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1 IN T H E  SENATE B Y  T H E  RESOU RC ES  C O M M ITT EE

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F OR  SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  RESOLUTION NO. 41 (Resources)

3 IN THE  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F TE ENT H L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 Re lat i n g  to the f u r th er  d ev e l o p m e n t  of

6 A l a s k a n  coal.

7 B E  IT R ES OL V E D  BY THE L EG IS LATURE OF  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS advances in m o d e m  min i n g  technology, equipment, and  services

9 have greatly e nchanced coal m in i n g  e xt ra ct ion  and r e c l a m a t i o n  capabilities;

10 and

11 WHEREAS art. VIII, sec. 1, C o n st it uti on  of the State of Alaska, pro-

12 v i d e s  that "It is the policy of the state to e n c ou ra ge  the s ettlement of

13 its land and the development of its resources by m a k i n g  th e m  a v a il ab le  for

14 m a x i m u m  use consistent wi t h  the pub li c interest"; an d

15 WHEREAS the state contains mo r e  than  40 perc en t of the ent ir e k n o w n

16 coal reserves in the United States; and

17 WHEREAS currently the state's annual coal p r o d u c t i o n  of 1,60 0, 00 0 tons

18 comprises less than 0.2 percent of the total annual U n i t e d  States produc-

19 tion; and

20 WHER EA S there is only one active coal mine in the entire state; and

21 WHER EA S b e t w e e n  1972 and 1987 A us tr al ia n s t e a m  coal p r o d u c t i o n  has

22 g r o w n  from 250,000 tons a year to more than 4 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  tons a year, w i t h  a

23 v al ue  of nearly $3.4 billion; and

24 WHERE AS  there is great p o t en ti al  for e xp a n d i n g  b o t h  instate utiliza-

25 tion  and Pacific R i m  export m ar ke ts  for A l a s k a n  coal;

26 B E  IT RESOLV ED that the A l a s k a  State L eg i s l a t u r e  respe ct fu ll y requests

27 the G ov er n o r  to encourage the commi ss io ne r of n a t u r a l  resources, the com-

28 m i s s i o n e r  of commerce and ec onomic development, the c o m mi ss ion er  of en-

29 vir o n m e n t a l  conservation, the c om mi ssioner of f is h  an d game, and the
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d i r e c t o r  of the office of inter na tio na l trade to p u r s u e  p o l i c i e s  that will 

lead to the removal of r e g ul at or y i m p e d i m e n t s  to, a n d  f u r t h e r  promote the 

d e v e lo pm en t of, the c r u c i a l  coal m i n i n g  industry w i t h i n  the state.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Steve Cowper, 

Governor; the H o n o r a b l e  J u d i t h  Brady, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources; 

the H o n o r a b l e  Dennis Kel so , c o mm iss io ne r of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  conserv ati on ; the 

Ho n o r a b l e  D o n  C o l l i ns wo rth , c o mm is si one r of fish a n d  game; th e H o n o ra bl e J. 

A n t h o n y  Smith, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e  and e c o n o m i c  d e ve lo pm en t; the 

H o n o r a b l e  M a r k  Hickey, comm is sio ne r of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd p ub l i c  f a c i l i­

ties; a n d  to B e n  H ar di ng,  director of the office of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade.
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