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BY HENSLEY, FAIKS, K E L L Y  AND
1 IN T H E  SENATE J O S E P H S O N

2 S E N A T E  CONCURRENT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 44

3 IN T H E  LE GI SL ATU RE  OF TH E ST ATE  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L EG IS LATURE - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R el a t i n g  to e s t im ate s of j o b l e s s n e s s  in

6 the state.

7 BE IT RE SO L V E D  BY THE LEG I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS, w h e n  the state Department of L a b o r  compiles d at a  o n  levels of

9 employment and un emp l o y m e n t  in the state, it is re qui re d to be consi st en t

10 w i t h  d efinitions and m et h o d o l o g y  of the federal Bur ea u of La bo r Statistics;

11 and

12 WHEREAS, to be c o u n t e d  as une mp l o y e d  u n d e r  the d e f i n iti on s u s e d  by the

13 department, a person m u s t  be actively looking for w o r k  u nl e s s  th e p e r s o n

14 has a cc ept ed  a job an d is waiting for the job to begin; an d

15 W HE RE AS  village residents g en erally k n o w  of job a v a i l a b i l i t y  in  t h ei r

16 areas and do not look for work w h e n  no jobs are available; and

17 WHEREAS, consequently, as ho u s e h o l d  s u rv ey s hav e d emo ns tr at ed,  the

18 d e f i n i t i o n  of u nem pl o y m e n t  results in s u b s t a n t i a l  u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  of job-

19 lessness in rural Alask a; and

20 WHER EAS  u n em pl oym en t rates in u r b a n  areas s u f f e r i n g  ec on o m i c  di stress

21 are also generally b e l i e v e d  to be u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  of the n u m b e r  o f  joble ss

22 p e r s o n s ; and

23 WHEREAS, like o t h e r  states, Ala ska's share of the four b i l l i o n  doll ar s

24 in federal funding for  programs of training, job services, a n d  ce r t a i n

25 public w orks is b a s e d  on  levels of u n e m p l o y m e n t  and d o e s  not c o n s i d e r  t he

26 jobless rate; and

27 WHERE AS  in this time of statewide e c o n o m i c  distress, it b e c o m e s  espe-

28 cially important that the governor and l e g i s la tu re  be a c c u r a t e l y  i nf or m e d

29 of levels of jo b l e s s n e s s  throughout the s tate as t h e y  c o n s i d e r  cours es

SCR044a 1- SCR 44



T

r *

1 of a c t i o n  to relieve economic di st r e s s  a n d  e n c o ura ge  recovery;

2 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the g o v e r n o r  is

3 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  to r e v i e w  the

4 a v a i l a b l e  data and to advise th e l eg isl at ur e by A p r i l  1, 1988, of its 

3 c o n c l u s i o n s  about levels of r eal jo b l e s s n e s s  in the state and w h a t  steps

6 the le g i s l a t u r e  might take to e n c o u r a g e  changes i n  the fede ra l m e t h o d o l o g y

7 g u i d i n g  future un em ployment d a t d  c o l l e c t i o n  e f f or ts  so that u h e m p l o y m e h t

8 i n f o r m a t i o n  m o r e  nearly re fl ect s i n f o r m a t i o n  a bou t joblessness.
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