m u s k

29 o x  industry in the s tate the M u s k  Ox Developm en t C o r p o r a t i o n  is a t t e m p t i n g
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1 to purchase the land a n d  buildings at the P a l m e r  farm an d is w o r k i n g  wit h

2 the W. K. K e l l o g g  F o u n d a t i o n  to m a t c h  funds a p pr op ria te d by the state; and

3 WHEREAS the h e r d  raised on this farm is the only d o m es ti cat ed  m u s k  ox

4 herd  in the w or ld  ra is e d  for its qiviut;

5 BE IT R ES OL VE D that the A l a s k a  State Legislature, re co gni zi ng  that

6 economic development o f t e n  comes one job at a time, respe ct fu lly  requests

7 the Go vernor to direct the Department of C o m m e r c e  and Eco no mi c Development

8 and the Department of Naural Re sources to assist the further d evelopment of

9 the mus k ox industry in the state.

10 COPIES of the r es ol u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  J. Anthony

11 Smith, co mm issioner of commerce and e c o n o m i c  development; and the H o n o ra bl e

12 Judith M. Brady, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a tu ra l resources.
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