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1 IN TH E S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R U L E S  COMMITTEE

2 SENATE B IL L  NO. 499

3 IN THE  L E G I S LA TU RE OF THE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F TE EN TH L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  Fe bruary 8 as 'Elizabeth

7 Peratr ov ic h Day'."

8 BE  IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E S T ATE  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. The Al a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d  and A l a s k a  Native

10 S i s t e r h o o d  had fought for three years to e l i m i n a t e  the racial discrimina-

11 t io n  that was evident in Al as ka  dur in g the first part of the 2 0 t h  century.

12 A l a s k a  Nativ es  w ere bar re d from some p u b l i c  facilities and s e g r e g a t e d  from

13 n o n - N a t i v e s  in o th er  public facilities. E l i z a b e t h  Pera tr ov ich , then Gr an d

14 P r e s id en t of the A l a s k a  Native Sisterhood, w o r k e d  ti re l e s s l y  in  support of

15 H o use  R e s o l u t i o n  14, the first l eg i s l a t i o n  in the t e r r i t o r y  to prohibit

16 racial d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in public a cc om modations. H e r  te s t i m o n y  in support

17 of H.R. 14 before the territorial Senate ov er ca me  the u n f a v o r a b l e  pr edispo-

18 sition that exis te d in the legislature. The  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  the territo-

19 rial Se nat e on Fe br ua ry  8, 1945, and was sig ned  into law b y  the  g o v e r n o r  of

20 the territory, Ernest Gruening, on F e b r u a r y  16, 1945.

21 * Sec. 2. AS  44.12 is a m en de d by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 44.12.065. E L I Z A B E T H  P E R A T R O V I C H  DAY. E l i z a b e t h

23 P e r a t r o v i c h  Day is established on F e b r u a r y  8 of e ach y e a r  to h o n o r

24 E l i z a b e t h  Peratrovich, past G ra nd Pres id en t of the A l a s k a  N at i v e

25 Sisterhood, for her courageous, u n c e a s i n g  effo rt s to e l i m in at e dis-

26 c r i m in at io n and bring about eq ual  rights in Alaska . E l i z a b e t h

27 Pe r a t r o v i c h  Day may be o bs erved by s ui table o bs e r v a n c e s  and exercises

28 b y  civic groups and the public.
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