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BY HE NS LEY , FAIKS, KEL LY , E LIA S O N ,  
BINKLEY, U EH LING, ZHAROFF,
SZYMANSKI, KERTTULA, FA NN I N G ,

1 IN TH E SENATE H A L F O R D  A N D  C O GH IL L

2 SENA TE  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 39

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  t he S tate B o a r d  of  E d u c a t i o n

6 to require the study of A l a s k a  h i s t o r y

7 and g ov er n m e n t  in Al as k a  schools.

8 B E  IT R ESO LV ED  BY  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF  ALASKA:

9 WHERE AS  k n o wl ed ge  of A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  and g ov er n m e n t  is f u n d a m e n t a l  to

10 in formed and eff ec tiv e p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by ci tizens in the a f f a i r s  o f  the

11 nation; and

12 WHERE AS in r e c o g n i t i o n  of this, boards of e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the

13 U n i t e d  States have made the study of A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  a

14 requirement for h i g h  sch oo l graduation; and

15 WHEREAS k n o w l e d g e  of one's o w n  state's h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  is

16 fundamental to in formed and  e ffective p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in st at e a n d  local

17 affairs; and

18 WHEREAS in a 1987 survey, 33 p e r ce nt  of A l a s k a ' s  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s

19 rep orted no school i n s t r u c t i o n  in A l a s k a  hi story; and

20 WHEREAS the State B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  has the aut ho ri ty  to e s t a b l i s h

21 gr ad u a t i o n  requirements for  all school d is t r i c t s  and has a d o p t e d  g e n e r a l

22 requirements;

23 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s

24 the State B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to adopt r eg u l a t i o n s  r e q ui ri ng  at l e a s t  one

25 unit of credit in the st ud y of A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  a nd  g o ve rnm en t f o r  g r a d u a t i o n

26 from h i g h  school.

27 A  COPY of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to B a r n e y  G o t t s t e i n ,  p r e s i d e n t

28 of the State B o ard  of Education.
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