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Introduced: 3/6/87 5-0776A
Referred: L a b o r  & Commerce

B Y  FAIKS, KERTTULA, BINKLEY,
1 IN THE SENATE SZYMANSKI A N D  H A L F O R D

2 SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 19 am

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE ST ATE  O F  A L A S K A

A F IF T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the p r o m o t i o n  of  the

6 I di ta r o d  Race.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY  TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE ST AT E OF ALASKA:

8 W HE RE AS the I dit ar od  Race is the longest sled do g race in the world;

9 and

10 WHERE AS  the Iditarod Trail S l e d  Dog Ra c e  was co nceived of and organi-

11 zed by Joe Redington, J r . , of K ni k; and

12 W HE RE AS the first race b e g a n  in A n c h o r a g e  on M a r c h  3, 1973, a n d  e nded

13 at Nome on A p r i l  3, 1973; and

14 W H ER EA S the race has be e n  r u n  every y e a r  since 1973 and in 1976 was

15 declared Al as k a ' s  official sled d o g  race; and

16 W H ER EA S in 1976, Congress d e c l a r e d  the Idi tarod as a N a t i o n a l  Hi st o r i c

17 Trail; and

18 W H E RE AS  the Iditarod follows the old  d o g  team mail route b l a z e d  in

19 1910 from K n i k  to Nome, c ro ss i n g  two m o u n t a i n  ranges, fo llowing the Y u k o n

20 River for about 150 miles, g o i n g  t h ro ugh  several bu s h  villages, a n d  cross-

21 ing the p ac k  ice of Nor to n Sound; and

22 W H E R E A S  the Iditar od  Race h a s  become a m a j o r  i nt e r n a t i o n a l  racing

23 challenge; and

24 W H E R E A S  the Iditarod has s ign if i c a n c e  be yon d the race i t s e l f  because

25 it comme mo ra tes  a historic event: the successful effort o f  Le on h a r d

26 Seppala and m a n y  other mushe rs  to d e l iv er 300,000 units of l ife-saving

27 diphth er ia  s e r u m  from Nenana to e p i d e m i c - t hr ea ten ed  Nome; and

28 W H ER EA S the c o m m e m or at ion  of the h i s t o r i c  event pr om ot es t o u ri sm  by

O  29 portra yi ng  a po sitive image o f  A l a s k a  throughout the world;
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1 BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  State L eg i s l a t u r e  that the Governor ia

2 resp ect fu ll y r e q u e s t e d  to en c o u r a g e  the d i v i s i o n  of t o u ri sm in the Depart-

3 ment of Co mmerce a n d  E conomic D ev el opment to f ea tur e the Iditarod Race in

4 its p r o m o t i o n  of the State; a n d  be it

5 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t h e  Go ve r n o r  is a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  to encourage the

6 d i v i s i o n  of t o uri sm  to a l l o c a t e  m or e  res ou rce s to the p romotion of the

7 I di ta ro d Race.
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