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Introduced: 2/24/87 5 - 0 6 6 1 A
Referred: Health, Ed u c a t i o n  &

Social Services

BY BINKLEY, COGHILL, JOSEPHSON, 
1 IN THE SENATE SZYMANSKI A N D  FAIKS

2 SENATE CONCURRENT R E S OL UT IO N NO. 16

3 IN TH E LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L EGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

6 Awa re nes s Week.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY T HE LE GI SLA TU RE  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome is one of the three m ajor causes in the

9 United States of b i r t h  defects acc om pa nie d by mental retardation, and the

10 only preventable one; and

11 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome can result in serious h e a l t h  problems,

12 such as heart defects, gro wth  deficiencies a ssociated w it h  mental retarda-

13 tion, and developmental disabilities that retard a child's ability to w al k

14 and speak; and

15 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome has only r ec ently been d i s c o v e r e d  to be

16 a m a j o r  health p r o b l e m  and many qu estions r eg arding the illness remain

17 unanswered; and

18 WHEREAS, without exception, m o t her s of infants b o r n  w it h  fetal alcohol

19 syndrome consumed alcohol during pregnancy; and

20 WHEREAS pr egnant w o m e n  who consume alcohol also risk h a v i n g  babies

21 wi t h  a series of o the r h ea l t h  problems, called fetal a l c o h o l -re la te d birth

22 effects, w hich include increased irritability and hyperactivity; and

23 WHEREAS fetal alcohol syndrome a nd fetal alco ho l- rel at ed  b i r t h  effects

24 can be p revented if p re gnant women and w o m e n  wh o p l a n  to be c o m e  pregnant

25 abstain from alcohol consumption; and

26 WHEREAS the S u rg eon  General has issued an advisory that p r e g n a n t  women

27 and w o m e n  who p l a n  to become pregnant should not consume alcohol;

28 >BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the Alaska State L egislature that Ma y 10 - 16, 1987,

29 is designated Fetal Al c o h o l  Syndrome Awareness Week, and that schools,
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1 h e a l t h  care o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  pr actitioners, a nd  o t h e r  public an d priva te

2 a gen ci es  observ e the  w e e k  w i t h  a p p r o pr ia te activities.
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