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Referred: State Affairs, Health,

E d u c a t i o n  and Social Services 
and Finance

1 IN  T H E  SENATE BY THE JU DICIARY COMMITTEE

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 505

3 IN THE LEGISL AT URE  OF  TH E S T A T E  OF ALAS KA

4 F I F TE ENT H L E G I SL AT UR E - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: "An Act e st ab lishing the Alaska Children's Commis-

7 sion; and p ro v i d i n g  for a n  effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE L EG ISLATURE OF T H E  S TA TE  OF  ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AL A S K A  CHILDREN'S COMMISSION. (a) The Alaska Children's

10 C ommission is establi sh ed in the Office of the Governor.

11 (b) Th e commi ss io n consists of the fo l l o w i n g  persons:

12 (1) representatives d e si gn at ed b y  the governor from the Depart-

13 m en t  of H e a l t h  and Social Services, the De pa r t m e n t  of Community and Region-

14 al Affairs, the Department of Public Safety, and the Department of Educa-

15 tion;

16 (2) a member of the senate a p p o i n t e d  by the president of the

17 senate;

18 (3) a me mb er  of the house of r ep re se ntatives appointed by the

19 speaker of the house;

20 (4) six pu b l i c  members a p p o i n t e d  by  the governor who are in-

21 v o l v e d  with c hi ldren and issues af fecting children;

22 (5) one me m b e r  appointed by the go ve rn or  who is not more than 21

23 years of age an d who serves until the m e m b e r  reaches the age of 22 years.

24 (c) A  v a c a n c y  on the commission shall be filled in the same man n e r  as

25 the original appointment or designation.

26 (d) The members of the co mmission w h o  are appointed by the gov e r n o r

27 u n d e r  (b)(4) and (5) of this section serve without c omp ensation for t hei r

28 service o n  the commission but are e n t i t l e d  t o  pe r die m  and  travel expenses

29 authorized by law for commissions u n d e r  A S  39.20.180.
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(e) T h e  m e m b e r s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l ect one of  t he m e m b e r s  as

c h a i r  a n d  m a y  e l e c t  other c o m m i s s i o n  o f f i c e r s  as n e c e s s a r y .

* Sec. 2. D U T I E S  OF  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) e n g a g e  in a c o n t i n u i n g  r e v i e w  of t h e  n e e d s  o f  and p r o b l e m s  

f a c i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  d e v e l o p  e f f e c t i v e ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  an d  c o o r d i n a t e d  

s t r a t e g i e s  to a d d r e s s  t h ose n e e d s  a n d  p r o b l e m s ;

(2) s e r v e  as an  a d v o c a t e  for the i n t e r e s t s  of children;

(3) d e f i n e  the i m m e d i a t e  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n ;

(4) d e v e l o p  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for care a v a i l a b l e  to c h i l d r e n  and

f a m i l i e s  in t h e  a r eas of c h i l d  care, h e a lth, s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  pare n t  and

s t a f f  t r a i n i n g ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  safety, an d  e m p l o y m e n t  of youth;

(5) i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  g o a l s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  to a c h i e v e  a m i n i m u m

s t a n d a r d  for c a r e  of c h i l d r e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  state f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  fo r  C

p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s  to m e e t  the n e e d s  of children;

(6) i d e n t i f y  t h e  c u r r e n t  level of s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a nd gaps 

a n d  o v e r l a p s  in  services to ch i l d r e n ;

(7) d e v e l o p  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  a d o p t i o n  of  a p r o c e s s  for m o n i t o r i n g  

a nd e v a l u a t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o g r a m s ,  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  c o o r­

di n a t e d  p e e r  r e v i e w  and p r o g r a m  e n h a n c e m e n t ;

(8) p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  the p u b l i c  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t he 

p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and l o cal c o m m u n i t y  pr o g r a m s ;

(9) m e e t  w i t h  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  a nd m e m b e r s  of  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  

to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  that a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the e x p e n d i t u r e  of s t ate a n d  

f e d e r a l  funds o r  for o t h e r  m a t t e r s  o n  b e h a l f  of  c h i l d r e n ;

(10) receive f r o m  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  m e m b e r s  of state a d v i s o r y  

c o m m i t t e e s ,  leg i s l a t o r s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  court system, a n d  

p r o v i d e r s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  s e r v i c e s  r e q u e s t s  for r e v i e w  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  

the c o m m i s s i o n  on  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to c h i ldren; ^jjj
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1 (11) s e r v e  as a  s t a t e w i d e  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f or m o d e l  p r o g r a m s  a n d

2 r e s o u r c e s  fo r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o g r a m s ;

3 (12) a d v o c a t e  s t u d i e s  a n d  b a s i c  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  o n  c h i l d r e n ;

4 (13) i n f o r m  l e a d e r s  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y ,  e d u c a t i o n  com-

5 m u n i t y ,  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  t he c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d

6 s c o p e  o f  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  b y  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  o r d e r  to  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t

7 f o r  i m p r o v i n g  the d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  a n d  s t a t e  b u d g e t i n g

8 p r o c e s s e s  and s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d r e n .

9 (b) I n  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g y  to  a d d r e s s  the n e e d s  of  a n d  p r o b l e m s

10 f a c i n g  c h i l dren, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s e e k  a d v i c e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m

11 c h i l d r e n ' s  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e r s  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i n  c h i l d r e n’s m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,

12 h e a l t h  c a r e  i n c l u d i n g  p r e n a t a l  c a re, a d o l e s c e n t  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  t r e a t m e n t ,

13 e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n ,  n o n p r o f i t  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s ,

14 c h i l d  a b u s e  an d  n e g l e c t ,  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  c h i l d  care, d e p e n d e n c y ,  d e l i n -

15 q u e n c y  a n d  the j u s t i c e  s y s tem, a n d  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s .

16 (c) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a r e p o r t  e a c h  y e a r  b y  the 1 5 t h  d a y  of

17 th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  to t he g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on  t h e  s t a t u s

18 of  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  s t a t e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f or i m p r o v e m e n t s  f o r  t h e

19 d e l i v e r y  of c h i l d r e n ' s  s e r v i c e s .

20 *  Sec. 3. R E V I E W  O F  L A WS. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h all r e v i e w  the l a w s  of  t he

21 s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  a  r e p o r t  of

22 its f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y

23 J a n u a r y  1, 1991.

24  *  Sec. 4. T E C H N I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  A N D  S T A F F  S U P P O R T  T O  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .

25 T h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s -

26 s i o n  a n d  shall, s u b j e c t  to th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f u n d i n g ,  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l

27 a s s i s t a n c e  a nd s t a f f  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  u p o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e

28 c o m m i s s i o n .

29 *  Sec. 5. P O W E R S  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y
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1 (1) u t i l i z e  l e g a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  s e c r e t a r i a l ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

2 s e r v i c e s  as  m a y  be  p r o v i d e d  by t he g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l ;

3 (2) u t i l i z e  v o l u n t a r y  a n d  u n c o m p e n s a t e d  s e r v i c e s  o f  p r i v a t e

4 p e r s o n s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as m a y  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ;

5 (3) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;

6 (4) a p p l y  f o r  a n d  r e c e i v e  g r a n t s  f r o m  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f u n d i n g

7 s o u r c e s ,  as m a y  a s s i s t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  i ts d u t i e s ;

8 (5) h i r e  s t a f f  as n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s -

9 sion; a n d

10 (6) t a k e  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  to a c h i e v e  t h e

11 p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

12 *  Sec. 6. T h i s  A c t  is r e p e a l e d  D e c e m b e r  31, 1991.

13 *  Sec. 7. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  31, 1989.
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