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1 IN TH E SENATE BY  TH E S TATE AFFA IRS  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS FO R SE NAT E B I L L  NO. 499  (State Af fairs)

3 IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SEC ON D SESS IO N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "A n Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  Fe bruary 16 as ' Elizabeth

7 P e r a t r o v i c h  Da y ' . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c ti on 1. FINDINGS. T he A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d  and Alas ka  N a t i v e

10 S is te r h o o d  h a d  fought for th re e y e a r s  to eli mi na te the racial d is cr imina-

11 t i o n  that w a s  evident in A l a s k a  d u r i n g  the first part of the 20th century.

12 A l a s k a  N a ti ves  were b a r r e d  f r o m  some p u b l i c  facilities an d s egregated from

13 n o n - N a t i v e s  i n  other p ub l i c  fa ci lit ie s.  E l i z a b e t h  Peratrovich, then G r a n d

14 P resident of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S i s t e rho od , w o r k e d  ti re l e s s l y  in support of

15 H o u s e  Bill No. 14, the first l e g i s l a t i o n  in the te r r i t o r y  to pr oh i b i t

16 ra cia l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in p u b l i c  a c c o m m od at ion s.  H e r  t e s ti mon y in support

17 of H.B. 14 befo re the t e r r i t o r i a l  Se nat e ov ercame the un f a v o r a b l e  pre di sp o-

18 si t i o n  that exis te d in the l e g is lat ur e.  The bill p a s s e d  the t e r r it or ial

19 Senate o n  Feb ru ar y 8, 1945, a n d  wa s s i g n e d  into law by the g ov ernor of the

20 territory, Ernest Gruening, o n  F e b r u a r y  16, 1945.

21 * Sec. 2. AS 4 4.12 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 44.12.065. E L I Z A B E T H  P E R A T R O V I C H  DAY. E l i z a b e t h

23 P e r a t r o v i c h  Day is e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  16 of e a c h  ye a r  to h o n o r

24 E l i z a b e t h  Peratrovich, p a s t  G r a n d  Pre sident of the A l a s k a  Nat i v e

25 Sisterhood, for h e r  c ou r a g e o u s ,  u n c e a s i n g  effo rt s to e l i m in at e dis-

26 c r i m i na tio n and b r i n g  a b o u t  e q u a l  rights in Alaska. E l i z a b e t h

27 Pe r a t r o v i c h  Da y m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  b y  suitable o b s e rva nc es  and e x e rc ise s

28 by c iv ic  groups an d the public.
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