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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  TH E S TA TE  A F F A I R S  COMM ITT EE

2 CS F O R  SE N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 35 (State A f f a i r s )

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S TAT E O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE CO N D  S ESS IO N

5 R e l a t i n g  to A l c o h o l - R e l a t e d  B i r t h  De-

6 fects A w a r e n e s s  Week.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  fetal alcoh ol  s ynd ro me  is the n u m b e r  two ca us e in  the U n i t e d

9 States of b i r t h  defe cts  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  m e n t a l  ret ar da ti on,  a n d  the only

10 p r e v e n t a b l e  one; and

11 W H E R E A S  fetal alcoh ol  s yn dro me  can  resu lt  in serious h e a l t h  problems,

12 s u c h  as h eart defects, g r o w t h  d e f i c i e n c i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m e n t a l  retarda-

13 tion, an d de v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  that reta rd  a c h i l d ' s  a b i l i t y  to w a l k

14 an d speak; and

15 W H E R E A S  pr egnant w o m e n  who  consume alcoho l also r i s k  h a v i n g  ba bi es

16 w i t h  a series of o t h e r  h e a l t h  prob le ms , ca ll e d  fetal a l c o h o l  effects, w h i c h

17 i n c l u d e  d ev e l o p m e n t a l  delays, l e a r n i n g  disab ili ti es , and  i n c r e a s e d  irri-

18 t a b i l i t y  and hype ra ct ivi ty ; and

19 W H E R E A S  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  b i r t h  defec ts h ave onl y r e c e n t l y  b e e n  dis-

20 c o v e r e d  to be a m a j o r  h e a l t h  pr oblem, an d m an y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e m

21 r e m a i n  u nanswered; and

22 W H E RE AS  the latest r e s e a r c h  shows that c h i l d r e n  w i t h  fetal a l c oh ol

23 s y n d r o m e  and fetal alcoh ol  effects are u n a b l e  to live t o t a l l y  in de pendent

24 l i v e s ; and

25 WHER EA S the r es e a r c h  has also s how n that a d d i t i o n a l  chi l d r e n  of a

26 w o m a n  who  has p r e v i o u s l y  g i v e n  b i r t h  to a child w i t h  a n  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d

27 b i r t h  defect w i l l  be b o r n  w i t h  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  in successive-

28 ly severe degre es  if the w o m a n  c ontinues to d r i n k  d u r i n g  p regnancy; and

29 WHEREAS, w i t h o u t  exception, mo t h e r s  of infants b o r n  w i t h  fetal a l coh ol
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1 syndrome co ns um ed  alcohol during pregnancy; and

2 WHEREAS alcohol-related bi rt h defects can be pre ve nt ed  if pregnant

3 w o m e n  and w o m e n  who p l a n  to become pregnant abstain from alcohol consump-

4 tion; and

5 WHEREAS the Surgeon General has issued an advisory that pregnant w o me n

6 and  w om en w h o  plan to become pregnant should not consume alcohol;

7 BE IT R ES OL VED  that the Ala sk a State Legislature respectfully requests

8 the G ov ernor to p ro claim May 8 - 1 4 ,  1988, Al co ho l-Related Birth Defects

9 Awareness Week, and to request that schools, health care organizations and

10 practitioners, and other public and private agencies and individuals ob-

11 serve the w e e k  wit h appropriate activities.
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