
Offered: 4/8/88
Referred: F i n an ce

5 - 1 7 3 3 B

Ori ginal sponsors: Coghill, Faiks,
Fanning, et al.

1 I N  TH E SENATE BY  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M MI TT EE

2 H OUS E CS F O R  SEN AT E C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 45 (Resources)

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 E n c o u r a g i n g  the s tat e to j o i n  the Clean

6 Coal T e c h n o l o g y  C o a l i t i o n  a n d  assist

7 a c c e p t a n c e  of s t at e p r o j e c t s  i n  the

8 c le an  co a l  t e c h n o l o g y  p ro gram.

9 B E  IT RE SO L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  S T A T E  OF ALASK A:

10 WHEREAS coal is a m a j o r  source of e n e r g y  w o r l d w i d e ;  a n d

11 WHEREAS A l a s k a  contains mor e than 40 p e r c e n t  o f  the t ot al  k n o w n  coal

12 reserves of th e U n i t e d  States; and

13 WHEREAS the  coal m i n i n g  industry is a n  impo rta nt  s e c t o r  o f  Alaska's

14 economy w i t h  immen se  p o t e n t i a l  for g r o w t h  a n d  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  and

15 WHEREAS it is crucial that e m i ss io ns fr o m  p o w e r  g e n e r a t i o n  be m a na ge d

16 in a man ne r that m i n im ize s the p o l l u t i o n  of  o u r  a i r  a n d  water; an d

17 WHEREAS Al as k a ' s  v ast coal r e s o ur ce s c o n t a i n  on l y  a f r a c t i o n  of the

18 sulfur c o n t a i n e d  in m ost o t h e r  sources of  coal wo rld w i d e ;  a nd

19 WHEREAS th e co mb u s t i o n  of coal that co nt ai ns h i g h  levels of  su lf u r  in

20 the g e n e r a t i o n  of e le ct r i c a l  p o w e r  c o n t r i b u t e s  to the p r o d u c t i o n  of sul-

21 furic acid in the atmosphere; and

22 WHER EA S this at m o s p h e r i c  p h e n o m e n o n  is k n o w n  as " a c i d  rain"; and

23 WHERE AS  the Congress of the U n i t e d  States c r e a t e d  t he  C l e a n  Coal

24 Technology R e s e r v e  Fu n d  to support the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c l e a n  coal tech-

25 nologies; an d

26 WHER EAS  th e Congress has a p p r o p r i a t e d  n e a r l y  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  fro m the

27 fund to the D e p a r t m e n t  of En erg y for a w a r d  to s e v e r a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  proj-

28 ects p r o p o s i n g  n e w  c l e a n  coal techn ol og ie s; and

29 WHERE AS  le g i s l a t i o n  h as  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  in the C o n g r e s s  t o  p r o v i d e

SCR045B -1- H C S  S C R  4 5 (Res)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

$3 . 5  b i l l i o n  o v e r  the next 10 year* to the fund; and

W H E R E A S  i n  1987, the President r e q u es ted  C o n g r e s s  to a p p r o p r i a t e  $2.5 

b i l l i o n  to the c l e a n  coal prog ram  to h o n o r  a c o mm itm en t m a d e  by this c o u n­

try to C a n a d a  to implement r e c o m m e nd at ion s of the two  cou nt rie s r egarding 

a c i d  rain; and

W H E R E A S  the  C l e a n  Coal T e c h n o l o g y  C o a lit io n is an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o m­

p o s e d  of u ti li ti es , coal producers, man uf act ur er s,  industrials, state 

g o v e r n m e n t s ,  un iv er si tie s,  and others interested in  a d v a n c i n g  the use of 

c l e a n  coal technologies; and

W H E R E A S  c l e a n  coal t echnology involves a w id e  r a n g e  of r e s e a r c h  and 

d e v e l o p m e n t  a dv an ce s that may lead to burni ng coal m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  and 

w i t h  great ly  r e d u c e d  em is si on levels; and

WH E R E A S  t he state is pr ox im at ely  located to P a c i f i c  R i m  countries, 

p o s s e s s e s  low su l f u r  coal reserves, a n d  is d e d i c a t e d  to e x p a n d i n g  knowl ed ge  

of the A r c t i c  a n d  resource-use tech no lo gi es t h r o u g h  the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a ;  and

WH E RE AS  t he  development of t e ch no lo gie s that c a n  u s e  A l a s k a n  coal 

p r o v i d e s  an u n p a r a l l e l e d  opportunity to expand ex p o r t  m a r k e t s  f or  state 

coal;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State Le g i s l a t u r e  that the g o v e r n o r  is 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to seek state m e m b e r s h i p  i n  the C l e a n  Coa l T e c h­

no l o g y  C o ali ti on ; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the g o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to direct 

t he  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of natu ra l resources to assist p r o j e c t s  i n  the state that 

s e e k  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  in the Clean Coal Tech nol og y R e s e r v e  F u n d  p r o g r a m  a d m i n­

ist e r e d  by the U n i t e d  States De pa r t m e n t  of Energy.

CO PI ES  of this resol ut io n shall be sent to th e H o n o r a b l e  Steve Cowper, 

Gov er no r; the H o n o r a b l e  Ju di t h  M. Brady, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources; 

th e H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S. Harrington, Se cretary of the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of
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1 Energy; and to the Honorable Ted  Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  Frank Murkowski,

2 U.S. Senators, and the H onorable D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, members of

3 the A la s k a  delegation in Congress.
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