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1 IN THE SE NA TE  B Y  J O S E P H S O N

2 SENATE C ONCURRENT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 27

3 IN THE LEGISL AT UR E OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 FI FTE EN TH  LE GI SLATURE - F I R S T  SESSI ON

5 R e l a t i n g  to the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of histo r-

6 ical s c h o o l  buildings.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  LEG IS LA TU RE OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H ER EA S there are a number of school b u i l d i n g s  in  the state that h a v e

9 h istorical significance, including W h i t e c l i f f  School in Ketchikan, C a p it al

10 School in Juneau, M a i n  School in F airbanks, A k ia k E l em en tar y School in

11 Akiak, and Denali School in Anchorage; a n d

12 W H E R E A S  it is in the pu bli c interest th a t  these bu ildings be p r e s e r v e d

13 w h e n e v e r  consistent w i t h  the health, safety, and e ducational interests of

14 the students served by the schools; and

15 W H E RE AS inclusion of a school b u i l d i n g  in the Na tional R e g i s t e r  of

16 H i s t o r i c  Places m ay  provide benefits to t h e  bui ld in g itself as well as the

17 publ ic as owner of the building; and

18 W H E RE AS  a historical school b ui l d i n g  m a y  sometimes be m a i n t a i n e d  by  a

19 local school district only through f i n a n c i a l  a ssistance from the state; and

20 W H E RE AS  public assistance for h i s t o r i c a l  schools serves the state as a

21 whole t h rou gh  the encouragement of tourism, the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c

22 identity and neighborhood vitality in a r e a s  of h is tor ic al  interest, and

23 thro ug h o th er  public purposes; and

24 WHER EAS  there is presently no c o m p r e he ns iv e p l a n  for p r o v i d i n g  assis-

25 tance to local school districts to p r e s e r v e  h is to r i c a l  school buildings;

26 BE  IT RESOL VE D by the Ala sk a State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the  G o v e r n o r  is

27 re sp ectfully requested to direct the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  e d u ca ti on to report to

28 the Se co nd Sessi on  of the Fif te en th A l a s k a  State L eg is lature, o n  or b e f o r e

29 Janua ry  31, 1988, w i t h  regard to the following:
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1 (1) w h i c h  s c h o o l  bu i l d i n g s  in t he  s ta te  that w e r e  constructed

2 bef o r e  s ta t e h o o d  are s ti ll  b e i n g  us e d  for e d u c a t i o n a l  purposes;

3 (2) the c o n d i t i o n  a n d  an t i c i p a t e d  u s e f u l  life of e a c h  of these

4 build in gs ;

5 (3) w h e t h e r  the school d i s t r i c t s  o p e r a t i n g  t h e s e  bu ildings

6 int en d to continue o p e r a t i n g  t h e m  as schools;

7 (4) what s t e p s  the state m ig ht  take to en c o u r a g e  the continued

8 o p e r a t i o n  of these b u i l d i n g s  as schools;

9 (5) the n a t u r e  of the benefits, if any, that accrue to the

10 owners of a b ui ld in g that is i nc luded in the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c

11 Places; and

12 (6) if a s c h o o l  di st ric t is p l a n n i n g  to c lose a histo ric al

13 school building, what c o m p a t i b l e  public use s  the di st ri ct  m ig ht  ma k e  of

14 p or t i o n s  of the b u i l d i n g  in o r d e r  to p e r p e t u a t e  t he u s e f u l  life of the

15 b u i l d i n g  for ed u c a t i o n a l  purposes.
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