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1 IN THE S E N A T E  B Y  THE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 SE NA TE  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 29

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE S T AT E O F  AL AS K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the w a t e r  q u a l i t y  stan da rd s

6 r e g ar din g turbidity u n d e r  the C le an

7 W at er A c t .

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the L eg i s l a t u r e  b e l i e v e s  that the federal C l e a n  W a t e r  Ac t was

10 e n a ct ed  p r i m a r i l y  to prote ct  the w a t e r  of the n a t i o n  fr o m  d e g r a d a t i o n

11 ca us ed  by chemical p ol lu t a n t s  a nd  to ensure that i nd ust ri al  w a t e r  users

12 w o u l d  be h e l d  a ccountable for t h e i r  effluent discharges; an d

13 W H E R E A S  the w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s ta ndard for t u r b id it y ad o p t e d  by th e state

14 has i n t e r f e r e d  with  r e as on ab le ec onomic opp o r t u n i t i e s  for r e s o u r c e  develop-

15 men t in the  state; and

16 W H E R E A S  the L e g i s l a t u r e  has d e t e r m i n e d  that there is no r e a s o n a b l e

17 r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n the e c o n o m i c  and social costs of the r e t e n t i o n  of the

18 turb id it y standard for other t h a n  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  systems a n d  the b ene f i t s

19 ob ta ine d fr o m  its r e t e n t i o n  for all w a t e r  uses; and

20 W H E R E A S  the L eg i s l a t u r e  is c o n s id er in g the repeal of the e xi st i n g

21 w a t e r  q u a l i t y  standard for t u r b i d i t y  but w i s h e s  to comply w i t h  the require-

22 ments of sec. 303 of the C l e a n  W a t e r  Act; and

23 W H E R E A S  the L e g i s l a t u r e  ha s sought to de t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the re p e a l  of

24 the st ate  turbidity st an da rd is p er m i t t e d  u n d e r  the C l e a n  W a t e r  Ac t and

25 wh e t h e r  there w o u l d  be adver se e nvi r o n m e n t a l  co ns equences if it r e l i e d  o n

26 the r e m a i n i n g  w a t e r  qualit y standards; and

27 W H E R E A S  the d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  standards n o w  apply to all but two w a t e r

28 bodies in  the state; and

29 W H E R E A S  each w a t e r  b o d y  in A l a s k a  does not n a t u r a l l y  m e e t  the
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1 cr i t e r i o n  for d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  and  the D ep ar t a e n t  of  Environmental Conserva-

2 tion cautions the  res ide nt s of th e state o n  t h e i r  u s e  of natu ral  w a t e r  as

3 d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  w i t h o u t  treatment; and

4 W H E R E A S  the L e g i s l a t u r e  be li e v e s  that the a pp l i c a t i o n  of the d r i n k i n g

5 w a t e r  st an d a r d  f o r  turbidity has b e e n  i nc o r r e c t l y  applied to state waters

6 u n d e r  the teras o f  the C l e a n  W a t e r  Act and  the m u l t i p l e  use  clas si fic at io n

7 of state water;

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  the the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r es pectfully requests

9 the G o v e r n o r  to  di re ct the A t t o r n e y  G e n er al of A l a s k a  to p r o p o s e  proce dur es

10 u n d e r  w h i c h  th e legisl at ive  c o m mi tt ee  h e a r i n g s  o n  legisl ati on  to change the

11 w a t e r  q u a l i t y  c r i t e r i a  in A l a s k a  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  u nd er  the p u b l i c  par-

12 t i ci pa ti on c r i t e r i a  required u n d e r  fede ra l r eg ul ations at 4 0  C.F.R.

13 sec. 131.20(b) a n d  report these p ro ce d u r e s  to t h e  resources cosnittees of

14 the L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  N ov em ber  1, 1987; an d be it

15 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that th e L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p ect fu ll y requests the

16 G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the c o m m is si on er of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  cons erv at io n to submit

17 an outl ine  of th e p rocedures that are n e c e s s a r y  for the De partment of

18 E nv iro nm en ta l C o n s e r v a t i o n  to submit to the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Ag enc y

19 a revised w a t e r  q u a li ty  p la n  w i t h  a turb id it y sta nd a r d  that affects w a t e r

20 only w h e r e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  enters a d i s t r i b u t i o n  system an d report this

21 outl ine  to the  resources c om mi tt ees  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  by  Noveaiber 1, 1987.

22 COP IE S of this r e so lu ti on shall be sent to the H o n o ra ble  Gr ace  B e r g

23 Schaible, A t t o r n e y  General, and the H o n o r a b l e  D e n n i s  D. Kelso, C o m m i s s i o n e r

24 of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Conservation.
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