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2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A LA S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE CO ND  SESSION

5 C o m m e n d i n g  the A l a s k a  mar in e h i g h w a y

6 s y s t e m  for 25 y ears of service.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 W H ER EAS  the J a n u a r y  1963 m a i d e n  v o y a g e  of the M V  M a l asp in a e s t a b l i s h e d

9 the A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  system; and

10 WHERE AS  the  M a l a s p i n a  is n o w  one of nine ships in the system's fleet

11 w h i c h  serves A l a s k a n  c om mu nit ie s in so uth ea st  and  so ut hcentral Alaska; and

12 W H E RE AS  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6,000 ,0 00  p e o p l e  have u s e d  the ferry sys te m for

13 va r i o u s  activ iti es  s u c h  as t r a n s p o r ta ti on,  education, recreation, and

14 t o u r i s m  in the last 25 years; and

15 W H ER EAS  the A l a s k a  ma rin e h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  has pl ay ed a n  integral part

16 in the lives of r e s i de nt s a l on g the m a i n l i n e  system, creating a link

17 b e t w e e n  remote towns, the rest of the state, and the outside world; a n d

18 WHERE AS  the staff and crew of the A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g hw ay  sys te m h ave

19 p r o v i d e d  servic es  b e y o n d  the call of duty, incl ud in g d eli v e r i n g  babies,

20 sav in g the lives of p as se ngers, and, o n  numerous occasions, a s s i s t i n g  in

21 se a r c h  and re s c u e  of str an de d m a r i n e r s  a n d  r es idents along the way; a n d

22 WHEREA S at least 90,000 v e h i c l e s  a y e a r  are t r a n s p or te d on the system;

23 and

24 WHERE AS  the s y s t e m  plays a c ri ti c a l  role in  the smooth flow of freight

25 an d goods for A l a s k a n  commerce; and

26 WHERE AS  the A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  sy s t e m  creates jobs t hr ou g h o u t

27 A l a s k a  and h e l p s  to p r o m o t e  local economy, i n c lud in g such industries as the

28 m a r i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e  fa ci li ty in K e t c h i k a n  and t o u r i s m  at all ports of call;

29 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  St at e L e g i s la tur e that on its s il v e r
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1 anniversary the Al a s k a  marine highway system sho ul d be congratulated for

2 w eathering the storm, be it man-made or natural; and be it

3 FURTHER RE SO LV ED  that the crew and staff, b o t h  present and past, are

4 commended for a job well  done; and be it

5 FURTHER R ES O L V E D  that the Alaska State Le gi sl at ure  recognises the

6 importance of the A l a s k a  marine highway system to the state and to the

7 people it has served so well for 25 years.
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