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B Y  THE SENATE SPECIAL 
C O M MI TT EE  ON NATUR AL

1 IN THE SEN ATE  R E S O U R C E  DE VE LO PM ENT

2 SENATE CO NCURRENT RE SO L U T I O N  NO. 41

3 IN THE LE GI SL ATU RE  OF TH E STATE OF A LA S K A

4 FIF TEE NT H LEGISLAT UR E - SECOND SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the further d ev elopment of

6 A l a s k a n  coal.

7 BE IT R ES OL VE D BY THE LEG IS LA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 W H E RE AS  advances in m o d e m  mini ng  technology, equipment, and services

9 have grea tl y enchanced coal mining e x t r a c t i o n  and rec l a m a t i o n  capabilities;

10 and

11 W H E REA S Art. VIII of the C o n st it uti on  of the State of A l a s k a  states

12 that the natural resources of the state should be de v e l o p e d  and m a n a g e d  as

13 a pub li c trust; and

14 WHER EAS  the state contains more than 40 percent of the entire k n o w n

15 coal reserves in the Un it e d  States; and

16 WHEREAS currently the state's annual coal p r o d u c t i o n  of 1,600,000 tons

17 comprises less tha n 0.2 percent of the total annual U n i t e d  States produc-

18 tion; and

19 WHEREAS there is only one active coal mine in the entire state; and

20 WHEREAS b et we en  1972 and 1987 A u s t r a l i a n  s tea m coal p r o d u c t i o n  has

21 grown from 250,000 tons a year to mo r e  th a n  46,000 ,0 00  tons a year, w i t h  a

22 va lue  of nearly $3.4 billion; and

23 WHEREAS there is great potential for expa nd in g both  instate ut iliza-

24 tion and Pacific Rim export markets for A l a s k a n  coal;

25 BE IT R ESO L V E D  that the Alas ka  State Le gi sla tu re  res pec tf ul ly  r eq uests

26 the Gov ernor to encourage the commi ss io ner  of n a tur al  resources, the com-

27 m i s s io ne r of environmental conservation, and the c o m m is si on er of f ish and

28 game to pursue policies that will lead to the removal of regula tor y impedi-

29 ments to, and further promote the development of, the crucial coal m i n i n g
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1 i n d u s t r y  w i t h i n  the state.

2 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  J ud i t h  Brady,

3 c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t ur al resour ce s;  the H o n or ab le D e n n i s  Kelso, co mm issioner

4 of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  co nse rv at io n; the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  C o l l i n s w o r t h ,  commissioner

5 of f i s h  and game; the H o n o r a b l e  J. A n t h o n y  Smith, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of commerce

6 and e c o n o m i c  d e v elo pm en t;  an d to the H o n ora bl e M a r k  Hicke y,  c o m mi ss io ner  of

7 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  facilities.
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