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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
1 IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 H O US E CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 39 (HESS) am H

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLA TU RE  - SECOND SESSION

5 Re questing the State Board of Education

6 to require the study of Alaska history

7 and government in Alaska schools.

8 BE  IT  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

9 W H E R E A S  k n o w l e d g e  of A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  an d  g o v e r n m e n t  is f u n d a m e n t a l  to

10 i n f o r m e d  a nd e f f e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by  c i t i z e n s  in  the a f f a i r s  of the

11 nation; a n d

12 W H E R E A S  in r e c o g n i t i o n  of  this, b o a r d s  of e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the

13 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  m a d e  the s t u d y  of A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  a

14 r e q u i r e m e n t  for h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n ;  and

15 W H E R E A S  k n o w l e d g e  of o n e ' s  o w n  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  is

16 f u n d a m e n t a l  to i n f o r m e d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s t a t e  a nd local

17 affai r s ;  and

18 W H E R E A S  in a 1987 s u r v e y ,  33 p e r c e n t  of A l a s k a ' s  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s

19 r e p o r t e d  no s c hool i n s t r u c t i o n  in A l a s k a  h i s t o r y ;  a n d

20 W H E R E A S  the S t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  has the a u t h o r i t y  to e s t a b l i s h

21  g r a d u a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f or all s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  has a d o p t e d  g e n e r a l

22 r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

23 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

24 the S t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  at least one

25 uni t  of  credit in th e  s t u d y  of A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p r i o r  to

26 g r a d u a t i o n  fro m  h i g h  school.

27 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to B a r n e y  Got t s t e i n ,  p r e s i d e n t

28 of  t h e  S t ate B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n ;  a n d  to W i l l i a m  G. D e m mert, c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

29 education.
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